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Time  to 
Take  a  Hike! 

Discover  Noe  Valley’s  Great 
Outdoors 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

On  April  18,  2005,  I  started  getting 
out  a  lot  more.  Not  that  1  was  a 
recluse  prior  to  that  day,  but  1  rarely  left 
my  apartment  without  a  point,  a  destina¬ 
tion,  a  specific  must-do  in  mind.  And 
when  I  wandered  aimlessly,  it  was  gener¬ 
ally  on  the  sunniest  of  weekend  days. 

But  then  I  acquired  a  new  friend,  one 
with  a  fond  appreciation  for  the  great  out- 
of-doors.  There  is,  perhaps,  nothing  she 
enjoys  more  than  a  good  walk.  Of  course, 
indiscriminate  sniffing  comes  in  a  close 
second. 

My  fiance  and  1  adopted  a  rascally 
black  and  brindle  mutt  from  Rocket  Dog 
Rescue’s  24th  Street  adoption  fair  last 
April  and  named  her  Dixie.  As  anyone 
with  a  juvenile  canine  companion  surely 
knows,  a  tired  puppy  is  a  good  puppy. 
Since  Dixie’s  arrival.  I’ve  set  out  count¬ 
less  times  in  the  name  of  doggie  fatigue 
to  traverse  Noe  Valley’s  hills,  its  stairway 
walks,  and  scenic  vistas. 

The  next  time  spring  fever  hits  you. 
you  might  want  to  let  one  of  these  neigh¬ 
borhood  jaunts  come  to  the  rescue. 

Short  and  Sweat 

Craving  a  natural  alternative  to  the 
Stairmaster  at  the  gym?  Noe  Valley 
has  several  sets  of  stairs  that  combine  city 
views  with  workout  potential.  If  you’d 
rather  stand  at  the  top  with  a  latte  and  en¬ 
joy  the  scenery,  that’s  fine,  too. 

Diamond  Between  22nd  and  23rd: 
Five  trips  up  and  down  these  stairs  will 
leave  you  panting.  Hardcore  fitness  types 
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The  stairway  off  Diamond  between  22nd  and  23rd  streets  is  one  of  the  many  scenic  climbs  in 
Noe  Valley  recommended  by  Voice  adventurer  Lorraine  Sanders.  Her  story  starts  on  this  page 
(at  left)  and  continues  with  more  hikes  and  trails  on  page  15.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Seeds  of  a 
Neighborhood 
Tree  Planting 

Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
Hold  an  Arbor  Day  in  May 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

When  Stephen  Fowler  moved  to  Noe 
Valley  in  1997,  he  loved  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  but  felt  there  was  something 
missing.  “It  seemed  to  me  that  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  had  a  lot  less  trees  than  many  other 
neighborhoods,”  says  the  25th  Street  res¬ 
ident.  “I  think  trees  are  overwhelmingly 
positive  in  that  they  add  color,  attract 
birds,  absorb  carbon  dioxide,  and  create 
a  pleasant  environment.” 

If  you  agree — and  if  you’d  like  to  see 
a  new  crop  of  saplings  gracing  once-bar- 
ren  sidewalks — the  time  may  be  ripe  to 
get  a  tree  of  your  own.  The  group  Friends 
of  the  Urban  Forest  (FUF)  is  sponsoring 
a  May  tree  planting  in  Noe  Valley.  New 
trees  cost  $150  each,  including  tree  pur¬ 
chase  and  help  with  concrete  removal  and 
planting.  But  you'll  need  to  act  soon:  The 
deadline  to  sign  up  for  a  tree  is  March  3 1 . 

FUF,  a  non-profit  organization  that  be¬ 
lieves  trees  are  crucial  to  a  livable  urban 
environment,  has  worked  with  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  residents  to  plant  more  than  40,000 
trees  since  its  founding  in  1981. 

When  Fowler  heard  about  FUF,  he  called 
to  find  out  how  the  group  worked  and  was 
recruited  as  a  volunteer  neighborhood  or¬ 
ganizer  for  Noe  Valley.  Since  last  June, 
Fowler  and  two  other  local  organizers, 
Rachel  Ratliff  and  Isabelle  Salvadori, 
have  convinced  more  than  30  neighbors 
to  participate  in  the  upcoming  planting. 

“There  is  such  a  psychic  benefit  to  hav¬ 
ing  trees  around,  as  well  as  the  financial 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  1 1 


Famed  Artist  Mark  Adams  Leaves  Behind  a  Rich  Tapestry  of  Color  and  Glass 


By  Sieve  Steinberg 

Noe  Valley  lost  a  beloved  artist  earlier 
this  year  with  the  passing  on  Jan.  24 
of  Mark  Adams.  Adams,  who  was  80, 
died  after  becoming  ill  in  December. 

Married  for  52  years  to  noted  etcher 
Beth  Van  Hoesen,  Adams  lived  for  many 
years  in  a  historic  converted  firehouse  on 


Mark  Adams’  watercolors,  such  as  this 
Three  Books,  painted  in  1993,  often  gave 
new  meaning  to  everyday  objects. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Marquand  Books,  Inc.l 
Chronicle  Books  and  the  John  Berggruen  Callery 


22nd  Street,  which  also  served  as  an  art 
studio  for  him  and  his  wife.  Several 
months  before  his  death,  Adams  and  Van 
Hoesen  moved  to  the  Sequoias  residen¬ 
tial  complex  on  Geary  Boulevard. 

Said  Van  Hoesen  of  her  husband,  "He 
was  a  kind,  generous,  very  loving  hus¬ 
band....  We  loved  each  other  very  much.” 

Adams  became  established  early  in  his 
career  as  a  tapestry  and  stained-glass  de¬ 
signer  who  could  wonderfully  blend  art 
with  architecture.  He  designed  the  win¬ 
dows  for  Temple  Emanu-EI,  San  Francis¬ 
co's  largest  synagogue,  in  Presidio 
Heights.  He  also  did  the  stained  glass  for 
Grace  Episcopal  Cathedral  on  Nob  Hill. 
His  tapestry  works  can  be  found  locally 
at  the  de  Young  Museum  and  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  International  Airport.  Later  in  life 
he  turned  to  watercolors  as  an  artistic 
expression. 

At  a  memorial  service  held  on  Jan.  29 
at  Temple  Emanu-EI,  Adams  was  eulo¬ 
gized  for  his  kindness  and  integrity.  His 
good  friend  Tom  Raff  in  termed  him  “a 
man  who  cared  for  others  first,  a  man  who 
did  not  need  to  be  the  center  of  attention. 


essentially  a  lovely  man  with  tremendous 
integrity.” 

In  an  interview  after  the  memorial  cel¬ 
ebration,  Gretchen  Berggruen,  owner  of 
San  Francisco’s  John  Berggruen  Gallery, 
which  represented  Adams’  work  for 
many  years,  also  praised  him.  “He  was  an 
incredibly  decent,  thoughtful  man,  full  of 
personal  and  artistic  integrity.” 

Adams  never  embraced  the  limelight. 
A  speaker  at  the  memorial  service  told 
how  Adams  was  once  asked  if  he  regret¬ 
ted  that  he  was  not  more  famous  as  an 
artist.  Adams  said  no.  To  become  more 
famous,  he  had  said,  would  have  meant 
more  self-promotion,  which  would  have 
taken  time  away  from  his  art. 

Although  Adams  was  not  Jewish,  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  felt  the  temple  would  be  a 
fitting  site  for  the  service.  All  around,  the 
congregation  was  bathed  in  the  intense 
light  and  color  of  the  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  that  Adams  had  created.  Addition¬ 
ally,  Adams  had  been  going  to  Yom  Kip- 
pur  services  at  the  temple  for  the  past  few 
years  and,  according  to  friends,  had 
gained  a  great  deal  of  spiritual  satisfac- 


Mark  Adams,  shown  here  in  1985,  was 
known  for  his  artistic  curiosity,  which  led 
him  from  stained  glass  to  weaving  to 
watercolors.  Photo  courtesy  of  Southwest  Art 

tion  from  the  atonement  rite. 

Born  in  Fort  Plains,  N.Y.,  Adams  de¬ 
cided  early  on  that  he  wanted  to  be  an 
artist.  He  attended  Syracuse  University, 
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Moving  Day.  Librarians  (from  left)  Lourdes  Fortunado,  Carol  Small,  and  Evelyn  Alvarado  continued  to  load  books  into  boxes  for  several  days  following  the  Feb.  I  I  closing  for  renovation  of 
the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library.  “It’s  sad  to  pack  up  the  books,  but  it's  exciting  to  know  the  building  will  have  the  work  it  needs,”  said  Small,  who  served  as  the  branch’s  children’s  librarian 
for  1 6  years.  In  late  February,  neighbors  were  still  awaiting  sounds  of  construction  at  the  90-year-old  building  at  45 1  Jersey  Street.  But  kids  and  parents  were  happy  to  hear  that  the  library’s 
story  times  and  ’’lapsits’’  had  found  a  temporary  home  at  Bethany  Church,  at  Sanchez  and  Clipper  streets.  Beginning  Tuesday,  March  1 4,  they  will  be  held  weekly — the  lapsits  (for  babies  and 
toddlers  up  to  3  years  old)  at  1 0: 1 5  a.m.,  and  preschool  story  time  (for  ages  3  to  5)  at  II  a.m.  Meanwhile,  readers  of  all  ages  should  look  for  the  library’s  bookmobile,  coming  to  Noe  Valley 
on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays.The  book-filled  van  will  be  parked  in  front  of  St.  Philip’s  School  on  Elizabeth  Street  from  1 0:30  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Crystal  Geyser  Lundberg  Farms 

Sparkling  Mineral  Risotto  Mixes 

Water  _ 

O 


all  flavors 
5.5  oz.  -reg  2.59 


4x18  oz.  -reg  2.29 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 

-Jj-  Half  Gallon* 

64  oz.  reg  3  89 

$3.59 


Organic  Whipping  Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3  59 

$3.19 


Clover  Dairy 

Lowfat  Yogurt 

all  flavors 

2  for  $1 

8  oz. 

$2.99 

32  oz. 


3  for  $5 

KeSie 


Kettle  Foods 

Kettle  Bakes 
Potato  Chips 


all  varieties 
4  oz  -reg  2.99 


$1.99 


rcV 


Peaces 

CEREAL  1 


OcviwR«*)Cln« 


Cottage  Cheese 

all  varieties 
16  oz.  -re g  2.49 

$2.19 

Cage  Free 
Brown  Eggs 

dozen  -reg  3.59 

$3.29 


Capricorn  Coffee  ^ 

Very  Dark  Roast  CJ 
Guatemalan 
Coffee  Beans 

Bulk  -reg  7.99  lb. 


\kIC 


Amy's 

Organic  Chili 

select  varieties 
14  7  oz  -reg  2.59 


$1.99 


* 

7L 


10 

$5.99  lb.  Breyer's 

Ice  Cream 


Golden  Temple 

Organic  Peace 
Cereals  A  _  _  _ 

$3.99 


select  varieties 
10-14  oz.  -reg  4.99 


$1.99 

Organic  Refried  Beans 

2  for  $3 


all  varieties 
15  oz.  -reg  1 .99 


Julie's 

Organic  Super 
Premium  Ice 
Cream 

all  flavors 
16  oz.  -reg  $3.99 


all  flavorsl 
56  oz.  -reg  5.99 


Sale  Prices  effective 
March  1  -  March  19,  2006 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

Parking  Lot  ! 

Store  Hours: 
8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  bay! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards  . _ 

Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 


■  \ 

$3.99 


Celestial  Seasonings  2  for  $5 
Herbal  Teas 


select  varieties 
20  ct.  -reg  3.19 


2  for  $5 


AIM 


dk 


L 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 10 
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Meet  Lavay  Smith  and  her  Red  Hot  Skillet  Lickers 
World  famous  classic  jazz  and  blues  artist. 

With  her  glamorous,  sultry  stage  presence,  Lavay  Smith  is  a  critically 
acclaimed  San  Francisco  phenomenon.  Backed  by  her  all-star  band, 
she  sings  her  trademark  swing,  bebop,  salsa,  and  New  Orleans 
R&B  to  a  loyal  following  at  top  jazz  festivals,  celebrity  events  and 
nightclubs  around  the  world.  But  when  it  came  to  buying  property 
in  the  red-hot  San  Francisco  real  estate  market,  the  sexy  diva  was 
singin'  the  blues  until  she  called  on  a  Zephyr  agent  who  found  her 
the  perfect  home  in  the  Mission,  right  next  door  to  her  sister. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
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COMING  TO  NOE  VALLEY 
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DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  Offers  The  First  Green 
Environmentally  Friendly  Cabinet  Showroom 

Also  Featuring  Our  Newly  Added  Line  Of 

RICHLITE®  SURFACES 

Environmentally  Friendly  Counter  Tops 

Our  new  Naturals  Collection  is  an  environmentally 
sound  choice  for  cabinets.  Both  resource  smart  and 
house  healthy,  materials  matched  with  craftsmanship, 
these  are  the  first  in  this  league  made  from 
certified  and  recycled  woods  with 
environmentally  friendly  finishes. 


O 

<£> 


l 


design  solutions 


CD 

CO 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  41  5.648.6561  ■  Fax:415-643.8572 
Member,  US  Green  Building  Council  ■  CA  License  B-766125 


Our  Showroom  Remains  Open  During  Our  Remodeling  and  New  "Green"  Installation 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 


Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


' Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  ChurcFi  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there.® 


STATE  HARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


to  a  Xiixu/wm  'Day  of  ‘Beauty 
at  Icsa  Salon  Spa 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wisFies  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


Thinking  of  liedeconiling? 


Trust  a  Company  With  1 0  Years  of  Experience 


/>o 

HT  Drapery  Works! 

415-330-9130 

We  come  to  you  and  handle  everything! 
From  design  to  product  selection  to  final 
installation.  We  value  the  Sun  and  your 
Views!  Drapery'  Works!  specializes 
in  All  window  coverings  including: 

•  Roman  Shades 

•  Custom  Draperies  &  Sheers 

•  Solar  Screens 

•  Silhouette®  Window  Treatments 

•  Custom  Bedding 

•  Luminette®  Privacy  Sheers 

•  Balloon  Shades  &  Tailored  Romans 

•  Wood  Blinds 

•  Fabric  Valances 

•  And  more .... 

/ 


We  Come  To  You 


Drapery  Works  i 


Jolynn  Rodriguez 
415-330-9130 


X  uy/i l  £  /lAanccs  <5 ecu/l/i/iy 
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IT  JUST  MAKES  SENSE. 


A  growing  business 
requires  a  growing  team. 


Edward  Jones  believes  that  relationships  are  key  to  success. 
We  feel  that  the  best  way  to  develop  strong  relationships  is 
by  doing  business  face-to-face.  In  order  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  growing  business  I’m  pleased  to  announce  that 
Gary  Norman  will  be  joining  me  to  help  provide  you 
with  one-to-one,  personalized  service  and  advice. 

Please  stop  by  or  call  for  an  appointment  so  we 
can  be  of  service  to  you. 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877.282.7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 
www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 

Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS  Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative  Investment  Representative 


Edward  Jones! 
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your  tremendous  work 

Joe  Valley  home  to  the  San 

rket.  As  the  result 
ending  dedication,  l  would 

,';,serv«s»»*erS.Voa« 

rinuk.nesurte-crylciail” 

ryth.ng  involved  in  this  comp 

completely  and  expertly  hand 

ours.  Will  King 


YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 

Linda  S.  Gordon 

REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext.380 

email:  sold@linda-gordon.com 


isi  v 


“rt-sta  httpy/w„,  ‘o1"*  0o'*>»s  Personal 
Linda’s  background  a  Tl  g  don  com-  '  liked 

TPTCS‘T  «»o„„,s  *  co"^  or 

Readers  Choice  AwarH,  r  .  D  SF  Chromcle 
definitely  caught  my  eye.  ^  *W/  Es'a,e  AZent 

»ok  u.t‘2  "i1""' Unda 

e,„ng  JyZt k””1'”  and 

erties  as  we  liked.  1  asked  hP  u  3S  many  Prop- 
husmess  and  she  said  “1 1  F  Why  She  was  in  the 
**  dream  homeland  nL  '°  *“  Pe°P'e  find 
happen.  P  y  a  Part  >n  making  that 

Lor  One  tting  StlSlT  ^  Were  '^mg 
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We  m0Ved  -  «*  follow,„; ItJdly  WeekS  and 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan  Patrizio  &  Justin  Garrett 


INNER 

San  brands™  ©jiwide 

Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent’ 

TOP  PRODUCER 


Castro  St 


555 


San  Francisco 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 


HERTH 


O 

O) 

c 
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As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 
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for  artists  of  all 


all  canvas  styles— 40%  off! 


W  W  W.  A  RTS  A  KESF.  CO  M 


AFTER  SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS 

WORKSHOPS 

FAMILY  STUDIO 
SUNDAYS 


CLASSES 


ACRYLICS 
CARTOONING 
DRAWING 
OIL  PAINTING 
WATERCOLOR 


new  sessions  begin  the 
week  of  March  20th! 


ART  SUPPLIES 

includingfull  lines  of 

Sennnelier 
Paints  &  Pastels 

Lascaux  Paints 

Copic  Markers 

all  major  brands! 


PAINTING 


Interior  +  Exterior 
Commercial  +  Residential 

LICENSED  -  BONDED  -  INSURED 

CALL  415.  308.1645 

LICENSE  861367 

References  available  upon  request. 


Spring  cooking?  Hop  on  in. 


...we’re  in  your  neighborhood.  Why  go  downtown? 


Gather  inspiration  from 
our  cookbook  collection 


Bake  pretty  cookies  with 
our  spring  cookie  cutters. 


Slice  your  Easter  ham  with 
a  Wiisthof  carving  knife. 


Slow-cook  a  tender  brisket 

in  a  Le  Creuset  Dutch  oven.  Present  your  meal  in  colorful  Bauer 

or  classic  white  Pillivuyt  serveware. 


Cook  up  a  pancake  breakfast 
on  an  All-Clad  Griddle 


1 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  1309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

Boulevard  (4 1 5)  647-2665 


Lynn 

Antic]  ues  &  f^)eautifu  iTh  ings 


L  eaturi  ive  Kooms 
Antiques.  Lamps.  Artwork. 

CA'na.  Classware.  Cutlery. 

I  476- A  Church  5t.  @  27th  5t. 

Tues.  -  Sat.,  noon  to  7pm.  5un.  noon  to  <?pr 
Closed:  Mon  .  41  5-6+1-5966 
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LETTERS  3  9  t 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.  noevalleyvoice .  com 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the  month. 
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Who  Is  Doug  Lockyer? 

Editor: 

Regarding  Doug  Lockyer’s  letter  to  the 
editor  (“Who  Is  Peter  Gabel?”  February 
2005  Voice):  Some  of  us  know  Peter  Gabel 
as  a  law  professor  and  President  Emeri¬ 
tus  of  New  College  of  California.  Locals 
like  me  know  him  as  the  neighbor  who 
successfully  led  efforts  to  bring  a  farm¬ 
ers’  market  to  Noe  Valley  and  help  keep 
Cover  to  Cover  booksore  in  business. 

Certainly  your  staff  knows  who  Mr. 
Gabel  is,  so  why  print  Mr.  Lockyer’s 
slanderous  letter  in  its  entirety? 

I  have  my  doubts  about  Mr.  Lockyer. 
He  calls  himself  a  “local”  and  claims  he 
has  “local  friends.”  Really?  Are  we  to 
think  that  neither  Lockyer  nor  any  of  his 
“local  friends”  has  access  to  a  computer 
with  Internet  access?  Otherwise,  Lockyer 
would  have  known  better  than  to  call 
Gabel  a  “trust  fund  baby”  or  someone 
who  “lives  in  a  tent  in  someone’s  back 
yard.”  But  Lockyer  isn’t  happy  insulting 
Gabel  alone.  He  also  belittles  the  staff  of 
the  Voice  as  being  “mongering,”  “without 
balance,"  and  “lazy." 

While  I  applaud  you  for  having  a  thick 
skin,  I’d  like  to  know  this:  Who  is  Doug 
Locker?  And  who  does  he  think  he  is,  in¬ 
sulting  Mr.  Gabel,  the  Voice ,  and  the  res¬ 
idents  of  Noe  Valley? 

Lockyer  does  not  speak  for  me  or  the 
business  community,  nor  anyone  else  in 
Noe  Valley  that  I  know  of. 

Daniel  Strickland 
23rd  Street 

A  Neighborhood  Hero 

Editor: 

I  am  happy  to  tell  you  who  Peter  Gabel 
is.  Peter  Gabel  is  my  neighborhood  hero. 


He  single-handedly  saved  Noe  Valley’s 
independent  bookstore.  Cover  to  Cover, 
from  being  a  sad  memory.  And  he  is  a  ge¬ 
nius.  He  created  a  concept  to  help  Cover 
to  Cover  stay  financially  viable,  in  a  re¬ 
sourceful,  community-building  way. 

When  all  hope  seemed  abandoned  and 
no  sunlight  was  shining  in  Noe  Valley, 
Peter  Gabel  saved  my  neighborhood  book¬ 
store,  where  I  have  been  in  a  mother/ 
daughter  book  group  for  eight  years.  I  am 
a  proud  native  of  this  fair  city  and  a  Noe 
Valley  resident  for  26  years.  Peter  Gabel 
re -energized  my  desire  to  remain  in  a  city 
that  has  become  very  good  at  pushing 
working  families  out.  Peter  Gabel’s  cre¬ 
ative  vision  made  me  feel  proud  to  stay 
and  raise  my  family  in  the  greatest  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  this  marvelous  city. 

Actually,  Mr.  Lockyer,  Peter  Gabel 
cares  deeply  about  the  economic  recov¬ 
ery  of  24th  Street  businesses.  It  is  Nu- 
traceutical  that  has  left  the  Real  Food 
store  empty  for  the  last  two  and  a  half 
years,  causing  the  economic  downturn 
and  blight  on  that  section  of  our  street. 

Martha  Werthimer  Curtis 
22nd  Street 

Gabel  Has  a  Huge  Heart 

Editor: 

1  got  to  know  Peter  Gabel  when  he  fi¬ 
nessed  me  into  helping  create  the  Noe 
Valley  Farmers’  Market.  Before  that,  I’d 
heard  about  his  accomplishments  as  a  law 
professor,  philosopher,  and  writer;  as  the 
guy  who  rallied  neighbors  to  save  Cover 
to  Cover  bookstore;  as  the  soft-spoken, 
articulate  man  I’d  listened  to  on  the  radio 
talking  about  spirituality;  and  as  the  vi¬ 
sionary  who  started  New  College — good 
heavens,  who  starts  an  accredited  col¬ 


lege?  I  thought  the  guy  must  be  10  feet 
tall  with  a  head  the  size  of  a  Macy’s 
Thanksgiving  Parade  balloon! 

But  the  truth  is,  despite  all  his  honors 
and  accomplishments,  Peter’s  head  is 
normal-sized.  His  heart,  however,  is  lim¬ 
itless.  He  is  one  of  the  kindest,  commu¬ 
nity-minded,  and  intelligent  people  I’ve 
ever  known.  Doug  Lockyer’s  frustration 
and  anger  is  obviously  about  Doug  Lock¬ 
yer  and  not  Peter  Gabel. 

Ironically,  Peter  is  neither  hurt  nor  an¬ 
gered  by  Mr.  Lockyer’s  insults.  In  fact, 
had  Peter  not  been  the  subject  of  abuse, 
he  probably  would  have  been  the  first  per¬ 
son  to  reach  out  to  Mr.  Lockyer,  offering 
to  help  him  in  his  obvious  unhappiness. 

Paula  Benton 
Noe  Valley  resident 

Getting  to  Know  Him 

Editor: 

How  amusing  it  must  be  for  Mr.  Lock¬ 
yer  and  his  friends  to  pass  the  time  mak¬ 
ing  bets  on  who  Peter  Gabel  is.  But  in¬ 
stead  of  devoting  so  much  energy  to 
assailing  him  in  the  Voice,  Lockyer  would 
do  well  to  take  a  more  direct  approach. 
Here  then,  are  a  few  tips. 

The  truth  is  that  getting  to  know  Peter 
Gabel  couldn’t  be  easier.  You  might  start 
by  walking  out  your  front  door  and  head¬ 
ing  for  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 
on  a  Saturday  morning,  where  you’ll 
most  likely  find  him  greeting  neighbors 
and  cleaning  up  at  closing  time.  Gabel 
was  the  person  who  organized  the  group 
of  neighborhood  volunteers  to  create  the 
market,  giving  Noe  Valley  a  healthy  and 
just  alternative  to  the  closing  of  Real 
Food  Company. 

After  a  neighborly,  friendly  hello,  you 
could  start  by  asking  why  Gabel  feels  it’s 
so  important  to  be  an  active  member  of 
the  community.  You  could  ask,  for  ex- 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  10 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 
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SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 
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clients  that  only  the  values  of  a  family-owned 
business  can  inspire. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle  and  bustle,  you 
won't  find  a  greater  beehive  of  activity  in  the 
City  than  24th  Street  on  a  Saturday  morning: 
the  lure  of  freshly  baked  pastries,  the  buzz  of 
upscale  boutiques,  the  hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready  for  the  day. 


views  of  the  City.  And  the  wonderful  Victorians 
in  which  residents  take  pride  and  comfort 


At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people 
find  the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their 
aspirations- -in  Noe  Valley  and  in  all  of  San 
Francisco—  for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've 
been  ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams.  It's  a 
half-century  of  trust  between  our  agents  and 


If  you'd  like  more  information  about  24th 
Street  and  Noe  Valley,  or  about  any  other 
neighborhood  in  the  City,  give  us  a  call 
at  4:5-921-6000.  Or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hiil-co.com. 


Noe  Valley  wasn't  always  like  this,  but  it's  always 
had  this  sense  of  community.  There's  the  fabulous 
weather;  of  course.  The  take-your-breath-away 


9:37  AM  j  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Anytime. 


BAKED 

FRESH 

DAILY 
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Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 


HILL  &  CO. 


www.hill-co.com 


THE  PICKLED 


HUTCH 

an  eclectic  mix  of  antiques,  collectibles,  gifts, 
vintage  jewelry  and  clothing,  gardenshop 

1605  Church  Street  at  28th  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-641-8875  •  www.thepickledhutch.com 


Homework  isn’t  hard  when  you  have  someone  to  help. 


STEPHEN 


Making  even  the  hard  parti  deem  ea&y. 

t.  415.621.4695 

stephen@stephenmoorehomes.com 


1880  Lombard  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
www.hitt-co.com 


consignment  and  estate  services  available 

Proprietor  •  Lisa  Wilson 
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ample,  about  the  time  he  approached 
Cover  to  Cover  Bookstore  a  few  years 
ago,  when  it  was  on  the  brink  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  and  selflessly  launched  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  save  the  store.  Within  a  few 
months,  he  organized  a  group  of  40  “fab¬ 
ulous”  neighbors,  who  invested  $200,000 
and  helped  gather  signatures  from  a  thou¬ 
sand  customers  pledging  to  buy  a  book- a 
month  to  return  the  store  to  success. 

You  could  also  ask  what  inspired  him 
to  join  forces  with  a  group  of  neighbors 
who  were  dumbfounded  by  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  Nutraceutical’s  blatant  vio¬ 
lation  of  workers’  rights  to  organize  at 
Real  Food.  Or  what  happened  after  he  and 
several  other  Noe  Valley  residents  came 
together  to  call  several  town  hall  meet¬ 
ings,  some  attended  by  over  150  people. 
Ask,  too,  how  these  people  decided  what 
we  as  a  community  should  say  to  Nu- 
traceutical  executives  and  to  the  Allens, 
former  Real  Food  landlords — concluding 
that  proposing  an  open,  human  dialogue 
was  best,  even  though  our  invitation  was 
met  for  the  most  part  with  silence. 

Or  you  could  ask  how  you  could  be¬ 
come  involved  in  his  latest  project  to  help 
raise  much  needed  cash  for  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry’s  renovation.  Or  how  you 
could  become  involved  in  Gabel’s  new 
organization,  Noe  Valleyans  for  Commu¬ 
nity  and  Social  Justice — a  group  dedi¬ 
cated  to,  yet  again,  improving  our  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

I  offer  you  my  recommendations  be¬ 
cause  only  a  few  years  ago  1  didn’t  know 
who  PeterGabel  was  either.  But  after  wit¬ 
nessing  how  a  beloved  bookstore  could 
be  saved  by  a  group  of  neighbors,  he  in¬ 


spired  me  to  step  out  of  the  comfort  of  my 
own  living  room  and  become  more  com¬ 
munity-minded.  Like  Gabel,  I  am  not  a 
trust  fund  baby  (I  am  a  working  mother 
of  two),  but  have  discovered  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  in  being  part  of  something  larger  than 
my  own  insular  life.  Like  Gabel,  I  don't 
presume  to  speak  for  the  entire  commu¬ 
nity,  but  I  sincerely  believe  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  at  least  a  few  hours  a  week  if  it  means 
Noe  Valley  and  the  city  can  benefit. 

Or,  then  again,  you  could  spend  your 
days  making  snickering  wagers  with  bud¬ 
dies  about  a  person  you  never  took  the 
time  to  know.  A  losing  and  sad  proposi¬ 
tion  if  I  ever  heard  one. 

Leslie  Crawford 
24th  Street 

Basking  in  Ignorance 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  ask  a  few  questions  and 
make  a  few  points  regarding  the  letter 
from  Doug  Lockyer  that  was  recently 
printed  in  the  Voice  (February  2006).  First 
of  all,  1  know  I  am  not  the  only  local  won¬ 
dering  about  the  relationship  between  Mr. 
Lockyer,  his  alleged  friends,  and  Nu- 
traceutical  Corporation.  Who  is  Doug 
Lockyer?  Why  is  he  so  eager  to  come  to 
the  defense  of  a  corporation  that  obvi¬ 
ously  has  no  interest  in  what  is  best  for 
the  business  community  here,  much  less 
any  regard  for  its  former  customers,  the 
law,  or  the  30  employees  it  illegally 
sacked  in  order  to  stop  a  union  campaign? 

Local  friends  and  I  have  a  running  bet 
as  to  whether  Lockyer  is  (a)  pals  with  Nu¬ 
traceutical’s  attorney  Steve  Hirschfeld, 
(b)  a  trust  fund  baby,  or  (c)  a  fictional  en¬ 
tity  invented  by  somebody  on  Nutraceu- 
tical’s  PR  staff.  It  is  obvious  that  Mr. 
Lockyer — provided  that  he  even  exists — 
doesn’t  feel  sufficiently  committed  to  his 
pro-Nutraceutical  rhetoric  to  present  his 
views  at  the  various  Real  Food’s-related 
meetings  that  have  been  taking  place 


openly  in  the  neighborhood  over  the 
course  of  the  past  two  aod  a  half  years. 
(As  far  as  I  can  tell,  Lockyer  has  not  been 
elected  to  anything;  perhaps  this  explains 
his  lack  of  civic  engagement,  seeing  that 
Lockyer  seems  to  view  civic  engagement 
as  the  unique  province  of  elected  officials 
and  merchants.) 

Let  me  be  clear  on  this,  Lockyer  does 
not  represent  a  majority  of  the  people  who 
live  in  this  neighborhood,  and  he  sure  as 
heck  doesn’t  represent  me.  Expressing 
himself  with  all  the  finesse  of  a  14-year- 
old  neighborhood  bully,  he  makes  no 
good  case  as  to  why  anybody  should 
want  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  Nutraceu- 
tical  to  reopen  on  24th  Street,  when  there 
are  other  responsible  grocers  interested  in 
setting  up  shop  here.  If  Lockyer  cares  to 
inform  himself  about  the  situation,  rather 
than  bask  in  his  self-satisfied  ignorance 
and  paranoia,  then  he  might  consider  at¬ 
tending  the  next  meeting  at  St.  Philip’s. 

M.  Kelly 
Noe  Valley  resident 

New  Life  for  a  Small  Bookstore 

Editor: 

In  response  to  the  unconscionable  and 
vitriolic  personal  attack  levied  by  Doug 
Lockyer  against  Peter  Gabel  in  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  Voice,  I  have  many  things  to  say. 
But  it  all  boils  down  to  this: 

I  am  a  small  business  owner.  That  I  can 
still  make  that  claim  is  a  tribute  to  Peter 
Gabel.  When  Cover  to  Cover  had  fallen 
prey  to  skyrocketing  rents  and  a  down¬ 
ward-spiraling  city  economy  (9-11  hit 
this  tourist  town  like  a  Mike  Tyson  one- 
two  combination),  Peter  cared  enough  to 
step  up  and  gamer  the  support  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  residents  to  breathe  new  life  into  a 
bookstore  that  my  partners  and  I  had 
thought  was  a  dead  dream. 

His  energy  was  boundless,  his  efforts 
herculean,  his  passion  and  concern  were 
both  humbling  and  contagious.  He  didn’t 


do  it  because  we  were  good  buddies.  He 
hardly  knew  me.  He  did  it  because  he 
truly  believes  that  compassion  and  moral¬ 
ity  can  fuel  a  social  movement  and  effect 
social  change.  It’s  about  belonging  to  a 
neighborhood,  a  community  where  we 
can  work  together  to  create  a  whole  that 
is  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  I  don’t 
know  that  I  even  understand  it  well 
enough  to  explain  it  to  someone  else,  but 
Peter’s  vision  and  efforts  have  allowed 
me  to  point  out  to  my  children  that  one 
person  can  indeed  make  a  difference. 

Maybe  Peter  Gabel  doesn’t  speak  for 
you,  Doug  Lockyer,  and  maybe  he  hasn’t 
been  elected  to  anything,  but  if  he  should 
ever  decide  to  run  for  some  elected  office, 
he  can  count  on  my  vote. 

Mark  Ezarik 
Cover  to  Cover  Books 
1 307  Castro  Street 

Editor’s  Note:  There  were  so  many  letters 
written  in  response  to  Doug  Lockyer’ s  let¬ 
ter  in  the  February  Voice  that  we  were  un¬ 
able  to  print  them  all  in  their  entirety.  Ad¬ 
ditional  letters  and  more  complete 
versions  of  some  letters  can  be  found  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  e-mail  editor@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  (Anony¬ 
mous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may 
be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


We  sell  Noe  Valley. 


We  know  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco! 
From  single  family  homes  to  multi-unit 
residential,  from  TIC  homes  to  condos. 

For  availability  and  showing  information, 
call  our  24/7  listing  hotline: 

415.695.2715. 


LIFE 


BUILDING 

TRUST 


FOR 


Michael  Ackerman  Oliver  Burgelman 

415.695.2715 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


PENDING 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


2  Bedroom,  1  bath  fixer 
offered  at  $ 669,000 
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Tree  Brigade  Holds 
Spring  Planting 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

benefit  of  increased  house  values  and  the 
environmental  benefit  of  better  air,”  says 
Ratliff,  who  lives  on  Noe  Street.  She 
thinks  the  FUF  offer  is  a  good  deal.  "It 
would  cost  much  more  to  do  it  yourself.” 

Also  sold  on  the  tree-planting  is  Sal- 
vadori,  a  Romain  Street  resident  and 
member  of  the  “Green  and  Beautifying 
Committee"  for  Noe  Valley’s  new  Com¬ 
munity  Benefit  District.  “A  street  with 
trees  is  always  more  attractive  than  one 
without,"  she  says,  “and  it  shows  that  peo¬ 
ple  care.”  She  notes  that  the  benefit  dis¬ 
trict  is  coordinating  with  FUF  to  plant 
about  1 00  trees  along  24th  Street. 

Do  It  With  Your  Neighbors 

The  Noe  Valley  organizers  say  the  May 
planting  will  be  a  true  community  event. 
A  representative  from  each  household 
getting  a  tree  will  be  asked  to  attend  an 
informational  meeting  in  early  April. 
Then,  on  Saturday,  May  6,  recipients  (at 
least  one  person  per  tree)  will  gather  to 
help  with  the  planting.  The  neighbors  will 
work  together  until  all  the  trees  are  in 
place.  The  event  concludes  with  a  potluck 
lunch  hosted  by  one  of  the  participants. 

At  the  April  meeting.  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest  members  will  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  process,  discuss  planting- 
day  plans,  and  help  participants  select 
their  trees. 

FUF  Program  Director  Doug  Wildman 
advises  new  planters  to  consider  several 
factors  when  choosing  a  tree,  such  as  the 
available  sidewalk  space,  soil  type, 
amount  of  sunlight,  and  the  growth  rate 
of  the  species.  Magnolias  and  olive  trees 
are  two  of  the  many  species  that  have 
thrived  here  in  the  past. 


“Noe  Valley  has  a  wide  range  of  mi¬ 
croclimates  and  is  able  to  support  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  trees,”  he  says. 

Tree  planters  also  should  pick  a  loca¬ 
tion  that  will  pass  muster  with  the  city’s 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW). 
DPW  regulates  a  tree’s  proximity  to  inter¬ 
sections,  bus  stops,  street  signs,  fire  hy¬ 
drants,  utility  poles,  underground  lines, 
and  other  trees.  In  addition,  trees  may  not 
interfere  with  visibility  for  passing  traffic. 

Fowler  says  the  first  step  is  for  prop¬ 
erty  owners  to  complete  the  FUF  letter  of 
agreement  and  the  DPW  tree  planting  ap¬ 


plication  form,  both  available  online  at 
the  FUF  web  site,  www  .fuf.net.  The  $  1 50 
cost  also  includes  a  follow-up  visit  to 
check  on  the  tree’s  health  after  12  to  18 
months.  FUF  will  obtain  the  required  per¬ 
mits  from  the  city,  handle  underground 
utility  identification  and  concrete  cutting, 
order  trees  and  supplies,  and  provide  tools. 

To  sign  up  for  the  May  6  planting,  con¬ 
tact  Fowler  at  stepbenfowler@yahoo 
.com  or  648-4811,  or  Ratliff  at  ratliff@ 
gmail.com.  Those  who  submit  completed 
forms  by  the  deadline  will  be  informed  of 
the  April  meeting  date  and  location. 


'  “I’m  really  looking  forward  to  the 
planting  as  a  way  to  get  to  know  my 
neighbors,”  says  Ratliff.  “We  would  love 
to  have  more  people  take  part  in  this 
planting,  because  every  tree  counts  for  all 
of  us!” 


Noe  Valleyans  (left  to  right)  Stephen  Fowler,  Isabelle  Salvadori,  and  Rachel  Ratliff  have  enlisted  more  than  30  neighbors  in  a  May  tree  planting 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest.  Trees  similar  to  these  on  25th  Street  could  be  part  of  the  leafy  canopy.  Photo  by  Jan  Brittenson 


.  4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $32  for  3  courses 
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BANKER  □ 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
We  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


CRS,  CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRO 

Broker  Associate 


fS^etty  <9aisch. 


Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

1 1  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


Expect  the  best. 

V. 
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FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Tea  Room  &  Antiques 

Visit  our  Tea  Cellar 
at  1350  Church  Street 
where  you’ll  find  a  wide  assortment  of 
black,  green,  herbal 
and  organic  teas 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  •  Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  pm. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 

_  / 


*©  iq  i^u\rfEii<Tr 


Fine  Chinese  Dim  Sum  &  Dinner 


»*•!«•  -X  * 


Sun.  -  Wed.  11  a.m.  to  11  p.m. 

Thurs.  -  Sat.  11  a.m.  to  Midnight 

3170  16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Tel:  (415)  863-8100  •  Fax:  (415)  863-1189 


www.biglantern.com 


FREE  DELIVERY 
DINNER  TO  GO  10%  OFF 


and  Stay  in  Shape 
with  Wild  Bill 

"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  - 10:10  am 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 

Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam/and  freshly  baked  bread  $75 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  of  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 

Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 


UIT 
SMART 


Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 


Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


M  A  TT  BTIYK  FTY*®  4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 
IVIAlifl  OvALO  £1 1 V*  (415)  824.1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 
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Losing  Your 
Records  Can 
Be  Taxing 

So  Keep  Copies  in  a  Safe 
Place 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

You  may  not  realize  how  important 
they  are  until  they’re  gone,  but  loss 
of  personal,  medical,  and  financial 
records  can  be  a  nightmare.  (Think  Hur¬ 
ricane  Katrina.) 

As  part  of  its  new  program  to  break  dis¬ 
aster-readiness  into  manageable  steps,  in 
March  the  Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee  is  encouraging  neighbors  to 
duplicate  important  data  and  stash  the 
copies  in  a  safe  place. 

“This  month,  while  you  are  preparing 
your  taxes,  might  be  an  ideal  time  to  jot 
down  your  accounts,  make  copies  of  vi¬ 
tal  documents,  and  put  them  in  several 
places  where  you  can  retrieve  them  in 
case  of  emergency,”  says  preparedness 
committee  coordinator  Mindy  Kershner. 

What  Should  You  Collect? 

Keep  copies  of  any  information  that 
could  pose  a  logistical  hassle  if  it’s  de¬ 
stroyed  or  inaccessible.  Some  examples 
include: 

Identification  documents  such  as 
driver’s  licenses,  passports,  green  cards, 
and  social  security  cards 

Vital  records  such  as  birth  and  mar¬ 
riage  certificates 

Medical  records,  including  pre¬ 
scriptions  and  vaccine  records 

Pet  registration  and  vaccine  records 
Property  deeds 

Wills,  powers  of  attorney,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  contracts 


**  Bank  account  numbers 
Tax  records  and  receipts 
Insurance  policy  numbers  and  com¬ 
pany  contact  information 

Personal  property  inventory  with 
photos 

Next,  find  a  safe  place  to  store  your  du¬ 
plicates.  Keep  one  copy  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  information  in  your  emergency 
“go  kit.”  Other  good  choices  may  include 
an  offsite  office,  a  friend  or  relative’s 
home,  or  a  bank  safe-deposit  box.  Better 
yet.  keep  records  in  multiple  locations — 
for  example,  with  a  nearby  friend  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  quick  access  in  case  of  an  isolated 
event  such  as  a  house  fire,  and  with  a  dis¬ 
tant  friend  in  case  of  a  major  disaster  that 
affects  the  entire  neighborhood  or  city. 

Do  the  same  with  backups  of  your 
computer  files  on  CDs  or  DVDs. 

Know  Your  Stuff 

If  an  insurance  adjuster  asked  for  a  list 
of  property  lost  in  a  disaster,  would  you 
be  able  to  comply? 

“One  should  have  a  record  of  major 
items  in  your  home  and  proof  of  their 
value  for  insurance  purposes,"  explains 
Kershner. 

Several  home  inventory  tools  are  avail¬ 
able  online.  The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA)  recom¬ 
mends  a  free  household  and  personal 
property  inventory  program  from  the 
University  of  Illinois  ( www.ag.uiuc.edul 
~vistalabstractslahouseinv.html).  Don't 
forget  to  include  serial  numbers  and  pur¬ 
chase  information  (cost,  date,  receipts) 
for  expensive  items. 

With  the  inventory  as  a  guide,  go 
through  your  home  with  a  camera.  Take 
pictures  not  only  of  big-ticket  items,  but 
also  of  things  that  have  cumulative  value 
(like  books,  CDs,  and  clothes)  and  items 
with  sentimental  or  historical  value. 

“Think  of  the  personal  treasures  that 
have  emotional  value  to  you  and  your 


KIKIYO 


personal  training 
and  yoga  studio 


website  kiki-yo.com 
phone  (415)587-5454 

605  B  Chenery  Street 
near  Glen  Park  Village,  SF 


*  Iyengar  *  Ashtanga  *  Personal  Training  *  Pilates  Mat  * 


Morning  &  Evening  Classes  *  Friendly  Teachers 


Artist  Mark  Adams 
Dies  at  80 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

but  left  before  graduation  to  study  ab¬ 
stract  art  in  New  York  with  prominent  ab¬ 
stract/expressionist  Hans  Hoffman. 

Later,  to  support  himself,  he  dug 
ditches  for  a  restoration  project  at  the  old 
Spanish  mission  in  Carmel,  Calif.  When 
a  foreman  for  the  project  became  aware 
of  Adams’  artistic  abilities,  he  asked  him 
to  paint  the  stations  of  the  cross  in  one  of 
the  chapels.  In  the  1950s,  Adams  also  de¬ 
signed  store  windows  in  San  Francisco. 

During  this  period,  Adams  came  up 
with  the  name  "hungry  i”  for  a  friend's 
new'  nightclub  in  North  Beach.  “It  desig¬ 
nated  the  first-person  singular,  with  all  of 
its  various  cravings,”  he  explained  in  a 
1985  interview.  The  club  went  on  to  be¬ 
come  a  San  Francisco  landmark  during 
the  beat  era. 

Sometime  later,  after  developing  an  in¬ 
terest  in  tapestries,  Adams  went  to  France 
to  study  with  famed  French  tapestry  de¬ 
signer  Jean  Lurcat.  When  he  returned  to 
the  United  States,  Adams  began  getting 
tapestry  design  work  and  later,  as  his  rep¬ 
utation  grew  as  an  artist  who  understood 
architecture,  stained-glass  commissions. 

In  the  1970s,  established  and  finan¬ 
cially  secure,  Adams  decided  that  large- 
scale  decorative  art  no  longer  provided 
him  artistic  satisfaction.  So  he  returned  to 
painting,  his  early  love,  and  specifically 
to  watercolor.  “  I  wanted  to  do  something 


Mark  Adams  named  this  painting  Houses 
Across  the  Street.  The  1987  work  likely 
shows  houses  on  22nd  Street,  where  he  and 
artist  Beth  Van  Hoesen  lived  for  many  years. 

Photo  courtesy  Marquand  Books,  Inc.l 
Chronicle  Books  and  the  John  Berggruen  Gallery 

small,  intimate,  and  personal... some¬ 
thing  that  nobody  was  going  to  see  for  a 
while,"  he  said  in  the  1980s. 

Adams’  watercolor  style  often  involved 
taking  everyday  objects — a  tie,  a  bowl  of 
jello — and  portraying  them  with  new 
meaning  through  a  series  of  vivid,  deli¬ 
cate,  and  translucent  color  washes. 

Adams  had  his  first  watercolor  show  in 
1977.  Soon  his  work  was  seen  as  far 
afield  as  New  York  and  Paris.  He  contin¬ 
ued  to  produce  watercolors  well  into  the 
1990s. 

“Mark  had  a  unique  vision,”  noted 
Berggruen.  “His  work  gave  tremendous 
pleasure  to  thousands  of  people.” 

Added  his  friend  Tom  Raffin,  “The 
depth  and  breadth  of  his  work  was  breath¬ 
taking.  Very  few  have  accomplished  what 
he  did.” 


family.  The  loss  of  the  family  photo  al¬ 
bums  can  be  devastating,”  Kershner  says. 
“With  a  little  preparation,  you  could  pre¬ 
serve  these  irreplaceable  memories  by 
copying  at  least  some  of  your  most  trea¬ 
sured  images.” 


The  next  Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee  meeting  will  be  March  13,  at 
6:30  p.m.  Contact  Kershner  at  377-3890 
or  e-mail  mindytower@aol.com  for  the 
meeting  location.  To  get  more  disaster- 
preparedness  tips,  go  to  www.72hours.org. 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 

415.338.0154 


DOUG  DEVINE 

415.338.0223 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 


Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chef's  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 


Offered  at  $950,000 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23rd  Street 


Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 


Offered  at  $699,000 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDUJeLL 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
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MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


Our  > 

r  House-Smoked 

.'mon  was  named 
°ne  of  the  "125  Best 
Things  to  Eat"  by 
San  Francisco, 
Magazine/  ^ 


expanded  meat 
department 
exclusively 
featuring  Niman 
Ranch  Meats 


Honored  as 
of  the  Top  77 
reasons  to  live  in 
on  Francisco  by 

7X7  Magazine 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
i  www.biritemarket.com  l 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  *  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


SchweD 


CONSTRUCTION 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 


(415)  285-2160 


Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


Member: 

/  *5  % 

a  BBB  ► 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Specializing  in  Curry 

Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  —  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  -  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  St.  Patrick’s  Day  to  All 
Our  Noe  Valley  Friends  and  Customers! 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  IS  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5.647.6000 


•  Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


STREETLIGHT 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
3979  24th  ST  (415)  282-3550 
2350  MARKET  (415)  282-8000 
www.slrecords.com 


For  All 

Your  Flower  and 
Gift  Needs, 

Call 

Accent  on  Flowers 

415-824-3233 


Your  Noe  Valley 
Florist 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Gall  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have 
workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  tor  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  - 1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $12-$15/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  March  2006  1 5 


Stairs,  Trails,  and 
Hills  to  Conquer 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 


add  pushups  on  the  flat  paved  area  at  the 
base,  while  those  seeking  a  quiet  spot  to 
rest  will  find  it  on  the  bench  located  three 
quarters  of  the  way  up  the  stairs.  From 
there,  the  view  extends  across  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  up  to  Twin  Peaks. 

Duncan  between  Sanchez  and  Noe: 
Head  up  the  hill  on  Duncan  past  Sanchez 
for  another  fine  set  of  neighborhood 
stairs.  Simply  reaching  the  short  stair¬ 
way’s  base  is  a  feat  in  and  of  itself.  Take 
the  steps  to  the  Noe  Street  summit  and 
gaze  back  over  the  valley  for  views 
stretching  out  to  the  East  Bay  hills.  This 
is  a  gorgeous  spot  to  visit  at  dusk  when 
the  lights  have  started  to  twinkle  and  be¬ 
fore  the  sky  goes  completely  dark. 

Douglass  and  Corwin:  Douglass’ 
northern  end  exits  Noe  Valley  with  a  set 
of  stairs  that  descends  into  the  Castro 
neighborhood.  At  the  top  of  the  stairs, 
trees  from  surrounding  homes  frame  an 
attractive  view  of  Castro  buildings. 

Castro  and  Duncan:  Head  down  the 
upper  section  of  Duncan  Street  towards 
the  heart  of  Noe  Valley  until  you  hit  the 
tiny  stretch  of  Castro  Street  that  sits  dis¬ 
connected  from  the  rest.  At  the  end  of  a 
small  cul-de-sac,  a  short  but  steep  set  of 
stairs  descends  to  28th  Street.  Perfect  for 
a  quick  sweat-session,  these  shaded  stairs 
offer  a  sweeping  view  towards  the  city’s 
southern  end. 

Scenic  Strolls 

During  my  neighborhood  walks,  I 
rarely  have  trouble  keeping  my 
mind  busy.  Each  building  is  so  different 
than  the  next.  Little  gardens  abound  in 
tiny  front  yards,  while  various  signs  in 
windows  announce  everything  from  po¬ 
litical  outlooks  to  birthday  celebrations. 

When  I  walk,  I  have  a  few  favorite 
games  I  play.  The  first  is  called  Guess 
ghat's  in  Back?  I’m  endlessly  curious 
about  peoples'  back  yards  and  how  they 
maximize  what  is  often  ultra-steep  and 
limited  space.  Do  they  plant  gardens?  Use 
terraced  sections?  Throw  their  old  appli¬ 
ances  out  there?  What?  What?  The  sec¬ 
ond,  which  I  play  whenever  I  see  a  For 
Sale  sign,  is  Guess  How  Much  That  Place 
Costs ?  And,  yes,  I  often  go  home  and 
look  places  up  online  purely  to  see  how 
close  my  guess  came  to  asking  price. 

While  any  of  Noe  Valley’s  streets  make 
scenic  strolls,  here  are  a  few  of  my  fa¬ 
vorite  routes. 

The  Harry  Street  Steps:  To  find  this 
steep  wooden  climb,  head  south  on 
Sanchez  until  you  reach  Randall.  Turn 
right  onto  Randall,  take  your  next  left 
onto  Harper  and  turn  right  onto  Laidley. 
Harry  Street  ascends  from  between  two 
houses  at  roughly  100  Laidley. 

Harry  Street’s  rickety-looking  steps  are 
flanked  with  greenery  from  banana  trees, 
palm  fronds,  and  winding  vines.  With  the 
treetops  creating  a  patchy  canopy  over¬ 
head,  a  trip  up  these  stairs  can  make  you 
completely  forget  you’re  in  a  city. 

Once  you  reach  the  top,  you’ll  be  on 
Beacon  Street.  To  extend  this  walk,  you 
can  turn  right  and  follow  the  road  until 
you  hit  Diamond  Street.  Take  a  left  on  Di¬ 
amond,  and  the  newly  built  Haas  Park, 
which  has  a  gated  dog  park  and  play¬ 
ground,  is  just  up  the  road  on  Diamond 
Heights  Boulevard. 

To  return  to  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 
from  the  top  of  the  Harry  steps,  turn  left 
on  Beacon  and  follow  the  road  down  to 
Miguel.  Turn  left  where  Miguel  dips  back 
to  Laidley.  Take  a  left  on  Laidley  and  en¬ 
joy  the  striking  architecture  of  the  street’s 
homes  as  you  stroll  back  to  Harper. 

The  Complete  Douglass:  Ideally,  one 
would  begin  this  walk  at  the  very  top  of 


Glen  Canyon  Park  is  an  oasis  in  the  city  that  offers  a  winding  paths,  huge  boulders,  a  trickling  stream,  and  birds  and  other  wildlife.  The  start  of 
this  dirt  trail  is  at  the  back  of  Christopher  Playground  behind  the  Safeway  in  Diamond  Heights.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


the  narrow  trails  and  scrambling  at  the 
base  of  the  large  boulders,  where  rock 
climbers  occasionally  come  to  practice.  If 
you  follow  the  main  trail  down  into  the 
canyon,  you’ll  reach  a  wooden  bridge  that 
goes  over  a  small  stream.  Cross  the 
bridge,  and  you’ll  reach  a  wide  unpaved 
road  perfect  for  jogging  or  walking.  That 
road  ends  at  Glen  Canyon’s  official 
O’Shaughnessy  Boulevard  entrance  in 
the  Glen  Park  neighborhood. 

The  Upper  Market  March:  The  stretch 
of  road  where  Portola  turns  into  Market 
Street  offers  sweeping,  unobstructed 
views  of  the  entire  city.  It’s  a  busy  road 
and  can  be  windy  ai\d  loud,  but  it’s  worth 
braving  both  traffic  and  the  elements  to 
see  the  city  from  this  perspective. 

From  Noe  Valley,  hike  up  Clipper 
Street.  Once  you  cross  Douglass,  there’s 
only  a  sidewalk  on  one  side  of  the  road. 
Keep  following  Clipper  all  the  way  to  the 
top.  Turn  right  onto  Portola,  sticking  to 
the  sidewalk  on  the  right  side  of  the  road. 

You’ll  soon  be  walking  along  a  stretch 
of  Upper  Market  Street  that  overlooks  all 
of  Noe  Valley  and  offers  a  180-degree 
view  of  the  cityscape. 

Just  as  you’re  about  to  start  getting  an¬ 
noyed  with  the  cars  whizzing  by  and  sul¬ 
lying  the  ambiance,  there’s  a  large  spiral 
staircase  you  can  use  to  descend  to  Grand 
View.  From  Grand  View,  walk  right  on 
any  side  street  to  return  to  Douglass  Street 
and  Noe  Valley  proper. 

If  you’re  still  full  of  beans,  keep  walk¬ 
ing  down  Market  until  you  reach  the  stop¬ 
light  at  Romain.  Follow  Romain  past 
Grand  View  on  to  Douglass  Street.  When 
you  reach  Douglass,  tum  right  and  follow 
it  back  towards  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley. 

Both  walks  will  take  at  least  an  hour 
round  trip  from  Noe  Valley.  Have  fun! 


Nicholas  Monsma  and  Steven  Short  (with  guidebook)  pause  to  see  just  how  many  steps 
there  are  to  the  top  of  Harry  Street,  a  favorite  destination  for  Noe  Valley  walkers. 


Douglass  Street,  just  past  its  intersection 
with  Duncan.  Begin  walking  downhill. 
To  your  right,  there  are  lovely  Bay  views. 

You  will  pass  Douglass  Park  on  your 
left.  If  you  have  a  dog  in  tow,  stop  at  the 
park’s  upper  field  for  some  off-leash  fun. 
If  you’re  with  children,  the  playground  in 
the  lower  park  area  is  always  a  hit. 

Continue  heading  down  Douglass.  You 
will  pass  Noe  Courts  on  your  left.  Again, 
a  great  place  to  stop  with  either  dogs  or 
children  for  a  quick  water/jungle  gym/ 
grass-eating  break. 

After  you  pass  Noe  Courts,  the  rest  of 
your  walk  will  be  fairly  flat.  Continue  on 
until  you’ve  passed  21st  Street  and  the 
road  narrows.  The  Douglass/Corwin 
stairway  will  be  in  front  of  you.  Stop  for 
the  view. 

Head  left  on  Corwin  until  you’ve 
reached  the  Corwin  Community  Garden. 
This  small  plot  of  land  features  60  vari¬ 
eties  of  plants  and  counts  30  bird  species 
as  frequent  visitors.  Benches  placed 
along  the  mulch  pathways  offer  quiet 
resting  spots. 

Return  the  way  you  came.  Time:  Both 
walks  take  about  30  minutes  roundtrip. 

The  Long  Haul 

Sometimes,  your  mood  (and  perhaps 
your  bouncing  four-legged  compan¬ 
ion’s  robust  energy  level)  calls  for  a 
longer  adventure.  Both  of  the  following 
walks  offer  all  the  rewards  of  heading  out 
of  town  for  a  hike,  without,  of  course,  the 
heading-out-of-town  part.  Instead,  you 
just  have  to  venture  a  little  outside  of  the 
neighborhood. 


Glen  Canyon  Park:  To  reach  Glen 
Canyon  from  Noe  Valley,  make  your  way 
down  Diamond  Heights  Boulevard  to¬ 
wards  the  Safeway  (and  new  Walgreen’s) 
Shopping  Center.  Just  before  the  entrance 
to  the  shopping  center  parking  lot,  there 
is  a  path  to  Christopher  Playground.  Fol¬ 
low  this  path.  When  you  reach  the  main 
field,  walk  right  on  the  paved  loop.  To¬ 
wards  the  back  of  the  field — which  could 
also  be  described  as  the  top  of  the  loop — 
there  are  two  ways  to  enter  Glen  Canyon. 
If  you’re  standing  at  the  top  of  the  loop 
and  facing  the  canyon,  a  paved  path  de¬ 
scends  to  your  right.  To  your  left,  you  will 
find  a  small  dirt  trail. 

Once  you’ve  entered  the  canyon,  trails 
wind  around  the  perimeter.  The  main 
route  descends  toward  the  canyon’s  floor. 
Dogs  and  children  love  bounding  down 


Renewing  your  Wood  Cabinets  &  Floors 
has  never  been  so  easy. 


NH; 


i  finance 

Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal” 


We  offer  an  alternative  to  traditional 
hardwood  refinishing 
no  dust  •  no  mess  •  no  odors 


FLOORS  •  CABINETS  •  DOORS  &  TRIMS 
WOODWORK  OF  ALL  KINDS 


H  This  N-Hance  Revolutionary  Process  Renews  Wood... 
without  the  hassle,  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost 
in  just  24  hours.  100%  Customer  Satisfaction! 


Call  415.294.7795  for  a  FREE,  no-obligation  estimate 
Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  15%  off  of  your  estimate. 


1 6  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  March  2006 


Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Prudential 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 

www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Cal-Bay 

Builders 


Specializing  in 
Foundations  & 
Renovation 


Lynn  Odvody 


415. 

641. 

7600 


Lynn@Cal-Bay 
Builders.com 
Lie.  N°  653284 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 


Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 


rossmaddenlaw.com 


1825  4th  St  1440  Burlingame  Ave 

Berkeley  Burlingame 

510  549  9195  650  558  0175 


Shoe 

Sale 


2080  Chestnut  St 
San  Francisco 

4  1  5  929  8868 


4001  24TH  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Buyers  Come  to  • 
Their  Senses 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Noe  Valley’s  sizzling  housing  market 
lost  some  of  its  heat  in  January  as 
buyers  took  longer  to  make  up  their  minds 
and  refused  to  overpay  for  their  new  ad¬ 
dresses. 

Four  single-family  homes  closed  es¬ 
crow  in  January,  considerably  fewer  than 
the  15  homes  that  sold  a  month  earlier. 
Three  condominiums  changed  hands, 
down  from  the  14  condos  that  sold  the 
previous  December. 

Wh  ile  January  sales  of  detached  homes 
and  condos  were  comparable  to  one  year 
earlier,  there  were  several  signals  that  the 
.neighborhood  was  experiencing  a  less 
frantic  market. 

For  the  first  time  since  July  2004,  and 
only  the  third  time  since  the  summer  of 
2003,  the  average  sales  price  for  a  de¬ 
tached  home  was  under  $1  million.  In  ad¬ 


dition,  buyers  in  January  barely  met  the 
seller’s  price,  paying  99  percent  of  the  list 
price.  A  year  earlier,  aggressive  overbids 
pushed  prices  an  average  of  9  percent 
over  the  asking  price. 

Homes  remained  on  the  market  for  an 
average  of  65  days  before  closing  escrow. 
One  year  ago,  buyers  were  picking  up 
front-door  keys  in  46  days. 

Condo  buyers  in  January  on  average 
paid  full  price  and  closed  escrow  in  48 
days.  But  condo  buyers  one  year  earlier 
paid  24  percent  over  the  asking  price  and 
were  ready  to  move  into  their  new  homes 
in  just  19  days. 

“This  is  what  most  of  the  real  estate  in¬ 
dustry  is  referring  to  as  a  return  to  a  nor¬ 
mal  market  instead  of  the  craziness  that 
we’ve  been  going  through  for  the  last  few 
years,”  said  Randall  Kostick,  general 
sales  manager  for  Zephyr  Real  Estate, 
which  supplies  monthly  sales  data  to  the 
Voice. 

Still,  real  estate  is  not  cheap  in  Noe 
Valley. 

Buyers  paid  $1,175,000  for  the  most 
expensive  home  sold  in  January,  a  four- 
bedroom,  two-bath  property  in  the  400 
block  of  27th  Street,  between  Sanchez 
and  Noe  streets. 

The  costliest  condo,  a  four-bedroom, 
three-bath  unit  in  the  500  block  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street,  between  Noe  and  Castro 
streets,  sold  for  $1,310,000. 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

415  821  3760 

www.jmoyerlandscaping.  com 


LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  UCENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  853919 


Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional:  Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
Experienced:  15  years  in  real  estate;  Duke  MBA 
Local:  Noe  Valley  Homeowner 

Competitive:  Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Countrywide. 


Christopher  Baker 

Innovative  Mortgage 
Solutions 

415.307.5626 

ChrisB@IMS-Loans.com 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales’* 


Total  Sales  No. 

Low 

Price  (S) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  (S) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Jan.  2006  4 

$850,000 

$1,175,000 

$972,500 

65 

99% 

Dec.  2005  15 

$675,000 

$2,145,000 

$1,203,533 

37 

106% 

Jan.  2005  6 

$950,000 

$1,800,000 

$1,335,833 

46 

109% 

Condominiums 

Jan.  V006  3 

$350,000 

$1,310,000 

$874,333 

48 

100% 

Dec.  2005  14 

$575,000 

$1,510,000 

$890,321 

42 

105% 

Jan.  2005  2 

$780,000 

$825,000 

$802,500 

19 

124% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Jan.  2006  3 

$1,300,000 

$1,635,000 

$1,445,000 

46 

103% 

Dec.  2005  4 

$937,500 

$1,716,888 

$1,233,597 

56 

106% 

Jan.  2005  3 

$912,000 

$1,435,000 

$1,115,667 

57 

114% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Jan.  2006  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  2005  1 

$6,160,000 

$6,160,000 

$6,160,000 

99 

104% 

Jan.  2005  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 
Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  NW3/06 


Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
February  2006 

Average 
February  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

2 

$  995 -$1,000 

$  998 /mo. 

$1,208  /  mo. 

1-bedroom 

18 

$1,350 -$2,450 

$1,797 /mo. 

$1,532 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

12 

$1,775 -$3,600 

$2,323 /mo. 

$2,521  /  mo. 

3-bedroom 

7 

$2,600  -  $3,700 

$3,016 /mo. 

$2,600  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

3 

$5,200  -  $6,900 

$6,034  /  mo. 

$4,950 /mo. 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  of  42  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  wwwxraigslist.com 

Feb.  6-15,  2006.  NW3i06% 

Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


i..Ms 

additions 


kitchens 


baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415. 648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


EYE  LEVEL 
optometry 


Comprehensive  Eye  Exams 
Contact  Lenses 
LASIK  Consultation 
Evening  &  Saturday  Appointments 
Designer  Eyeglasses  £r  Sunglasses 

Gucci 
Burberry 
Armani 
Ralph  Lauren 
Kate  Spade 
Dior 


V4\ 


vs  p 


VSP  Network  Doctor 


Dr.  Bonnie  Ng 

(415)  648-4200 

1544  Church  St.  @  Duncan  St. 


Hibrat  Hailu,  D.D.S. 

General  Dentistry,  Invisalipi, 
Children  Dental  Services,  Implants, 
Root  Canals.  Periodontal  Therapy, 
200M  In-house  User  Whitening. 
Metal  Free  Dentistry 


Cosmetic  and  General  Dentistry 

for  all  ages 

2001  Union  Street,  Suite  397 

A 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

tel  (415)  409-DENT  (3368)  # 
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Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 


For  Problems  or  Help  With... 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . 4 15-241 -WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  potholes@ci.sf.ca.us . 415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 

www.ci.sf.ca.us/sfdpwitrees .  41 5-695-20 1 7 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out . . 415-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs .  . . 41 5-554-9^80 

Abandoned  Vehicles . 415-553-9817 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 415-553-1200 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP) . 415-431-7400 

Homeless  Outreach  (Ben  Amyes,  District  8  team  leader) .  415-558-1285 

Utility  Lndergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works 

undergrounding@sfgov.org . 415-554-4860 

Whistleblower  Hotline .  415-554-2489 

Other  Handy  Numbers 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services . 415-558-7111 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty .  415-554-6968 

24th  Street  Community  Benefits  District  Dispatch . 415-559-8683 


"Rudeness  is  the  weak  man’s  imitation  of  strength.’'  —Eric  Hotter  (1902-1983) 
THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


VALig 

^  ^ 

LAW  OFFICES 


Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

‘Living’  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 

PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 

Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 


r 


V  VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

ALWAYS  ON  THE  FOREFRONT 


Luis  Gervasi 

REALTOR* 


Helping  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  every  market 
Call  me  today  for  your  FREE  market  analysis 


contact: 

Luis  Gervasi 
415.255.6679 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

800  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
www  vanguardsf.com 


(frfewice 

(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 


Serving  Noe  Valley  —  and  very  soon  — 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 


After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

✓ 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 


Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 
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&  Diego  Roesch 


POLICE 

BEAT 


Sue  saved  our  sanity! 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and  other 
police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The 
neighborhood  straddles  two  police  districts,  so 
the  January  2006  crime  log  was  culled  from 
incident  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  Ingleside 
police  stations. 

Sunday,  Jan.1 

Robbery  on  the  Street  with  a  Dangerous 
Weapon:  Reported  2:45  a.m.,  26th  and  Do¬ 
lores  streets 

Disturbing  the  Peace:  Reported  noon,  500 
block  of  Duncan  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
4  p.m.,  400  block  of  Duncan  Street 
Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  7 
p.m.,  800  block  of  Church  Street 
Death  Report,  Natural  Causes:  Reported 
10:50  p.m.,  200  block  of  Valley  Street 

Tuesday,  Jan.  3 

Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  4  a.m., 
700  block  of  Douglass  Street 

Making  or  Passing  Fictitious  Checks:  Re¬ 
ported  2:30  p.m.,  300  block  of  Jersey  Street 

Wednesday,  Jan.  4 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
noon.  Church  and  Duncan  streets 

Petty  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  4: 1 5 
p.m..  3600  block  of  2 1st  Street 

Petty  Theft  from  a  Locked  Auto/Theft  by 
Use  of  Credit  Card:  Reported  7:30  p.m.,  23rd 
Street  and  Grand  View  Avenue 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehi¬ 
cles:  Reported  8:30  p.m.,  1700  block  of 
Church  Street 

Thursday,  Jan.  5 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported 
7:30  a.m.,  1500  block  of  Church  Street 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  noon. 
700  block  of  27th  Street 

Petty  Theft  from  a  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  24th  and  Guerrero  streets 

Friday,  Jan.  6 

Under  Influence  of  Alcohol  in  a  Public 
Place/Parole  Violation:  Reported  3:44  p.m.. 
Church  and  Day  streets;  arrest,  booked 
Battery:  Reported  6:30  p.m.,  24th  and  Cas¬ 
tro  streets 

Missing  Adult:  Reported  8  p.m.,  23rd  and 
Noe  streets 

Saturday,  Jan.  7 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  7  a.m.,  800  block  of  Castro  Street 

Sunday,  Jan.  8 

Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  1  a.m., 

1 300  block  of  Guerrero  Street 
Battery /Committing  Public  Nuisance/Mali¬ 
cious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehicles:  Re¬ 
ported  8:09  p.m.,  24th  and  Church  streets;  ar¬ 
rest,  booked 

Monday,  Jan.  9 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  first  block  of  Day  Street 

Tuesday,  Jan.  10 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Attempted  Forcible 
Entry:  Reported  2: 1 3  p.m.,  200  block  of  Lib¬ 


erty  Street 

Wednesday,  Jan.  11 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try/Battery/Domestic  Violence:  Reported  4:34 
p.m.,  600  block  of  Clipper  Street 
Lost  Property:  Reported  4:40  p.m.,  Dolores 
and  25th  streets 

Attempted  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Re¬ 
ported  6  p.m.,  Elizabeth  Street  and  Hoffman 
Avenue 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  Vicksburg  and  23rd  streets 
Petty  Theft  with  Prior:  Reported  8:30  p.m., 
3900  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  9:45  p.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street 

Friday,  Jan.  13 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  9:45  a.m., 
Guerrero  and  27th  streets;  arrest 

Traffic  Violation/False  Evidence  of  Vehicle 
Registration:  Reported  10:25  a.m.,  28th  and 
Guerrero  streets;  arrest 

Saturday,  Jan.  14 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  12:01  a.m.,  200  block  of  Liberty  Street 
Drivers  License  Suspended  or  Revoked: 
Reported  5:10  p.m.,  San  Jose  Avenue  and  29th 
Street;  arrest 

Burglary  of  Store,  Attempted  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  7:59  p.m.,  200  block  of  Liberty 
Street;  arrest,  booked 

Sunday,  Jan.  15 

Forgery,  Notes:  Reported  6  p.m.,  1800 
block  of  Church  Street 

Monday,  Jan.  16 

Vehicle  Recovered,  Stolen  Outside  of  San 
Francisco:  Reported  5:22  p.m.,  4200  block  of 
24th  Street 

Tuesday,  Jan.  17 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  9:10  a.m.,  200  block  of  Hoffman 
Avenue 

Wednesday,  Jan.  18 

Grand  Theft  from  Person:  Reported  3  p.m., 
26th  and  Guerrero  streets 

Attempted  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Re¬ 
ported  8:30  p.m.,  Chattanooga  and  2 1st  streefs 

Thursday,  Jan.  19 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
4:20  a.m.,  first  block  of  Chattanooga  Street 
Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry/ 
Fraudulent  Use  of  Automated  Teller  Card:  Re¬ 
ported  6:45  a.m.,  400  block  of  Hill  Street 
Burglary  of  Apartment  House.Unlawful 
Entry:  Reported  1 1 :52  a.m..  1 600  block  of  Do¬ 
lores  Street 

Petty  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  1 :01 
p.m..  100  block  of  Day  Street 

Dog  Bite:  Reported  1 :33  p.m.,  400  block  of 
29th  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
9:30  p.m.,  300  block  of  Fair  Oaks  Street 

Friday,  Jan.  20 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reportecj 
12:05  p.m.,  300  block  of  Fair  Oaks  Street 

Sunday,  Jan.  22 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  8 
a.m.,  first  block  of  Grand  View  Avenue 
Threats  Against  Life:  Reported  4:30  p.m., 
1000  block  of  Dolores  Street 
Obscene  Phone  Calls:  Reported  7:25  p.m., 
400  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Tuesday,  Jan.  24 

Battery:  Reported  2:15  p.m..  3900  block  of 
24th  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Burglary  of  Flat,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported 


3:30  p.m.,  700  block  of  Noe  Street 
Lost  Property:  Reported  6:34  p.m.,  3900 
block  of  24th  Street 

Wednesday,  Jan.  25 

Petty  Theft,  Shoplifting:  Reported  9:53 
a.m.,  1400  block  of  Guerrero  Street 
False  Evidence  of  Vehicle  Registration:  Re¬ 
ported  12:47  p.m.,  1300  block  of  Noe  Street 
Missing  Adult:  Reported  2  p.m.,  400  block 
of  30th  Street 

Possession  of  Amphetamine  for  Sales:  Re¬ 
ported  4:55  p.m.,  1800  block  of  Church  Street 
Lost  Property:  Reported  7:36  p.m.,  1300 
block  of  Castro  Street 

Thursday,  Jan.  26 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  2 
a.m.,  100  block  of  Vicksburg  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Graffiti:  Reported  6: 1 3 
a.m.,  30th  and  Dolores  streets 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  8:15  a.m.,  300  block  of  Diamond  Street 
Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  1 1  a.m.,  1400  block  of  Noe  Street 
Obscene  Phone  Calls:  Reported  1 1  a.m., 
Douglass  and  21st  streets 

Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
9:03  p.m.,  300  block  of  Liberty  Street 

Friday,  Jan.  27 

Lost  Property:  Reported  1  p.m.,  4000  block 
of  26th  Street 

Saturday,  Jan.  28 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  8 
p.m.,  22nd  and  Noe  streets 

Sunday,  Jan.  29 

Attempted  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Re¬ 
ported  7:52  a.m.,  400  block  of  Duncan  Street 
Armed  Robbery  with  a  Gun:  Reported  7:15 
p.m.,  600  block  of  Alvarado  Street 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  7:50  p.m.,  Cas¬ 
tro  and  25th  streets;  arrest 

Monday,  Jan.  30 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
2:25  a.m.,  4100  block  of  24th  Street 
Obscene  Phone  Calls:  Reported  4  a.m., 
3900  block  of  24th  Street 
Credit  Card  Forgery:  Reported  9  a.m.,  200 
block  of  29th  Street 

Hot  Prowl  Burglary,  Attempted  Forcible 
Entry:  Reported  1:50  p.m..  900  block  of 
Church  Street 


Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehi¬ 
cles:  Reported  10:30  p.m.,  first  block  of  Jer¬ 
sey  Street 

Tuesday,  Jan.  31 

Death  Report,  Cause  Unknown:  Reported 
5:30  p.m.,  4200  block  of  26th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  3400  block  of  24th  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1 1  p.m.,  400  block  of  Clipper  Street 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer  An¬ 
drew  Macllrath  for  providing  incident  reports 
for  this  month's  Police  Beat.  Thd reports  were 
sorted  by  Voice  staffer  Karo!  Barske. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

\T oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants 
IN  are  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  the  | 
Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the  | 
third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at  | 
Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose 
Avenue.  Mission  community  meetings 
are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630 
Valencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the  I 
Mission  Police  District)  may  phone 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mail  f 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca. us.  To 
report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or 
other  crimes,  call  Mission  Station’s  hot¬ 
line  at  575-4444.  For  online  reporting, 
go  to  wwrw.sfgov.org/site/pol ice. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez  f 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing  ; 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sfca. us. 

The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is  | 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Sta¬ 
tion’s  daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail 
Captain  Paul  Chignell  at  Paul  Chignell 
@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  | 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency  situa¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco,  call  553-0123. 


on-the-spot  .garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 


garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


I  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 


Make  the  best  choice... 
call  Sue  Borsian. 


Sue  Borsian 
REALTOR* 

415.695.0552  ext  179 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


z 

EPHYI 

REAL  ESTATE 


•  Balance  and  unity 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 


Another  in  a  series... 


(fully  documented  design  also  available) 

— • - - - 

y  415.695.9400  4  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.glorydesign .  com 
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INTEGRITY,  DEDICATION,  STYLE 


Debra  Gurriere 

REALTOR® 

YOUR  URBAN  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIALIST 

415.901.2801 

dgurriere@ubayp.com 


urban  bay 


Send  flowers  they’ll  love  forever. 

Petunia  Teacup  Bouquet. 

Remember  someone  special  with  fresh  flowers  in 
a  beautifully  sculpted  zinnia,  petunia,  or  calendula  teacup 
with  matching  saucer  — 
the  latest  blooms  in  Telefloras  exquisite 
Floral  Teacup  Collection. 

To  send  these  unique  ceramic  collectibles 
anywhere  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada, 
call  or  visit  our  shop. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets ,  too! 


mm 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 
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CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


■ 
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Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 
successful 

Noe  Valley 

renovations  \ 

-Foundations 

-Additions 

(415)  642-5800 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 

PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


e* 
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C5  3932  -  24th  Street 
415.341.8442 


LISA 

yiOLETTQ 

V  SAN  FRANCISCOV-^ 


Sat  10-7  q 
Sun-!Mon  12-5 
<Tues-(Fri  11-7 


Your  Source  for  JLmazing  Qifts, 
.Accessories  &  0-fome  (Decor 


Expanded  Jewelry  Section! 

Bring  this  ad  in  and  receive  1 0%  off  all  Jewelry 
(T*  One  coupon  per  customer  please. 
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Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
t  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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companied  by  Dolly,  a  little  multicolored 
terrier  with  a  bandy-legged  trot,  the 
whole  scene  looked  about  as  scary  as  a 
Folgers  commercial.” 

She  also  visited  a  hospital  operating 
room  where  she  observed  a  team  of  doc¬ 
tors  removing  a  bullet  from  the  head  of  a 
gunshot  victim.  From  that  session,  she 
learned  that  surgeons  tend  to  leave  most 
of  a  bullet’s  fragments  in  the  patient’s 
brain  nowadays.  More  damage  can  be 
done  by  poking  around  the  brain  looking 
for  pieces  than  by  just  leaving  them  in. 

Perhaps  the  least  scientific  of  Moffett’s 
experts  was  found  here  in  the  Bay  Area. 

“I  talked  with  Norman  Fischer,  a  Zen 
monk  who  was  once  the  co-abbot  at  the 
San  Francisco  Zen  Center,"  says  Moffett. 
“He  believes  that  our  brains  are  actually 
lenses  of  a  vast  universal  consciousness, 
all  focusing  in  different  ways  and  chan¬ 
neling  the  same  energy.” 

Moffett  says  that  while  the  Zen  stance 
is  much  harder  to  prove,  she  finds  that  on 
a  cultural  level  it  makes  a  lot  of  sense. 
“The  concrete  areas  of  brain  research 
were  easier  to  write  than  the  Zen  chapter. 
But  it  was  a  great  counterpoint  to  all  my 
other  subjects.” 

Many  Labors  of  Love 

The  book  took  about  six  years  for  Mof¬ 
fett,  33,  to  complete.  During  that  time,  she 
managed  a  reduced  load  at  Stanford. 
(She’ll  graduate  this  June  with  an  M.D. 
and  plans  to  go  into  emergency  medi¬ 
cine.)  Oh,  and  she  gave  birth  to  twin  girls 
last  August. 

The  twins  were  bom  prematurely  after 
Moffett  diagnosed  her  own  case  of  pre¬ 
eclampsia  (dangerously  high  blood  pres¬ 
sure)  while  working  a  night  shift  at  a  local 
emergency  room.  Park  and  Ivy  are  about 
6  months  old  now,  happy  and  healthy. 


"EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


“I  am  definitely  not  clinical  in  my  ob¬ 
servations  as  they  develop,  but  I  have  to 
say,  even  though  they  can't  walk  or  talk 
yet,  already  their  behavior  is  so  compli¬ 
cated!” 

She  credits  her  sanity  and  many  ac¬ 
complishments  to  the  girls’  father 
(boyfriend  of  three  years  Mike  Choy, 
with  whom  she  lives),  her  nanny  two  days 
a  week  (“the  most  wonderful  nanny 
ever — I  dreamt  I  married  her  the  other 
night!”),  and  about  six  professional  jour¬ 
nalists  whom  Moffett  calls  Mom,  Dad, 
Uncle,  or  Granddad — in  other  words,  her 
parents  and  relatives. 

“I  swore  off  journalism  when  I  was  in 
college,”  says  Moffett.  “I  grew  up  watch¬ 
ing  all  the  legwork  it  took.” 

But  after  a  brief  stint  as  a  starving  ac¬ 
tress  in  New  York,  then  medical  school, 
then  discovering  she  had  a  passion  for 
brain  research,  she  says  the  writing  part 
of  Three-Pound  Enigma  came  naturally. 

“The  people  who  live  and  breathe  this 


research  every  day  have  a  hard  time  ex¬ 
plaining  it  to  lay  people.  I  felt  that,  with 
one  foot  in  science  and  one  foot  in  the  lay 
world,  I  could  do  this.” 

She  credits  her  mom  Nancy  for  the 
book’s  readability.  A  city  editor  for  the 
Chicago  Sun-Times,  her  mom  edited  the 
manuscript,  and  very  critically. 

“My  mother  is  a  fantastic  line  editor. 
She’d  always  come  up  with  a  better  way 
to  say  something.” 

Moffett  didn't  write  the  book  in  Noe 
Valley — she  and  Choy  have  lived  on  Dou¬ 
glass  Street  for  less  than  a  year — but  per¬ 
haps  she’ll  write  her  future  books  here. 

“When  my  boyfriend  and  I  came  to  San 
Francisco  to  look  around,  I  immediately 
liked  this  neighborhood.  It’s  a  great  place 
with  lots  of  coffeehouses,  and  it  seemed 
like  a  place  a  writer  could  be  happy.” 

You  can  pick  Moffett’s  brain  at  a  read¬ 
ing  and  book-signing  at  Cover  to  Cover 
Booksellers,  1307  Castro  Street,  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  March  18,  at  7  p.m. 


From  The  Three-Pound  Enigma  by  Shannon  Moffett 

Nevertheless,  Fried  and  Koch  may  have  found  some  such  cells  in  their  experi¬ 
ments  recording  from  single  neurons.  “We  have  neurons,”  Koch  told  me,  “that 
seem  to  respond  very  specifically,  there’s  no  question  about  it,”  to  images  of  partic¬ 
ular  things  and  not  others.  For  example,  Gabriel  Kreiman,  at  the  time  a  graduate 
student  in  Koch’s  lab,  found  “one  neuron  that  only  responds  to  three  very  different 
pictures  of  Bill  Clinton:  a  color  portrait,  a  pencil  drawing,  and  a  portrait  with  him 
and  two  others — his  wife  and  somebody  else,”  he  said.  “The  images  couldn’t  be  more 
different  at  the  pixel  level,  but  the  neuron  responds  very  strongly  to  all  of  them.” 
The  neuron  was  not  active  at  baseline,  when  its  owner  wasn’t  being  shown  a  pic¬ 
ture,  and  it  did  not  respond  to  images  of  other  men,  other  famous  people,  animals, 
objects,  or  landmarks. 

“Now  I  cannot  exclude,”  Koch  said,  “that  it  might  respond  to  yet  another  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  politician,  because  we  only  had  half  an  hour  to  record  from,  and  you 
know,  in  that  time  you  can  only  show  so  many  images.” 

§ 

Excerpted  with  author’s  permission  from  The  Three-Pound  Enigma:  The  Human  Brain  and  the  Quest  to 
Unlock  Its  Mysteries,  © 2006 ,  Algonquin  Books  of  Chapel  Hill ,  N.C. 
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Medical  Student 
Writes  a 
Brainy  Book 

For  People  Who  Think 
They  Lack  the  Neurons  to 
Understand  Science 

By  Heidi  Anderson 

When  Shannon  Moffett  started  med¬ 
ical  school  at  Stanford  a  few  years 
ago,  she  took  a  required  course  in  neuro¬ 
biology.  The  classes  were  anything  but 
dull. 

“Every  class  was  led  by  an  expert  in 
some  part  of  the  brain,”  she  recalls.  “Each 
lecturer  was  so  passionate,  informative, 
and  inspiring  that  I  kept  thinking.  What  a 
great  way  to  learn!” 

She  liked  the  course  so  much  that  she 
decided  to  write  a  book — one  that  would 
share  with  the  outside  world  some  of  the 
mind-blowing  (literally)  stuff  she  was 
learning  about  the  brain  from  top  scien¬ 
tists  in  the  field. 

The  result  is  The  Three-Pound 
Enigma:  The  Human  Brain  and  the  Quest 
to  Unlock  Its  Mysteries,  published  in  Jan¬ 
uary  by  Algonquin  Books  of  Chapel  Hill. 

The  book  explores  the  latest  research 
on  that  three-pound  “block  of  cheese”  at 
the  top  of  our  spinal  cord — which  Mof¬ 
fett  points  out  is  80  percent  water — 
through  a  series  of  personal  interviews 
with  scientists,  doctors,  patients,  even 
philosophers.  The  lively  profiles  and  case 
studies  are  interspersed  with  a  timeline 
showing  the  human  brain's  development 
from  conception  to  death. 

Single-Cell  Clintonia 

Moffett  says  her  research  for  the  book 
took  her  far  beyond  her  Stanford  class¬ 
room.  She  traveled  to  Chicago,  Boston,  the 
Hamptons  on  Long  Island,  and  to  places 
all  over  the  Bay  Area.  One  of  her  more 
interesting  subjects  was  a  neuroscientist 
named  Christof  Koch,  whose  experiments 
involved  listening  to  neurons  through 
electrodes  planted  in  patients’  brains. 

“He  seems  to  have  found  single  neu¬ 
rons  in  our  brains  that  are  active  only 
when  one  is  conscious  of  [a  particular 
person  or  object],  say.  Bill  Clinton,”  says 
Moffett.  “This  is  the  first  concrete  look, 
on  a  neuron  level,  that  seems  to  have 
found  the  link  between  the  brain  and  con¬ 
scious  perception.”  ( See  excerpt ,  right.) 

Moffett’s  book  covers  more  than  the 
microscopic,  however.  She  interviewed  a 
woman  who  lives  with  dissociative  iden¬ 
tity  disorder  (DID),  formerly  known  as 
multiple  personality  disorder,  a  condition 
made  famous  by  the  movie  Sybil.  “Say 
‘multiple  personality,”’  Moffett  writes, 
“and  people  think  of  Dr.  Jekyll  and  the 
terrible  Mr.  Hyde  or  imagine  inchoate 
screams  and  shattering  glass. . . .  But  when 
[Judy]  Castelli  [her  interview  subject],  a 
strawberry  blond  wearing  a  pink  jersey 
top  and  striped  pedal  pushers,  came  out 
to  meet  me  holding  a  coffee  mug  and  ac¬ 


Noe  Valley  author,  mother  of  twins,  and  doctor-to-be  Shannon  Moffett  occasionally  finds  a  minute  to  sit  and  relax  at  Cafe  Ponte  on  24th 
Street.  Well,  very  occasionally.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  1 1  -  4 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

418-621-6642 


www.imagiknit.com 


Barbara  Vickroy 

Interior  Designer 


Renovations  I  New  Construction 

Planning  and  Design  Solutions 
Finish  and  Furniture  Selection 
Working  Drawings  and  Specifications 
Construction  Observation 


tel  /  fax:  415.282.4564  e-mail:  inarch@earthlink.net 


reams,  books,  arc  each  a  world; 
and  l)ooks,  wc  know, 

Arc  a  substantial  world, 
both  pure  and  good. 

Round  these,  with  tendrils 
strong  as  flesh  and  blood, 
Our  pastime  and  our 
happiness  will  grow. 


William  Wordsworth 
(1770-1850) 
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General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 
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Emotional  Street 
Turbulence 

By  Anna  Van  der  Heide 

I’m  not  a  politician  or  a  social 
worker,  so  I  can  speak  candidly 
about  my  problem  with  the  home¬ 
less  and  street  people. 

Not  that  these  people  harass  me,  ver¬ 
bally  or  otherwise.  They’re  just  there. 
And  that’s  the  problem.  In  the  small 
rural  community  on  the  East  Coast 
where  I  live  part  of  the  year.  I’d  never 
walk  past  a  person  asking  for  help.  Yet, 
during  my  eight  years  in  San  Francisco, 

I  must  have  walked  past  a  hundred. 

Although  no  Mother  Teresa  by  a  long 
shot,  I  am  a  good  person  at  heart.  I  don’t 
like  the  idea  that  there  are  people  in  this 
opulent  city  who  don’t  have  enough 
food  to  eat  or  a  place  to  sleep.  Yet  hav¬ 
ing  to  deal  with  the  situation  on  a  daily 
basis  drives  me  nuts!  There!  I’ve  said  it! 

I  wake  up  feeling  pretty  decent,  but 
by  the  time  I  get  to  work.  I've  seen  the 
face  of  misery  up  close  at  least  three 
times,  been  angry  twice,  felt  guilty  at 
least  once,  and  am  always  pained  by  my 
impotence.  On  the  way  home,  the  tur¬ 
moil  begins  again. 

This  roller  coaster  of  emotions  takes 
its  toll.  1  call  it  EST.  or  “Emotional 
Street  Turbulence."  It  goes  like  this: 

On  a  good  day — Monday,  for 
instance — feeling  fresh  from  the  week¬ 
end,  I  might  press  change  into  the  out¬ 
stretched  hand  of  each  person  on  the 
sidewalk  and  warm  to  the  smile  or  the 
"God  bless”  he  or  she  gives  me. 

Yet  on  Friday  it’s  a  different  story. 

I’m  thinking.  Here  I  am,  a  woman  in 
her  50s.  still  working,  ankles  swollen, 
totally  exhausted,  dreading  the  wait  for 
the  J-Church,  and  some  kid  is  asking 
me  for  a  handout?  How  dare  he!  My 
mind  is  afire  with  recrimination. 

Later,  I  berate  myself  for  my  mean¬ 
ness,  my  pettiness.  After  all,  I  earn  $25 
an  hour.  How  could  I  have  refused  to 
give  something  to  that  scruffy-looking 
young  person  who  says  he’s  hungry? 

It’s  not  like  he’s  going  to  go  out  with 
my  dollar  and  buy  himself  a  Porsche. 
Guilt  sets  in. 

The  next  week,  the  kaleidoscope  has 
shifted,  and  I  try  again.  I  map  out  a  few 
strategies.  My  mantra  becomes:  “There 
but  for  the  grace  of  God  go  I.”  I  give 


what  I  can  with  what  I  feel  to  be  gen¬ 
uine  warmth.  I  even  try  to  pick  someone 
I  see  every  day  in  the  same  place  for 
“scheduled  donations.”  It  doesn’t  work 
all  the  time  because  I  don’t  feel  like 
being  a  good  person  all  the  time.  Some¬ 
times  I  have  to  duck  to  the  other  side  of 
the  street  so  that  the  friendly  fellow  I’ve 
been  supporting  doesn’t  see  me.  I  don’t 
want  to  hurt  his  feelings. 

But  then — oops! — I  encounter  a  pan¬ 
handler  who  looks  totally  fit  or  I  am 
accosted  by  someone  in  a  state  of  repel¬ 
lent  inebriation.  My  ship  of  emotion 
lurches.  I  reel  out  the  familiar  script:  If 
they  really  wanted  to,  these  people 
could  stop  drinking,  stop  using,  get  a 
job.  Besides,  where  are  the  family 
members?  Their  friends?  They  must 
deserve  this.  No  more  money  from  me! 
No  sirree!!  I  walk  away  in  a  holier-than- 
thou  snit. 

Righteous  indignation  lasts  for  days. 

I  walk  swiftly  by,  blinders  on.  I  ignore 
the  pathetic  signs,  the  pleas.  I  pretend  I 
don’t  hear  the  sound  of  a  plaintive 
recorder,  the  painful  screech  of  a  violin 
played  by  an  elderly  fellow  who  can 
hardly  stand  on  his  pins.  I  ignore  the 
sign  of  a  young  mother  with  a  toddler, 
slouched  against  the  wall  in  the  BART 
station,  asking  for  money  for  diapers 
and  milk. 

I  don’t  like  the  idea  that  there 
are  people  in  this  opulent  city 
who  don’t  have  enough  food  to 
eat  or  a  place  to  sleep.  Yet 
having  to  deal  with  the  situation 
on  a  daily  basis  drives  me  nuts! 
There!  I’ve  said  it! 

But  I  can’t  keep  it  up.  So  I  give  in. 

Now,  having  come  full  circle,  from 
the  day  I  gave  to  everyone  to  the  day  I 
blithely  closed  my  eyes  to  an  uncon¬ 
scious  person  on  the  sidewalk.  I  have 
arrived  at  a  conclusion.  This  daily 
encounter  with  suffering  is  part  of  the 
plan.  It’s  a  way  of  not  letting  me  get  too 
smug.  It’s  a  constant  reminder  of  my 
blessings  and  the  fragility  of  life.  It’s  a 
way  of  keeping  my  eyes  and  heart  open. 

So  instead  of  being  a  “problem,”  it’s 
a  lesson.  I  am  taught  daily,  on  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco,  to  be  thankful 
and  “for-giving.”  Even  the  anger  and 
guilt  I  feel  is  part  of  being  human.  It’s 
part  of  a  day’s  work.  Looking  at  it  this 
way  may  not  be  the  solution  for  every¬ 
one,  but  for  me,  it  makes  things  a  bit 
more  bearable. 

Jersey  Street  resident  Anna  Van  der  Heide  is 
a  poet,  playwright,  mother,  and  grandmother 
who  has  been  a  peripatetic  legal  secretary 
for  the  past  eight  years.  A  former  editorial 
writer  for  Maine's  Morning  Sentinel,  she 
retreats  to  her  backwoods  digs  every  spring. 
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Why  They  Invented  the 
Coonskin  Cap 

By  Dick  Meister 

I  admit  it.  We  have  only  ourselves  to 
blame.  When  they  first  came  to  call, 
just  after  we  moved  into  our  house 
on  28th  Street,  we  welcomed  them. 
Eagerly.  Naively. 

“Oh,  aren’t  they  cute,”  we  said  as 
they  scratched  imploringly  on  the  glass 
door  leading  to  our  deck,  bright-eyed 
supplicants  we  couldn’t  resist.  We  laid 
out  plates  heaped  high  with  food.  We 
took  photos.  We  showed  them  off  to 
house  guests. 

We  gave  them  clever  names.  “Rocky 
and  the  Rockettes,”  we  called  their 
merry  masked  band. 

Boy,  were  we  stupid. 

Yes,  raccoons  are  cute,  and  damn 
photogenic.  But  raccoons  are  not  nice. 
And  they  are  not  stupid. 

The  tasty  kibble  we  lavished  on  them 
wasn’t  enough.  They  repaid  our  largess 
with  dead-of-night  forays  into  our 
garden  to  dig  for  the  apparently  even 
tastier  grubs  that  resided  just  beneath 
the  topsoil. 

It  was  not  a  pretty  sight.  Our  furry 
former  friends  laid  waste  to  whole  sec¬ 
tions  of  greenery.  Flowers  died,  roots 
were  uprooted.  Green  turned  to  brown. 

We  summoned  a  professional  gar¬ 
dener.  What  to  do?  What  to  do? 

“Shoot  ’em,”  said  he,  a  man  from  the 
countryside  where  that  was  an  approved 
method  of  pest  control.  Or  if  not  that, 
“Poison  ’em.” 

But  killing  would  hardly  do.  We  live 
in  San  Francisco,  after  all — the  city  of 
St.  Francis,  friend  of  all  things  feathered 
and  furry,  friend  even  of  marauding  rac¬ 
coons. 

Trap  ’em.  said  we.  Just  lure  the  little 
critters  into  cages,  then  whisk  them  out 
of  the  city  and  let  them  loose,  free  to 
dig  to  their  little  hearts’  content  in  the 
wilds  of  suburbia. 

That,  too,  called  for  a  professional. 
For  no  little  expense  he  put  out  the 
cages.  And  sure  enough,  within  a  few 
days  they  were  occupied  by  screeching, 
very  unhappy  specimens  of  procyon 
lotor  pacificus,  if  you'll  pardon  my 
Latin — -ma  raccoon,  pa,  and  a  couple  of 
the  raccoon  kids.  They’d  soon  be  gone 
for  good. 

Gone  they  were — to  be  replaced  in  a 
few  months  by  a  crew  of  hard-digging 
look-alikes  from  the  raccoon  commu¬ 
nity,  which  obviously  had  gotten  word 
of  the  superb  cuisine  chez  Meister. 

Ah,  but  we'd  been  overlooking  the 
advice  of  garden  columnists.  They  said, 
the  lot  of  them,  that  keeping  unwanted 
raccoons,  deer,  or  other  four-footed 
intruders  away  was  simple.  Just  spray 
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some  hot  chili  oil  on  the  ground  or 
sprinkle  some  hot  chili  pepper  around. 

Well,  our  raccoons — perhaps  being  of 
Texas  ancestry — weren’t  disuaded  one 
little  bit  by  the  whole  bottle  of  chili  oil 
and  several  large  bags  of  chili  pepper 
we  spread  about.  Hell,  they  ate  more 
heartily  than  ever. 

Ever  more  desperate,  we  turned  to  a 
device  known  as  a  Sensor  Controlled 
Animal  Trainer,  or  SCAT,  guaranteed  to 
cause  intruding  animals  to  do  just  that. 

It’s  a  sprinkler  equipped  with  an 
infrared  motion  detector.  As  soon  as  an 
animal  crosses  its  path,  whoosh! — a 
spray  of  water  blasts  the  intruder. 

It  worked,  too — for  a  while.  But  then 
came  the  recent  morning  when  I  found 
the  garden  in  its  pre-SCAT  state  of  rac¬ 
coon  disrepair  and  the  SCAT  device 
covered  with  muddy  raccoon  paw 
prints.  Must  have  malfunctioned,  I 
thought,  taking  up  a  broom  to  wave  in 
front  of  the  motion  detector  for  a  test. 

Whoosh!  I  was  hit  by  a  burst  of  water 
that  soaked  me  to  the  skin,  knee  to  foot. 
The  sprinkler,  which  had  been  aimed  in 
a  direction  completely  opposite  me,  had 
been  turned  around  during  the  night. 

We're  still  seeking  professional  help, 
though — maybe  a  paving  contractor, 
someone  who  might  cover  the  raccoons’ 
playground  with  asphalt.  A  tennis  court 
would  be  nice. 

Dick  Meister  is  a  veteran  San  Francisco 
journalist.  You  are  welcome  to  contact  him 
through  his  web  site,  www.dickmeister.com. 


Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 
Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco.  CA  941 14.  Or  send  e-mail 
submissions  to  bylines@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  Thanks. 
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Murder  Mystery  in  Paris, 
Take  Six 

oe  Valley  mystery  author  Cara  Black 
is  hard  at  work  on  edits  to  the  sev¬ 
enth  Parisian  murder  mystery,  even  as  the 
sixth  book  in  the  series — Murder  in 
Montmartre — hits  book  stands  March  10. 
Murder  in  Montmartre  has  already  been 
chosen  as  an  April  Booksense  Pick  by  the 
American  Booksellers  Association,  and  it 
debuted  this  week  at 
No.  10  on  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  best¬ 
seller  list. 

The  story  centers, 
as  always,  around 
private  investigator 
Aimee  Leduc.  In  this 
novel,  Leduc  must 
attempt  to  clear  her  childhood  friend  Laure 
of  murder  charges  after  the  policewoman 
is  accused  of  killing  a  fellow  officer. 

Asked  how  many  books  she  plans  for 
the  series.  Black  answers,  “Well,  Paris 
has  twenty  arrondissements  [districts], 
and  I’d  say  that’s  six  down  and  fourteen 
to  go.”  She  figures  her  protagonist  has 
plenty  of  crimes  to  solve.  “This  crime 
novel  genre  gives  me  a  great  opportunity 
to  tell  a  story  and  explore  issues  current 
in  France  today — immigration  and  social 
issues,  the  echoes  of  the  Nazi-occupied 
past.  But  who  knows?” 

Fans  of  Black’s  novels  can  see  her  in 
person  at  readings  this  month,  but  they’ll 
have  to  go  outside  the  neighborhood.  She’ll 
appear  March  8  at  12:30  p.m.  at  Stacey’s 
Bookstore,  581  Market  Street  near  Sec¬ 
ond  Street.  On  March  9,  Black  will  read 
at  the  Booksmith,  1644  Haight  Street 


near  Belvedere  Street,  at  7  p.m.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.carablack.com. 

Are  Nursing  Homes  Our  Fate? 

Come  find  out  the  truth  about  long¬ 
term  care  in  San  Francisco  at  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Kitchen 
Table  Talk  on  Sunday,  March  26,  from  1 
to  2:30  p.m.  Learn  from  the  experts  what 
the  policies  are  and  what  important  per¬ 
sonal  and  public  policy  matters  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  officials  now  face  with  regard  to 
providing  long-term  care. 

Among  the  people  who  will  discuss 
these  issues  are  Donna  Calame,  executive 
director  of  the  In-Home  Supportive  Ser¬ 
vices  Public  Authority;  Shireen  McSpad- 
den,  deputy  director  of  programs  in  the 
Department  of  Aging  and  Adult  Services; 
and  Marie  Jobling,  co-chair  of  the 
mayor’s  LTC  Coordinating  Council.  Dis¬ 
trict  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  will  also 
be  in  attendance. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  Bethany 
Church,  located  at  the  comer  of  Clipper 
and  Sanchez  streets.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Marilyn  Herand  at  648-4092,  e- 
mail  her  at  mherand@cs.com,  or  call  the 
Bethany  office  at  647-8393. 

Philanthropy  Made  Funny 

Prepare  to  howl.  Now  in  its  fourth 
year,  826  Valencia’s  annual  Comedy 
Night  happens  this  year  on  Saturday, 
April  1,  at  7  p.m.  The  sure -to-be-hilari¬ 
ous  lineup  includes  Sarah  Silverman, 
Jimmy  Kimmel,  Patton  Oswalt,  Zach 
Galifianakis,  and  A1  Madrigal — stand-up 
comedians  who  boast  a  dizzying  array  of 
TV  and  film  credits. 

According  to  Dave  Eggers,  well- 
known  author  and  founder  of  826  Valen¬ 
cia,  “The  826  Comedy  Night  is  always 
hysterical  and  kind  of  raucous....  The 
crowd  comes  to  laugh,  and  every  year  so 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  26 


Music  Series’  25th 
Hits  a  High  Note 

By  Sally  Smith  and  Erin  O'Briant 

It’s  a  big  year  for  Larry  Kassin.  The  jazz 
flautist  is  celebrating  the  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series,  the 
live  concert  series  he  founded  in  order  to 
bring  world-class  musicians  to  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights.  Of 
course,  Kassin  is  celebrating  with  music, 
and  the  party  will  continue  all  year. 

“We’ll  be  presenting  some  special 
events  and  bringing  back  some  of  our  best 
artists  from  over  the  years,”  says  Kassin. 

Last  month,  the  San  Francisco  Blue- 
grass  and  Old-Time  Festival  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  guest  of  the  series,  and  audiences 
were  wowed  by  four  evenings  of  singing, 
fiddling,  and  foot-stomping. 

This  month,  the  series  will  feature 
revered  guitarist  Bill  Frisell,  who  won  a 
Grammy  for  contemporary  jazz  last  year. 
“He’ll  have  a  sextet  and  add  a  piece  he 
worked  on  with  cartoonist  Jim  Woodring,” 
Kassin  explains.  The  four  Frisell  shows 
will  run  over  two  nights,  March  24  and  25. 

In  April,  the  Eastern  European  wom¬ 
en’s  vocal  ensemble  Kitka  takes  center 
stage.  Then  the  series  hosts  its  annual 
Bastille  Day  concert  in  July,  with  the 
Baguette  Quartette  performing  Parisian 
cafe  music  from  the  '20s  and  ’30s. 

“I  actually  wrote  a  letter  to  Bobby  Mc- 
Ferrin,  but  I  don’t  know  yet  how  that  will 
work  out,”  laughs  Kassin.  Jazz  vocalist 
McFerrin,  a  former  Noe  Valley  resident 
who  now  lives  in  Philadelphia,  developed 
a  huge  following  in  the  early  ’80s  through 
regular  performances  at  the  music  series. 

When  Kassin  first  started  producing 
the  concerts  in  1981,  he  named  the  series 
Noe  Valley  Jazz.  But  after  the  first  year, 
he  was  ready  to  expand.  “[Now]  it’s 
everything  from  bluegrass  to  world  mu¬ 


sic  to  Tuvan  throat  singers  to  jazz  and 
singer/songwriter  folk  and  rock  music.” 
Tickets  range  from  $13  to  $25. 

Kassin  thinks  the  series’  longevity  can 
be  attributed  to  its  home  in  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry.  The  upstairs  hall  of  the 
church,  at  1021  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd, 
has  excellent  acoustics.  “It’s  a  special 
place,”  he  says.  “It  brings  out  the  best  in 
a  lot  of  performers.” 

Asked  what  he’d  like  to  say  to  his  Noe 
Valley  fans,  Kassin  replies,  “Thank  you 
for  all  the  years,  and  keep  supporting 
what  we’re  doing.  Keep  supporting  the 
arts  in  the  neighborhood.” 


UPCOMING  SHOWS  AT  THE 
NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

Saturday,  March  4,  8:15  p.m. 

Jeffrey  Halford  and  the  Healers 

Saturday,  March  11,  8:15  p.m. 

An  evening  of  Balinese  shadow  theater 
performed  by  Larry  Reed  with  live 
Balinese  Gamelan  accompaniment 

Friday,  March  24,  7:30  and  9:30 
p.m.;  Saturday,  March  25,  7:30  and 
9:30  p.m. 

Jazz  guitarist  Bill  Frisell  and  friends 
present  a  work  inspired  by  visual  artist 
Jim  Woodring  and  recently  performed 
at  Carnegie  Hall’s  Zankel  Theater. 

Friday,  April  28,  8:15  p.m. 

Kitka  Women’s  Vocal  Ensemble  pre¬ 
sents  “Spirit  Voices,”  a  cathedral  con¬ 
cert  featuring  Kitka  and  special  guest 
Tzvetanka  Varimezova,  Bulgarian 
folkloric  soprano. 

I 

Concerts  are  held  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministiy,  1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd 
Street.  Tickets  are  available  at  the  door 
and  at  Streetlight  Records  on  24th 
Street.  For  more  information  about 
performances  and  prices,  visit 
www.noevalleymusicseries.com. 
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Free  Home  Buying  Seminar 


Suzanne  Frank  Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 
695-0552x  131  695-0552  x  181 

www.suzannefrank.com www.jaksf.com 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
or  to  reserve  a  seat 
please  call:  695-8805  x  281. 


Just  For  Fun 

&  ^CAlMiedood lUty 


18  jjears  of  FUN  IN  Noe  VaLLetj! 

Giffs,  Toys,  Sfaf  ionery,  Greefing  cards  f  More/ 

415.285.4068 

www.justforfun.  invitations,  com 

3982  24th  Street 

(between  Noe  &  Sanchez} 


supplied  and  ready  C°r  fhese  occasions.... 
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far  they’ve  left  wanting  more.” 

The  show  is  for  adults  1 8  and  up,  though 
it  takes  place  in  Everett  Middle  School’s 
auditorium  and  is  a  fundraiser  for  826  Va¬ 
lencia’s  Writers’  Room  at  the  school.  The 
1,400  seats  sold  out  last  year,  so  book 
your  tickets  in  advance  at  www.tick- 
em  eb.com  or  over  the  phone  at  866-468- 
3399.  Tickets  are  $20  for  balcony,  $30  for 
orchestra,  and  $75  for  premier  seats.  To 
learn  more  about  826  Valencia’s  pro¬ 
grams,  visit  www.826Valencia.com. 

Dufty  Updates  District  Dems 

San  Francisco  District  8  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty  will  present  a  district  update 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democra¬ 
tic  Club  at  7:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  March 
15.  The  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  located  at  1021  Sanchez 
Street  near  23rd  Street. 

Dufty  will  discuss  future  issues  facing 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  legislation 
recently  passed  or  pending  that  affects 
Noe  Valley.  Among  the  topics  he  will 
tackle  are  the  Real  Food  vacancy,  the  Bell 
Market  lease,  parking,  construction,  and 
the  state  of  the  24th  Street  commercial  strip. 

Also,  a  member  of  the  California  Clean 
Money  and  Fair  Elections  Coalition  will 
be  on  hand  to  discuss  public  financing  of 
statewide  and  legislative  races.  Programs 
for  statewide  election  financing  are  now 
in  effect  in  Maine  and  Arizona,  and  sim¬ 
ilar  plans  are  being  proposed  for  Califor¬ 
nia.  Attendance  at  the  club's  meeting  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 

Summer  Writing  Retreat 
in  Tuscany 

One  of  Noe  Valley’s  own  is  traveling 
to  Italy  this  summer  to  teach  a  writing 
workshop  amid  the  rolling  hills  of  Tus¬ 
cany.  Published  poet  and  California  Col¬ 
lege  of  the  Arts  writing  instructor  Zack 
Rogow,  who  lives  on  Hill  Street,  will  lead 
the  workshop  July  3  to  9  at  the  Tuscany 
Institute  for  Advanced  Studies  in  the 
heart  of  the  Val  d’Orcia. 

The  $2,395  workshop  includes  day 
trips  to  scenic  towns  in  Tuscany,  local 
food  and  wine,  and  many  opportunities 
for  reading  and  writing.  The  group  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  eight  participants.  To  learn  more, 
visit  www.tuscanyinstitute.com . 


School’s  Top  Scientists:  Congratulations 
to  eighth-grader  Haley  Beffel,  whose  study 
of  the  effects  of  rising  temperature  on 
various  solvents  won  first  place  in  the 
annual  science  fair  at  St.  Philip’s  School. 
Second  place  went  to  Dahnya  Roach  for 
her  investigation  of  sow  bug  preferences, 
and  tied  for  third  place  were  Gavin 
McManus  (a  study  of  sandbag  machines) 
and  Maria  Sol  Castro  (a  study  of  cell  phone 
use  on  reflexes).  The  students'  science 
projects  were  exhibited  at  the  Randall 
Museum  Science  Fair.  Feb.  20  to  March  4. 

Photo  courtesy  Poub  Whitehead 


25  Years  of  Anything  Goes 

Is  there  anything  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  building  has  not  been  used  for?  In 
1983,  a  group  of  adults  began  singing  in 
the  church  basement  under  the  direction 
of  jazz  vocalist,  pianist,  composer,  and 
choral  director  Ellen  Robinson.  The 
group  was  called  Anything  Goes  Chorus 
(after  the  Cole  Porter  song).  There  was  a 
sister  group  with  the  same  name  in  Oak¬ 
land,  which  Robinson  had  started  two 
years  earlier. 

Noe  Valley  resident  and  tenor  Lynne 
Sonenberg  recalls  that  in  the  early  days 
“we  met  weekly,  alternating  with  the  1 2- 
step  groups  and  the  preschool.  Ellen  has 
a  wonderfully  eclectic  musical  taste,  and 
she  encouraged  people  to  let  their  joy 
flow  forth  in  song.” 

The  groups  have  now  been  singing 
four-part  harmony  to  jazz,  pop,  Broad¬ 
way,  folk,  spirituals,  and  oldies  for  25 
years.  The  choruses  are  truly  community- 
based.  There  are  no  auditions,  and  folks 
who  can  hold  their  part  in  harmony 
singing  are  welcome.  In  addition,  the 
singers  give  back  to  their  community  by 
raising  money  for  local  groups.  Last  year, 
the  San  Francisco  chorus,  which  now  op¬ 
erates  out  of  Community  Music  Center  on 
Capp  Street,  gave  a  fundraising  perfor¬ 
mance  for  the  Glen  Park  Library. 

To  celebrate  the  first  25  years  of  Any¬ 
thing  Goes,  Robinson  will  conduct  both 
the  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  choruses 
in  a  rousing  concert  on  Saturday,  March 
25,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  in  Oakland,  2501  Harrison 
Street  at  27th  Street.  Tickets  are  $15. 

For  information  on  joining  the  next 
session  of  the  San  Francisco  Anything 
Goes  Chorus,  call  Community  Music 
Center  at  647-6015. 

— Betsy  Bannerman 

Salsa  Heats  Up  the  Mission 

Dance  SF  offers  two  four-week  salsa 
dance  classes  in  San  Francisco  this 
month.  The  closest  ones  are  held  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons  at  Studio  J,  located  at 
2407  Harrison  Street  between  20th  and 
21st  streets.  Absolute  beginners  start  at  4 
p.m.,  and  the  intermediate  class  follows 
at  5:30  p.m.  on  March  5,  12,  19,  and  26. 

If  your  Sundays  are  full  and  you’re 
willing  to  travel,  you  might  also  consider 
the  Monday  evening  course,  which  will 
be  held  at  the  Pick  Ballroom  at  380  18th 
Avenue  (at  Geary  Boulevard)  on  March 
6,  13,  20,  and  27.  Whichever  class  you 
choose,  you  don’t  need  a  partner.  No 
salsa  experience  is  needed  for  the  begin¬ 
ner  classes.  Folks  who  already  know  the 
basics  should  sign  up  for  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  classes. 

The  cost  for  one  class  is  $15,  or  par¬ 
ticipants  can  buy  all  four  in  advance  for 
$50.  To  find  out  more,  visit  www.dancesf 
.com,  e-mail  info@dancesf.com,  or  call 
668-9936. 

Art  You  Can  Keep 

Creativity  Explored,  a  gallery  and 
school  for  artists  with  developmental  dis¬ 
abilities,  presents  a  new  exhibit  this 
month.  Titled  “Vessels,”  the  exhibit  show¬ 
cases  handmade  containers  for  the  home 
as  part  of  the  gallery’s  annual  tradition  of 
presenting  functional  artwork. 

Visitors  will  find  everything  from 
bowls  to  vases  to  lunch  boxes — and  even 
an  animal  carrier — available  to  view  and 
purchase.  The  opening  reception  takes 
place  on  Thursday,  March  9,  from  7  to  9 
p.m.,  and  the  exhibit  will  be  open  March 
9  through  April  27,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  10  a.m.  until  3  p.m.,  and  Saturday 
from  1  to  6  p.m. 

Creativity  Explored  Gallery  is  located 
at  3245  16th  Street  at  Guerrero.  For  more 
information,  call  863-2108  or  visit 
www.creativityexplored.org. 

This  month’s  Short  Takes  were  written  by 
Erin  O'Briant,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 


and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 
♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 
♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 


WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  H endeC  HandCe  It 


DattieC  HendeC ,  Real  Estate  Agent 
Top  Producer  -  President's  Elite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 


(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 
Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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1/2  off  enrollment 

on  a  keep  fit  one-club  membership  enrollment  fee. 
pay  a  one  time  $79.99  processing  fee,  first  and  last  monthly  dues. 


noe  valley 

* 

3800  24th  st. 

c 

san  francisco 

415.642.2424 

nu 

an  amazing  total  body  workout  in  30  minutes  or  less 

an  easy-to-use  circuit  that  works, 
no  matter  what  your  fitness  level 

personalized  assistance  from  our  friendly  staff 
(included  in  membership) 

as  part  of  a  350+  club  network, 
we  can  offer  unparalleled  convenience 


low  family  add  on  rates 


revolutionary  30-minute 
circuit  workout  clubs. 


No  other  discounts  can  be  used  with  this  offer.  Must  be  at  least  18  years  old  or  12  with  parent  Incentives  may  be  offered  for  enrolling  in  other  memberships.  Facilities  and  amenities  may 
vary  per  location.  Fitlite  clubs  not  open  24  hours  every  day.  Promotion  available  at  participating  fit  lite  locations  only.  Dues  must  be  paid  by  electronic  funds  transfer.  Offer  must  be  activated  bv 
3/15/06.  See  club  for  complete  details.©  2006  24  Hour  Fitness,  Inc. 
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March  1-31:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR 
CENTER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people 
over  60. 12:30  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  Call  648-1030  to  make 
a  reservation. 

March  1-31:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tues.,  6  pm, 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.;  Wed.  and  Fri„  10:15  am.  Call  415- 
773-8185  or  650-756-6857  for  location. 

March  2-11:  The  San  Francisco  School 
of  the  Arts  performs  City  of  Angels,  a  Tony 
Award-winning  MUSICAL  COMEDY 
Thurs.-Sat.,  7:30  pm;  Sat.  and  Sun.,  2:30 
pm.  555  Portola  Drive.  695-5720. 

March  3-April  9:  BEN  PETERSON 
exhibits  new  drawings  and  sculpture  in 
"You  Build  It,  We  Burn  It,"  at  Ratio  3 
Gallery  Sun.,  noon-5  pm,  and  by  appoint¬ 
ment.  903  Guerrero  St.  646-732-3371 . 

March  4:  Jeffrey  Halford  and  the  Healers 
perform  rootsy  rock  at  a  BENEFIT  CON¬ 
CERT  for  the  Reading  Center.  8:15  pm. 

Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St  454-5238. 

March  4, 11  &  18:  The  Noe  Valley 
NERT  (Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team)  offers  a  three-Saturday 
TRAINING.  9  am-4  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  970-2024  or 
www.  stgo  v.  org/sttdnert. 

March  4-26:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  hosts  Mission  Trail  MURAL 
WALKS  Sat.  and  Sun.,  11  am  and  1:30 
pm.  For  a  schedule,  call  285-2287 

March  5:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  intro¬ 
duces  pups  who  need  homes  Noon-4  pm. 
In  front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th 
St  642-4786 

March  5:  DanceSF  offers  SALSA  DANCE 
classes  “for  everyone1"  at  Studio  J  4-5:30 
pm.  2407  Harrison  St.  668-9936 


March  5  &  19:  City  Guides  hosts  a  tour 
of  the  MISSION  DOLORES  neighborhood 
on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  the 
month.  Noon.  Meet  at  the  gold-painted  fire 
hydrant  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Church 
and  20th  streets.  557-4266. 

March  6, 13,  20  &  27:  A  Basic  SAT 
WORKSHOP,  recommended  for  students 
scoring  below  1150,  covers  test-taking 
techniques.  6-8:30  pm.  Mission  Library, 
300  Bartlett  St.  Call  355-5735  to  register. 

March  7, 14,  21  &  28:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  offers  weekly  MEDITA¬ 
TION  CLASSES.  Tuesdays.  7-8:30  pm 
3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

March  8:  The  UCSF  Women's  GLOBAL 
HEALTH  Imperative  presents  a  public 
briefing  on  "Women,  Poverty,  and  HIV." 
5:30-7  pm.  Veterans  War  Memorial  Build¬ 
ing,  401  Van  Ness  Ave.  731-5539. 

March  8:  Bill  Yennes  San  Francisco's 
NOE  VALLEY  w\\\  be  one  of  the  featured 
titles  in  a  discussion  and  book-signing  for 
Arcadia  Publishing's  “Images  of  America” 
series.  6-8  pm.  Borders  Mission  Bay,  200 
King  St.  357-9931. 

March  8:  A  WOMEN  S  DAY  reading  fea¬ 
tures  Diane  di  Prima,  Sharon  Doubiago, 
Dodie  Bellamy,  Geri  Digiorno,  and  Nancy 
Keane.  7:30  pm.  Bird  &  Beckett,  2788  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  586-3733. 

March  9:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  offers  an 
orientation  for  VOLUNTEERS  to  assist  in 
the  hospital  or  serve  as  patient  escorts.  3- 
5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St.  641-6538. 

March  9:  CARA  BLACK  signs  her  sixth 
Aimde  Leduc  mystery,  Murder  in  Mont¬ 
martre.  7  pm.  The  Booksmith,  1644  Haight 
St  863-8688 

March  9:  The  FRIENDS  of  Noe  Valley 
community  meeting  begins  at  7:30  pm.  St. 
Philip  Parish  Hall,  Diamond  St.  between 
24th  and  Elizabeth.  206-0231 


March  9-April  27:  Creativity  Explored 
exhibits  “VESSELS,"  functional  items 
made  by  artists  with  developmental  dis¬ 
abilities.  Mon.-Fri.,  10  am-3  pm;  Sat.,  1-6 
pm.  3245  16th  St.  863-2108 

March  11:  A  VICTORIAN  ARCHITEC¬ 
TURE  TOUR,  hosted  by  the  S.F.  Bicycle 
Coalition,  travels  through  the  Western 
Addition,  the  Haight,  and  Pacific  Heights. 
Meet  at  10  am  at  Alamo  Square,  Hayes 
and  Scott.  431 -BIKE. 


The  Sippy  Cups  bring  their  flower  power 
to  Cafe  du  Nord  on  March  12,  4  pm. 

Photo  by  Martha  Jenkins 


March  11:  Learn  techniques  for  GROW¬ 
ING  FOOD,  at  a  workshop  at  the  Garden 
for  the  Environment.  10  am-noon  Seventh 
Avenue  at  Lawton.  731-5627. 

March  11:  A  PLANT  SALE  at  the  Botani¬ 
cal  Gardens  in  Golden  Gate  Park  features 
native  flora.  10  am-1  pm.  Ninth  Avenue 
and  Lincoln  Way.  661-1316. 

March  1 1 :  A  LEGAL  ADVICE  clinic  at  the 
Main  Library  requires  sign-ups  between 
10:30  and  noon  for  free  private  consulta¬ 
tions  before  2  pm.  Latino/Hispanic  Room, 
100  Larkin  St.  989-1616. 

March  11:  The  group  Radical  Women 
hosts  a  tribute  to  SISTER  RESISTERS,  with 
poetry  and  music,  to  celebrate  Interna¬ 
tional  Women's  Day.  International  supper 
at  6  pm;  celebration  at  7  pm.  New  Valencia 
Hall,  1908  Mission  St.  864-1278. 


March  11:  Larry  Reed's  ShadowPlay 
Theater  presents  a  show  featuring  BALI¬ 
NESE  shadow  puppets  and  the  Gamelan 
Music  Ensemble.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

March  12:  The  nonprofit  organization 
Boys  Hope  Girls  Hope  holds  an  OPEN 
HOUSE  and  dedication  of  its  new  acade¬ 
mic-based  home  for  youth  in  the  St.  Philip 
convent  building.  2-4  pm.  4174  24th  St. 
291-8166. 

March  12:  Neighbors  opposed  to  the 
proposed  ROOFTOP  HELIPAD  at  S.F.  Gen¬ 
eral  meet  at  2  pm.  Brava  Theater,  2781 
24th  St.  www.stopheiipad.com. 

March  12:  The  SIPPY  CUPS  band  per¬ 
forms  two  shows  at  Cafe  du  Nord,  at  1  and 
4  pm.  2174  Market  St.  861-5016. 

March  12:  Meghan  Elliott  from  the  Safe 
Schools  Coalition  discusses  the  chal¬ 
lenges  facing  LGBT  students,  at  PFLAG. 
2-4  pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church  St.  921-8850. 

March  12:  MUSIC  PACIFICA  performs 
works  by  Vivaldi,  Marais,  Rameau,  and 
Telemann,  and  “rustic”  music  from  Spain, 
Mexico,  and  Scotland.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Chamber  Music  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

March  12  &  26:  City  Guides  hosts  a 
tour,  "CASTRO:  Tales  of  the  Village,”  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  of  the 
month.  11  am.  Meet  at  Harvey  Milk  Plaza. 
Castro  and  Market,  under  the  rainbow  flag. 
557-4266. 

March  13:  Screenwriter/author  Dan 
Bessie  and  his  wife,  author  Jeanne  Bessie, 
read  from  their  books  at  the  ODD  MON¬ 
DAYS  series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
No-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30 
pm;  program,  7  pm  1021  Sanchez  St. 
jisender@webtv.net. 


March  13:  The  Noe  Valley  PREPARED¬ 
NESS  GROUP  meets  at  6:30  pm.  For  loca¬ 
tion  and  information,  call  Mindy  Kershner 
at  377-3890. 

March  13:  The  third  PROGRESSIVE 
Reading  Series,  to  benefit  the  Fighting 
Dems  (Iraq  war  veterans  running  for  Con¬ 
gress  in  2006),  features  Julie  Orringer, 

Kirk  Read,  Geoff  Brock,  Beth  Lisick,  and 
Josh  Davis,  with  host  Stephen  Elliott.  7 
pm.  The  Makeout  Room,  3225  22nd  St. 
647-2888. 

March  13:  MATTHEW  BARNEY,  film¬ 
maker  of  The  Cremaster  Cycle,  screens  De 
Lamalamina,  shot  in  Salvador,  Bahia,  dur¬ 
ing  Carnival  in  2004. 7:30  pm.  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Art  Institute,  800  Chestnut  St. 
771-7020. 

March  13  &  14:  Z  Space  Studio's  Word 
for  Word  presents  the  11th  annual  Bon 
Voyage  benefit,  Immortal  Heart,  by  AMY 
TAN.  8  pm.  Project  Artaud  Theater,  450 
Florida  St.  437-6775. 

March.  14:  New  College  of  California 
School  of  Law  sponsors  a  workshop  on 
"How  to  Present  a  Case  in  Small  CLAIMS 
COURT."  6  pm.  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

March  14:  Bill  Morgan,  author  of  The 
BEAT  GENERATION  in  San  Francisco, 
gives  a  virtual  walking  tour  of  local  homes 
and  haunts.  6:30-7:30  pm.  Main  Library, 
100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

March  14:  Artery  offers  a  six-week  class, 
"BEADWORK  Jewelry,"  for  students  13 
and  up.  Tuesdays,  7-8  pm.  1311  Church 
St.  285-0235. 

March  14, 15, 17  &  29:  DPWholdsa 
series  of  City  Hall  hearings  on  proposed 
rate  increases  for  residential  GARBAGE 
pickup.  To  confirm  times  and  locations, 
call  1-866-848-3337;  www.sfdpw.org. 


TUESDAYS  ARE 
KID’S  NIGHT 


Slice  of  pizza  or  mac  ‘n’  cheese, 
apple  juice  &  a  cookie 
for  $4.95 


FREE  WI-FI 


Brunch  isn’t  just  for 
weekeends  anymore! 
Now  serving  french  toast, 
waffles  and  eggs  daily! 


The  Urban  Nest 

3927  24th  Street 

Between  Sanchez  and  Noe 

(415)  341-0116 


Home 


Garden 


7E1  DIAmOND  CT.  6  24T4I  2Q2.QK1 
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March  14,  21  &  28:  Noe  Valley 
Library's  LAPSUS,  for  newborns  through 
age  3,  now  take  place  on  Tuesdays  at 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church.  10:15 
am.  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

March  14,  21  &  28:  Noe  Valley 
Library's  preschool  STORY  TIME,  for  kids 
3  to  5,  is  at  11  am.  Bethany  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

March  15:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orienta¬ 
tion,  9  to  11:30  am,  followed  by  a  support 
workshop,  12:30  pm.  Children's  Council, 
445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

March  15:  AARON  SHURIN  reads  from 
In  the  Bars  of  Heaven  and  Heft,  a  history 
of  gay  San  Francisco  in  the  late  1960s 
7-8:30  pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk 
Library,  3555  16th  St  355-5616 

March  15:  Supervisor  BEVAN  DUFTY 
presents  a  district  update  on  recent  legis¬ 
lation,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
meeting.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  648-4010 

March  16-26:  The  24th  San  Francisco 
International  ASIAN-AMERICAN  FILM 
Festival  includes  screenings  at  the  Castro 
Theater.  For  a  schedule,  call  865-1588  or 
visit  wwwasianamericanfilmtestival.org. 

March  17:  Chris  Myers  teaches  a  six- 
week  class  for  ages  7  to  9  on  ARTBOTS, 
robots  made  from  found  objects  4-5:30 
pm.  1311  Church  St  285-0235 

March  17:  Alcoholocaust  presents  a  ST. 
PATRICK'S  DAY  blowout,  with  punk  rock 
karaoke  and  live  music.  Elbo  Room,  647 
Valencia  St.  552-7788 

March  17:  MICHELLE  TEA  introduces 
her  new  book  Rose  of  No  Man's  Land 
Stephen  Elliott,  Tara  Jepsen,  Beth  Lisick, 
and  Katia  Noyes  read  also.  7  pm.  Varnish 
Fine  Art,  77  Natoma  St.  Co-hosted  by 
Modern  Times,  282-9246 


March  18:  A  STOP  THE  WAR  march  on 
the  third  anniversary  of  the  “Shock  and 
Awe"  invasion  of  Iraq  begins  11  am  at  the 
Civic  Center.  821-6545;  www.answer- 
coalition.org. 

March  18:  A  four-hour  STREET  SKILLS 
BIKE  ED  course  offered  by  the  S.F.  Bicycle 
Coalition  stresses  safety  and  enjoyment. 
11  am.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.  431-BIKE. 


Grammy  winner  Bill  Frisell  and  friends 
will  perform  March  24  and  25  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series,  pnoio  by  Kevin  eiiswonh 


March  18:  Author  Shannon  Moffett  reads 
from  The  Three-Pound  Enigma:  The 
HUMAN  BRAIN  and  the  Quest  to  Unlock 
Its  Mysteries.  7  pm.  Cover  to  Cover,  1307 
Castro  St.  282-8080 

March  19:  Modern  Times  Bookstore 
hosts  a  PARTY  to  debut  its  new  T-shirt, 
designed  by  artist  Ellory  Russian.  4  pm. 
888  Valencia  St.  282-9246 

March  19:  The  San  Francisco  Children's 
Chorus,  directed  by  Beth  Wilmurt,  and 
the  Teen  Singers,  led  by  Candy  Forest, 
perform  International  FOLK  SONGS  and 
musical  theater  selections  4  pm. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St. 
647-6015 


March  20:  A  GROUP  READING  of  Eliot 
Wei  nberger’s  What  I  Heard  About  Iraq 
marks  the  third  anniversary  of  the  Iraq 
invasion.  7:30  pm.  Bird  &  Beckett,  2788 
Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

March  21:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Cen¬ 
ter  offers  a  community  MURAL  ARTS  edu¬ 
cation  workshop  for  artists,  teachers,  and 
mural  admirers.  7-9  pm.  348  Precita  St. 
285-2287. 

March  21:  Ingleside  Police  Station  holds 
its  regular  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing.  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John 
Young  Lane.  404-4000. 

March  23:  The  Nick  Barrone  PUPPETS 
perform  Puss  in  Boots,  for  children  of  all 
ages  3:30  pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk 
Library,  3555  16th  St.  355-5616. 

March  23:  Ken  Lajoie  discusses  “The 
GEOLOGICAL  HISTORY  of  the  Bay  Area," 
as  part  of  the  S.F.  Natural  History  Lecture 
Series  at  the  Randall  Museum.  7:30  pm. 
199  Museum  Way,  554-9600. 

March  24:  “Introduction  to  SOFT  PAS¬ 
TEL  and  Pastel  Carre'  is  a  new  class  at 
Artsake  that  runs  for  six  weeks.  Fridays, 
7-8:30  pm  3961  24th  St.  695-0506 

March  24  &  25:  The  Noe  Valley  MUSIC 
SERIES  celebrates  its  25th  anniversary 
with  a  concert  by  jazz  guitarist  Bill  Frisell 
and  his  858  Quartet  +2. 7:30  and  9:30  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
454-5238 

March  24  &  31:  CHANTICLEER 
performs  Brumel's  Earthquake  Mass  at 
Grace  Cathedral.  8  pm.  1100  California  St. 
392-4400,  www.chanticleer.org. 

March  25:  The  Randall  Museum  hosts  a 
Corona  Heights  Park  HABITAT  RESTORA¬ 
TION  work  party:  weed  removal,  trail 
maintenance,  and  ecosystem  education. 

10  am-noon.  Meet  at  199  Museum  Way. 
554-9600. 


March  25:  Artsake  offers  a  five-week 
class  in  CARTOONING  and  comic  strip  art. 
Saturdays,  10:30-12:30  pm.  3961  24th  St. 
695-0506. 

March  25:  The  S.F.  and  Oakland  chap¬ 
ters  of  Anything  Goes  CHORUS  celebrate 
their  25th  anniversary  with  a  concert.  7:30 
pm.  First  Congregational  Church,  2501 
Harrison  St.,  Oakland.  647-6015- 

March  26:  A  panel  discussion,  “Kitchen 
Table  Talks,"  explores  the  future  of  LONG¬ 
TERM  CARE  in  San  Francisco.  1-2:30  pm. 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  648-4092. 

March  26:  The  INA  CHAUS  Opera 
Ensemble  performs  Mozart’s  The  Impre¬ 
sario,  in  honor  of  the  250th  anniversary  of 
his  birthday.  2  pm.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

March  27:  The  ODD  MONDAYS  series 
features  a  film,  Daughter  from  Danang, 
and  conversation  with  one  of  the  filmmak¬ 
ers,  Gail  Dolgin.  No-host  dinner  at  Noe 
Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm;  program,  7  pm. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
jlsender@webtv.net. 

March  28:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Police  Station  begins 
at  6  p.m.  630  Valencia  St.  558-5400. 

March  29:  In  “GENERATION  T:  108  Ways 
to  Transform  a  T-Shirt,"  Megan  Nicolay 
suggests  ways  to  recycle  garments  into 
peasant  skirts,  braided  rugs,  and  even  a 
wedding  dress.  5-6:30  pm.  Excelsior 
Library,  4400  Mission  St.  355-2868 

March  29:  Nature  in  the  City  talks  con¬ 
tinue  with  "What’s  Natural  About  NAT¬ 
URAL  DISASTERS?",  hosted  by  the  City 
Lights  Foundation  and  Counterpulse.  8 
pm.  1310  Mission  St.  626-2060. 

March  30:  A  PORTRAIT  AUCTION  and 
party,  "Strike  a  Pose,"  features  likenesses 
of  San  Francisco  notables,  including 


Gavin  Newsom,  George  Lucas,  and  Rev. 
Cecil  Williams,  by  the  artists  of  Creativity 
Explored.  7-10  pm.  Ill  Minna  Gallery, 

111  Minna  St.  863-2108. 

March  30:  The  S.F.  Conservatory  of 
Music  performs  a  CONCERT  at  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Branch  Library.  3  pm.  300  Bartlett  St. 
355-2800. 

March  30:  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors  meets 
at  7:30  pm  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Day  and  Sanchez  streets.  Call  285- 
0473  to  confirm. 

March  31:  KATIA  NOYES  discusses  life, 
writing,  and  her  debut  novel  Crashing 
America.  7  pm.  Cover  to  Cover,  1307  Cas¬ 
tro  St.  282-8080. 

April  1:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  welcomes 
new  volunteers  at  “CLEAN  SWEEP  No.  4," 
starting  at  Noe  Courts  park.  Tools  and 
supplies  provided.  9  am-noon.  Douglass 
and  24th  streets.  206-0231. 

April  1:  The  fourth  annual  COMEDY 
NIGHT  at  826  Valencia,  “An  Evening  of  a 
Thousand  Scowls,”  features  Sarah  Silver- 
man,  Jimmy  Kimmel,  and  others,  to  bene¬ 
fit  student  programs.  Everett  Middle 
School,  450  Church  St.  642-5778. 


April  Flowers 

The  April  2006  issue  of  the  Noe 
Valley  l/o/ce  will  be  distributed  on 
or  before  April  1 .  The  deadline  for 
calendar  items  is  March  15.  Please 
note  that  because  of  space  limita¬ 
tions,  Noe  Valley  events  take  prior¬ 
ity.  Our  address  is  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St„  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 1 4.  Or  you  may  send 
an  e-mail  to  Calendar  Editor  Karol 
at  calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 


Two  Exquisite  Noe  Valley  Flats 
1045-1047  Diamond  Street 

$1,250,000 

www. 1045-1047Diamond.com 

1045  -  3  Bedroom  TIC  Price:  $495,000 
1047  -  1  Bedroom  TIC  Price:  $755,000 

•  Well  Designed  Floor  Plans 

•  City  Views 

•  Two  Independent  Garages 

•  Beautifully  Remodeled  Flats 

•  Lovely  Landscaped  Garden 

•  Period  Molding,  Fireplace  &  Hardwood  Floors 

•  Building  Delivered  Vacant 

•  Owner  Occupied  /  Investment  /  Single  Family 
Alternative 


Deborah  Odier 

415.999.4357 

dodier@paragon-re.com 


PARAGON 


REAL  ESTATE  GROUP 


IF  YOU  MISS  APRIL  17TH, 
YOUR  RETIREMENT  MAY 

NEVER  BE  THE  SAME. 


As  important  as  it  is  to  put  your  money  to  work,  when  you  do  it 
really  matters. 

The  sooner  you  open  or  contribute  to  an  Edward  Jones  IRA,  the 
more  time  your  money  has  to  grow.  And  by  contributing  the  full 
amount  now  ($4,000  for  2005  and  $4,000  for  2006),  your  money 
could  grow  faster  for  retirement.  You  may  also  be  eligible  to  make 
an  additional  catch-up  contribution  for  each  year. 

At  Edward  Jones,  we  spend  time  getting  to  know  your  goals  so  we 
ran  help  you  reach  them.  To  learn  more  about  why  an  Edward  Jones 
IKA  ran  make  sense  for  you,  call  or  visit  your  local  investment 
representative  by  April  17th. 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Investment  Representative 


Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-282-4079  or  877.282.7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Edward  jones 

MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 

Serving  Individual  Investors  Since  1871 
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s2Je  brin^  cul  Ike  bed  in  you 


AWARD  WINNING  PIZZA! 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 


THE 


ART 


WWW.BACKYARDS.BIZ  415-642-5800 


backyards 


www.blissbarsf.com 


BLISS  B  R 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

s  4026  24th  St.  | 

1  415-826-6200 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Tliis  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 
Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  nei^kborkood 
Tke  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Dine  in,  use  our  Free  Delivery  or 
Call  ahead  to  pick  up! 

i  .  - — 


415-647-1929 

ORDER  ONLINE  NOW!  www.haystackpizza.com 

Open  Sunday  -  Thursday  - 11:30  a.m.  -  11:00  p.m. 

Friday  &  Saturday  - 11:30  a.m.  until  Midnight 

3881  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 


License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


Fine  Italian  Cuisine 

34th  Anniversary  -  A  Family  Tradition  Since  1972 


“Best  of  the  Bay  Area” 

San  Francisco  Magazine 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  941  14 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Salon 
&  Spa 
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Noe  Valley  leather 


joe@  JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


Our  Winter  Skies  showed  the  dramatic  promise  of  rain  showers  amid  patches  of  sun.  Noe  Valley  adults,  dogs,  and  kids  kept  watch  or  braved  the  elements  that  washed  over 
our  city  streets. 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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Electric 

(41 5)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE _ 

paragraph 

MEN  .  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


654  CHENERY  STREET 

?3  block*  fro*  QX»n  Pork  BABT,  botwoazt  oiamcmd  fc  Contra) 


415.239.7800 

Hours i  Tuss-Fri  11 >3 Cam- 7pm  Sat -Sun  12pm- 6pm 

www . paragraphs  f . com 


SHANTA 

DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 

415.821.4091 

license  442870  B 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  *  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 

V _ y 


“1  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I'm 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  1‘ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 


r 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  CLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 


Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

V _ _ _ ) 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Bird  &  % ' 
Beckett  A \ 
Books 

&  Records 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINfET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Chenery  Park 


restaurant 


Tmwfau  Might  U  Family  Mlqhf ! 

CP  Kids 

683  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Fart  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 
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We  have  got  a  reputation  around  town 

and  we’ve  earned  it. 

Best  service,  best  listings,  best  prices. 


m , 

,  . K  W- 


'  i  „  t  r'X  ..  f 


415.550.1300 

4128  24th  Street.  San  Francisco  Ca  941 14 
WWW.BJDROUBI.COM 
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Massage  Therapy 


Complete  Chiropractic  Care  I  Rolfing 


Progressive  Rehabilitation  |  Meridian  Stretching 


mm.  ^ 


isaiiS 


Value  Vacation 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 


RECISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.  RU  BYSC  LAYSTUDIO.ORG 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


(  w  l>»r»rnifi  rrrf, 

CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


Realize  your  long  term  Real  Estate  goals! 
Learn  Innovative  strategies  for  a  changing 
market.  CALL  or  email  to  schedule  your 
complimentary  personalized  consulation. 

415-447-2009 

realestate@amsisf.com 


WVWV.AMSIRES.COM 


PROUDLY  SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  FOR  OVER  35  YEARS 


*# 


THE  TAX 

Managers 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  Notional 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Value  Your  Vacation? 


CST  #2052962-40 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 


Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


BESTof 


THE 


BAY 


WINNER’ 


Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4909 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

too  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004. 


♦  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 

♦  Art  & 
Architecture 
Tours 

♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


"Dr.  Covey  took  care  of  my 
cousin,  now  she  takes  care 
of  me  and  my  wife." 
-  Ron  Kimmons 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 
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Spring 

Forward 

Reading 

March  may  bring  some  rain  and 
cool  temperatures,  but  that’s 
unlikely  to  force  locals  to  seek 
other  climates.  Noe  Valleyans  just 
like  to  travel.  Living  in  the  best 
neighborhood  in  the  world  means 
it’s  so  good  to  come  home  again. 
And  if  they  miss  24th  Street,  they 
can  always  take  a  vivid  reminder 
with  them:  a  copy  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice. And  the  communicators 
among  them  can  fill  us  in  on  their 
adventures  by  mailing  photos  and 
caption  info  to:  Noe  Valley  Voice, 

Attn:  Readers,  1 02 1  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  941  14,  or  by  e- 
mai I i ng  editor@noevalleyvoice. com. 
Join  them,  join  us. Write  today. 


Christine  Kromer  and  James  Park  loved  trekking  in  the  Sahara  Desert  near  Morocco  almost  as  much  as  they  enjoyed  reading  the  news  from 
home.  Here  they  finish  up  the  Calendar  section  while  Gerard  the  Camel  patiently  awaits  orders  from  Hussein,  his  driver. 


1 

MB  l  i  B 

Relax,  parents,  these  kids  are  not  on  a  surprise  field  trip.  Second-graders  Sebastian 
Whitehead,  Jack  Lyons,  and  Malachy  Costigan  are  in  the  schoolyard  at  Sc  Philip's  School 
looking  for  the  Kids  Page,  which  was  absent  in  the  February  issue.  Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


Patty  McCrary  and  Dale  Fehringer 

enjoyed  the  breathtaking  views  at  Machu 
Piccu  in  Peru.  But  their  trip  was  somewhat 
marred  by  having  to  use  their  copy  of  the 
Voice  to  defend  themselves  against  hordes  of 
mosquitoes. 


Jim  Sorour  paused  while  vacationing  and 
visiting  family  in  Lebanon.  Among  the  sights 
he  took  in  were  the  Roman  ruins  of 
Baalbeck  in  the  Bekaa  Valley. 


High  school  English  teacher  Daria  Pennington  is  back  in  the  USA  now  and  living  in  Glen 
Park  after  a  summer  trip  to  Paris  where  her  constant  traveling  companion  was  a  copy  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice. 
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organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy  ®HS 
flower  essences 


iifeSs 


aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


11:00  a. m.- 6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
m  415-821-0997^- 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 

_ 


•  SUBARU  •  TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
•  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  •  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


o 


415-550-2400 


OIO. 

Sa«  Vrancisc® 
Valley  Jewelry 

tfof  (or  any  body 
1/2 

2vf  h  Sfreef 
«/(5-20(-070V 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


STilL  the 
BEST  frome  shop 
in  Son  Francisco. 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor- Sensitive 
Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 

www.garavaglia.com 


<3> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


highlights  Bold  lowlights 

•  Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightener 

•  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only 


Where  culture  and  hair  come  together 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


Two  locafions 
to  serve  you 

1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days  I 

www.hairplay.com 


rIL  I  UKt  hRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIE 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 ,h  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 


n  Gift  certificates  available. 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


934  Valencia  St  94110 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Decorator  Mirrors  wholesale 
to  the  public. 


Holiday  Bazaar, 

every  weekend  in  December. 


Featured  Local  Artists: 


Calixto  Robles 
Otto  Aguilar 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month  we  introduce  two 
centers  for  chiropractic  medicine,  one  of 
which  is  sharing  space  with  a  midwife. 

Fitwell  Chiropractic  and 
Sports  Medicine 
900  Noe  Street  at  22nd  Street 
415-920-9766 
www.fitwell.com 

In  2004,  after  four  years  of  building  her 
chiropractic  business  on  Church  Street 
(across  from  Chloe’s  cafe),  Lisa  Covey 
moved  Fitwell  Chiropractic  and  Sports 
Medicine  up  to  the  comer  of  Noe  and 
22nd  streets.  “It’s  much  nicer  here  up  on 
the  hill,”  she  says.  “We’ve  got  good 
views,  and  it’s  always  good  exercise  for 
clients  who  come  and  see  me.” 

Once  inside,  clients  are  greeted  by 
Rikke  Cox,  Covey’s  office  manager,  and 
by  Mette,  a  jet-black  curly-coated  re¬ 
triever,  who  shares  the  sunny,  orchid- 
lined  reception  area  with  Cox.  "It’s  amaz¬ 
ing  the  effect  Meta  has.  She’s  really 
sweet.  People  sit  down  and  pet  her  and 
calm  right  down,”  says  Covey. 

Covey,  who  lives  on  Castro  Street,  was 
drawn  to  her  profession  because  of  its 
basic  philosophy,  which  holds  that  “the 
body  has  an  innate  capacity  to  heal  itself,” 
she  says.  “[Chiropractic  medicine]  is  a 
way  of  augmenting  what  the  body  already 
knows  how  to  do.” 

She  also  finds  it  deeply  rewarding  to 
help  people  get  well.  “It’s  seeing  people 
leave  the  office  with  a  smile  on  their  face, 
seeing  someone  learn  to  trust  their  own 
instincts  and  their  own  decisions  regard¬ 
ing  their  health.” 

In  addition  to  doing  spinal  adjust¬ 
ments,  Covey  adjusts  feet,  hands,  shoul¬ 
ders,  elbows,  hips,  and  knees.  She  uses 
several  different  techniques,  including 
the  popular  “active-release”  technique. 
“It’s  a  way  of  mobilizing  the  soft  tissue. 
Whenever  there's  trauma  in  the  body, 
whether  from  surgery  or  an  accident  or 
repetitive  strain,  or  even  postural  distor¬ 
tion,  the  body’s  natural  response  is  the 
formation  of  scar  tissue,  which  causes  tis¬ 
sues  to  adhere  to  themselves  as  well  as 
other  structures,”  she  says.  “This  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  lot  of  aches  and  pains  that 
become  chronic  and  can  create  a  cumu¬ 
lative  injury  cycle.  The  active-release 
technique  is  a  specific  treatment  protocol 
that’s  directed  at  removing  those  adhe¬ 
sions.  I’ve  found  that  it  dovetails  very 
nicely  with  chiropractic  adjustment.” 

Govey  also  practices  the  Graston  tech¬ 
nique,  which  uses  bevel-edged  stainless- 
steel  instruments  and  is  gaining  popular¬ 
ity  with  athletes,  she  says. 

Fitwell  has  two  treatment  rooms,  a 
massage  therapy  and  Rolfing  room 
(available  for  use  by  other  massage  ther¬ 


apists),  a  progressive  rehab  room,  and  an 
x-ray  room  where  patients  can  receive 
motion  x-rays.  “It’s  a  fascinating  tech¬ 
nology  that  allows  us  to  put  joints  through 
a  range  of  motion,  and  if  there’s  a  liga¬ 
mentous  injury,  we  can  see  it  through  the 
aberrant  motion  of  the  joint.” 

Ultimately,  Covey  says,  her  work  is 
about  giving  clients  information.  “The 
more  information  we  can  give  people 
about  their  body's  health  and  well-being, 
the  more  they’re  likely  to  be  able  to  heal 
on  their  own.” 

Fitwell  Chiropractic  is  open  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  noon 
and  3  (o  6  p.m.;  and  Thursday  from  2  to 
7  p.m.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.fitwell.com. 


Owner  Lisa  Covey  (left)  and  office  manager 
Rikke  Cox,  of  Fitwell  Chiropractic  and 
Sports  Medicine  on  Noe  Street,  say  they 
often  get  help  from  their  pet  therapy 
director,  Mette.  .  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


More  Mojo  Chiropractic 
1347  Church  Street  at  Clipper  Street 
415-821-6656 
www.moremojostudios.com 
Wisewoman  Childbirth  Traditions 
415-285-9233 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

For  weeks,  neighbors  have  been  stop¬ 
ping  in  at  More  Mojo  Chiropractic  at  the 
comer  of  Church  and  Clipper  streets  and 
asking  whether  the  new  business  is  an  art 
gallery  because  of  the  building’s  freshly 
painted  gold-and-red  exterior  and  the  vi¬ 
brant  artwork  hung  on  the  walls  inside. 

“People  get  excited.  They  definitely 
sense  a  different  kind  of  action  going  on 
inside  the  studio,”  says  Darci  Kendriek, 
who  along  with  Kristine  Hicks  opened 
More  Mojo’s  doors  in  Noe  Valley  on  Jan. 
2.  The  two  chiropractors  are  sharing  the 
space  with  midwife  Maria  Iorillo. 

“It’s  a  serendipitous  union,”  Kendrick 
says.  “Two  years  ago,  Maria  was  the  mid¬ 
wife  for  both  my  baby  and  for  Kristine's 
baby,  and  here  we  are  now  all  working  to¬ 
gether.  Maria’s  very  popular  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  because  she’s  done  a  lot  of  home 
births  here  and  she’s  done  so  much  to  get 
home  birthing  on  the  map.” 

Before  the  move,  Kendrick,  who  lives 
in  the  Upper  Market  area,  and  Hicks,  a 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


Bemal  Heights  resident,  were  sharing  a 
Mission  District  office,  called  More  Mojo 
Studios.  Iorillo,  who  lives  in  Noe  Valley, 
was  sharing  office  space  with  Natural  Re¬ 
sources  on  Diamond  Street. 

“Up  on  Diamond  Street  there  wasn’t  a 
lot  of  walk-by  traffic,”  says  Iorillo,  whose 
20-year-old  business  is  called  Wise¬ 
woman  Childbirth  Traditions.  “Since  I 
delivered  Darci  and  Kristine’s  babies, 
we’ve  done  a  lot  of  cross-referrals,  so 
coming  together  in  this  little  hub  of  ac¬ 
tivity  is  really  great.  Overall  we’re  want¬ 
ing  to  make  More  Mojo  an  educational 
hub  where  people  can  not  only  get  chiro¬ 
practic  and  midwife  care,  but  we’re  also 
going  to  hold  classes  and  introduce  alter¬ 
native  practitioners,  particularly  acu¬ 
puncturists  and  homeopathic  and  naturo¬ 
pathic  doctors,  in  the  community.” 

Hicks  and  Kendrick  see  people  in  all 
walks  of  life,  but  Hicks  focuses  on  fami¬ 
lies,  seeing  a  large  number  of  children  and 
pregnant  women.  Kendrick  emphasizes 
sports-related  work,  combining  adjust¬ 
ments  with  soft-tissue  work  such  as  the 
active-release  technique.  “You’ll  see  chil¬ 
dren  running  around  here  next  to  week¬ 
end  warriors  coming  in  with  sports  in¬ 
juries,”  Kendrick  says. 

Hicks  emphasizes  that  chiropractic 
care  really  is  for  people  of  all  ages  and 
that  treatments  for  the  very  young  tend  to 
be  subtler  than  those  for  adults.  “Most 
people  think  chiropractic  is  just  for  back 
and  neck  pain,  but  it’s  about  the  nervous 
system.  The  reason  we  look  at  the  back 
and  neck  is  because  that’s  where  the  brain 
stem  and  spinal  cord  are  housed.  We’re 
nervous  system  doctors,  and  a  healthy 
nervous  system  optimally  reflects  on 
every  system  in  the  body,”  she  says. 

While  Iorillo’s  consultation  and  exam¬ 
ination  rooms  are  private,  most  of  the  chi¬ 
ropractic  adjustments  are  done  in  an  open 
space.  “We  don’t  have  walls  separating 
our  adjusting  tables;  you’re  part  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  adjustments,”  says  Kendrick.  She 
quickly  points  out,  though,  that  patients 
who  need  privacy  are  easily  accommo¬ 
dated  in  a  private  room. “We  have  a  com¬ 


Chiropractors  Darci  Kendrick  (shown 
holding  daughter  Olivia)  and  Kristine  Hicks 
promise  great  synergy  with  midwife  Maria 
Iorillo  (right),  at  More  Mojo  Chiropractic, 
newly  arrived  on  Church  Street. 

mon  goal  to  participate  in  this  community 
for  a  long,  long  time,  and  to  strengthen 
this  region  as  a  haven  for  home  birthing 
and  natural  health  care.  To  have  been  so 
welcomed  by  the  community  already  has 
been  awesome,"  Kendrick  says.  “Church 
Street  is  an  experience  in  and  of  itself.  It’s 
not  just  our  practice.  It’s  all  the  other 
practices  and  the  restaurants  and  little 
cafes  and  the  fact  that  this  is  an  old  neigh¬ 
borhood  with  roots.  It  just  feels  really 
good  to  be  part  of  it.” 

Hicks’  hours  are  Mondays  and  Thurs¬ 
days,  from  8  to  10:30  a.m.  and  3  to  6  p.m.; 
and  Wednesdays,  9:45  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and 
3  to  5:15  p.m.  Kendrick  works  Tuesdays 
from  8  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  Wednesdays 
from  2  to  6  p.m.,  and  Fridays  from  8  a.m. 
to  12:30  p.m.  And  Iorillo  is  in  the  office 
from  8  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays,  as  well  as  from  8  a.m.  to 
noon  on  Thursdays. 


New  Leaf  Services 

Professional  organizing 


Call  Margaret  for  a  no -obligation  consultation. 

Phone  6go.3fz.og8o  www.newleafservices.com 


Need  to  free  up  your  living  and  work  space? 
Want  to  gain  control  of  your  time? 
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St.  James  Scdoof 

“Smaff  Scdoof,  (Jiant  Opportunity” 

321  Fair  Oaks  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94110  •  Easy  Access  to  24th  St.  Bart  &  280 

(415)  647-8972  www.saintjamessf.org 

Low  Student-Teacher  Ratio  •  Fine  Arts,  Technology,  RE.  and  Health 


A.M.  /  P.M.  Extended  Care 


Substantial  Tuition  Assistance 


Member  of  the 
Alliance  of  Mission  District  Catholic  Schools 


CALL  US  TO  SCHEDULE  A  TOUR! 


SMALL  FRYS 

No«  Valley  s  Favorite  Children's  Store 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley. 


(415)  648-3954 

Spoil  your  baby 
with  the  best. 

Shop  Small  Frys 
for  your 
huggable 
Gund 

baby  plush. 

www.smallfrys.com 
Children  s  sizes  zero  to  seven.  Open  every  day. 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371  i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 


Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 
* 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 


www.addaclevenger.org 

_  J 


KIDS’  VOICE  MARCH  2006 


What’s  the  Weather  in  Noe  Valley? 


he  weather  in  Noe  Valley 
changes  all  the  time.  One 
minute  it’s  sunny.  Then  it’s 
foggy.  Another  minute  it’s  windy. 
The  next  it’s  cold  and  rainy. 

Sun  in  Noe  Valley 

The  sun  causes  the  weather  in  Noe 
Wiley.  When  the  sun  is  high  in  the 
sky,  it  heats  the  earth.  After  the  sun 
sets,  the  earth  cools  down.  The  heat¬ 
ing  and  cooling  caused  by  the  sun’s 
rising  and  setting  helps  make  all  the 
different  types  of  weather,  like  rain, 
wind,  and  fog. 

Rain  in  Noe  Valley 

Water  in  the  air  creates  the  clouds 
above  Noe  Valley,  the  white  and 
sometimes  gray-looking  forms  we 
see  in  the  sky.  Rain  falls  from  the 
clouds  above  Noe  Valley  when  the 
water  in  the  clouds  collects  and 
forms  into  heavy  drops. 

The  most  rain  on  record  in  Noe 
Valley  fell  during  the  winter  of 
1861-62,  when  it  rained  49.27 
inches.  In  recent  years,  the  1997-98 
season  was  the  wettest.  That  winter, 
it  rained  47.19  inches. 

January  is  usually  the  rainiest  month 
in  San  Francisco,  followed  by 
February,  December,  and  March. 
July  is  the  driest  month. 

Fog  in  Noe  Valley 

Fog  is  a  cloud  that  stays  close  to  the 
ground.  Fog  forms  in  Noe  Valley 
when  warm,  moist  air  from  far  out 
in  the  ocean  moves  over  cooler 
water  closer  to  the  coast.  The  fog 
usually  spreads  over  Noe  Valley  in 
the  late  evening  and  retreats  back  to 
the  ocean  in  the  morning,  when  the 
land  grows  warm. 

Hills  in  Noe  Valley 
The  hills  encircling  Noe  Valley,  and 
the  ocean  and  bay  surrounding  the 
city,  cause  a  pattern  of  weather  in 
the  neighborhood  that  is  different 
from  other  places  in  San  Francisco. 
For  example,  during  the  summer  the 
fog  covers  many  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods  all  day  long,  while  in 
Noe  Valley  the  fog  is  often  blocked 
by  Twin  Peaks.  The  twin  hills  create 
a  barrier  protecting  the  valley  from 
wind  and  cooler  air. 

Snow  in  Noe  Valley 

It  rarely  ever  snows  in  Noe  Valley, 
but  it  did  snow  a  few  times.  It 
snowed  more  than  7  inches  on  top 
of  Twin  Peaks  on  Feb.  5,  1887.  That 
was  over  a  hundred  years  ago!  The 
most  recent  time  it  snowed  was  30 
years  ago  on  Feb.  5,  1976.  Then  it 
snowed  1  inch  in  downtown  San 
Francisco  and  almost  5  inches  on 
top  of  Twin  Peaks. 


Clouds  in  Noe  Valley 

When  you  see  clouds  over  Noe 
Valley,  it  might  mean  it’s  going  to 
rain  or  it  might  not. 


Stratus  clouds  will  cover  the  sky’  in  a 
fluffy  gray  layer  and  will  sometimes  cause 
a  coastal  drizzle.  When  stratus  clouds 
reach  the  ground,  they  are  called  fog. 


Cirrus  clouds  are  very  high  and  wispy, 
and  are  not  thick  enough  to  cause  rain 
themselves.  Some  people  believe  that  if 
cirrus  clouds  make  a  halo  around  the 
sun.  rain  will  come  in  a  few  days. 


Cumulus  clouds  look  like  large  balls  of 
cotton,  and  they  often  cause  rain.  These 
clouds  usually  have  round,  lumpy  tops 
and  flatter  bottoms. 

Noe  Nino  or  Nina 

Weather  experts  use  the  words  “La 
Nina”  and  “El  Nino,”  which  mean 
“the  girl”  and  “the  boy”  in  Spanish, 
to  describe  weather  patterns  we 
experience  in  the  United  States.  El 
Nino  is  a  weather  pattern  created  by 
the  rapid  warming  of  certain  parts  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  can  cause  large 
amounts  of  rain  (or  extremely  dry 
weather)  during  the  winter  and 
spring.  Because  Noe  Valley  is 
located  midway  down  the  Pacific 
Coast,  ills  hard  to  tell  whether  an  El 
Nino  will  bring  us  rain  or  clear  skies. 

La  Nina  is  a  weather  pattern 
caused  by  the  cooling  of  certain 
parts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  may 
cause  hotter  and  dryer  weather  in 
the  southwestern  United  States  and 
colder  and  stormier  weather  to  the 
north.  Scientists  say  we  are  having 
La  Nina  this  winter  and  that  the 
weather  in  Noe  Valley  is  likely  to  be 
normal  to  dry  this  spring. 


How  Do  People  Find 
Out  About  the  Weather 
In  Noe  Valley? 

Weather  information  is  col¬ 
lected  at  a  station  run  by  the 
National  Weather  Service  office 
located  at  the  San  Francisco  Airport. 
The  National  Weather  Service  takes 
weather  measurements,  such  as  rain¬ 
fall  amounts,  from  1 3  locations,  two 
of  which  are  very  close  to  Noe 
Valley:  Duboce  Park  and  Mission 
Dolores. 

For  more  information  about 
the  National  Weather  Service  and 
for  a  weather  forecast,  go  to 
wwtv.  wrh.noaa.gov/mtrl . 

If  you  would  like  tafind  the 
current  weather,  visit  the  web  site 
www.ozdachs.com/weather/ . 

If  you  would  like  to  read  some 
historical  statistics  on  the  weather- 
in  San  Francisco,  go  to  the  site 
http://ggweather.com. 

If  you  don’t  have  a  computer, 
listen  to  KCBS-740AM  for  weather 
updates. 


A  Tornado  Near  Noe  Valley 
Tornadoes  do  not  usually  happen  in 
or  near  Noe  Valley,  but  last  year  a 
tornado  formed  in  South  San 
Francisco,  on  March  21,  2005.  The 
funnel-shaped  windstorm,  which 
rotated  at  rapid  speeds  of  70  to  110 
miles  per  hour,  flew  over  highway 
Interstate  280.  The  tornado  caused  a 
lot  of  damage  to  buildings,  but  no 
one  was  hurt. 


♦  THANK  YOU  # 

Special  thanks  to  meteorologist 
Jan  Null,  author  of  Climate  of  San 
Francisco  and  of  the  Golden  Gate 
Weather  Services  web  site;  John 
Monteverdi,  professor  at  San 
Francisco  State  University;  and 
the  articles  “Climate  Experts 
Predict  La  Nina  Phenomenon” 
(Feb.  2,  2006)  and  “Strong  South 
San  Francisco  Weather 
Determined  to  Be  Tornado” 
(March  2),  2005),  by  the 
Associated  Press  on  SFGate.com. 


CHEE 
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Happy  2  006! 
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Antique  •  Persian 
C  o  n  lem  por  a  ry 
Tribal 

C  oui'I-cmv  l<>  l lie  li'iidc 

wnvw.  N  o  mac  IK  LI  o«  .  CO  111 

3775  24  in  Street 
415.401.8833 

Mow  Open  al  Our 
Second  Location  in 
San  Ansel  mo: 

2  I  n  n. stead  Avenue 
4  1  .>  .  4  8  '2  .  <S  S  .1  5 


Real  Plumbing 

and  Heating,  Inc. 

vmw.realplumbing.net 


COMPLETE  PLUMBING  REPAIR 
DRAIN  &  SEWER  CLEANING 
HEATING  &  FURNACE  REPAIRS 


P.0.  BOX  40400 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94140 

(415)  282-1147 

FAX:  (415)  282-3390 


Katherine 

Michiels 


School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Residential  & 
Commercial 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


CA  LICENSE  #838680 


*  Get  Real! 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 


Spark  Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  San  Frandsco,  CA  941 02  |  ph  415.503.0055 
www.sparkconstruction.com 
Full  Service  Since  1987  |  License  #546094 


Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


'The  best  kept  secret  in  San  Francisco 
is  right  here  in  Noe  Valley!" 


I  FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 


BUY  ONE 

GET  FREE 

HOME-MADE 

FRESH  PASTA 

PASTA  SAUCE 

FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 

Tomato  Basil 

Papardelle 

Bolognese 

Fettuccine 

Alfredo 

Linguine 

Porcini  Mushroom 

Angel  Hair 

Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 

FLAVORS 

Cajun  Crayfish 

Egg 

Basil  Pesto 

Spinach 

Cilantro  Pesto 

Herb 

Melanzane  Pesto 

Black  Pepper 

Romesco  Pesto 

Lemon 

Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 

Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 

741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon,  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  March  1  through  March  31 


•  HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO 


Remodel 


Design 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Footprints  and 
Fingerprints 


In  this  column ,  reprinted  from  the  April 
1996  issue,  Florence  Holub  traces  the 
development  of  Dolores  Heights  and  the 
hard  work  of  neighbors  to  create  a  spe¬ 
cial  use  district. 

The  first  feet  to  tread  the  hills  of 
our  valley  were  undoubtedly 
those  of  the  Miwok  Indians.  I 
picture  them  searching  the  grassy  slopes 
for  the  same  small  but  deliciously  sweet 
wild  strawberries  my  brothers  and  I 
picked  during  the  summer  months  when 
we  were  children. 

Jose  Noe,  the  man  whose  name  we 
honor,  also  may  have  climbed  to  the 
heights  to  get  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  his 
rancho,  which  covered  4,400  acres 
stretching  south  from  16th  Street  and 
west  from  Valencia.  He  acquired  the 
property  as  a  land  grant  from  the  last 
Mexican  governor  of  California  in 
1846. 

Eight  years  later,  following  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  gold  and  the  arrival  of 
shiploads  of  settlers,  Noe  sold  his  land 
to  brothers  John  and  William  Homer, 
whose  company  built  a  large  share  of 
the  earliest  houses  in  Noe  Valley. 

In  the  1880s,  one  of  the  first  houses 
to  go  up  on  our  hill,  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  we  now  call  Dolores  Heights,  was 
a  stately  mansion  built  by  Adolph 
Scheerer.  Scheerer  was  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  more  successful  contractors, 
but  he  built  his  mansion  at  450  Liberty 
Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Noe)  the 
hard  way. 

The  construction  materials  had  to  be 
shipped  from  the  East  Coast  around 
Cape  Horn,  the  southernmost  tip  of 
South  America.  Once  they  arrived  here, 
the  supplies  had  to  be  hauled  up  the 
face  of  an  almost  perpendicular  slope 
using  mules  and  chains. 

When  the  house  was  completed, 
though,  it  must  have  been  a  grand  place, 
both  inside  and  out.  In  addition  to  the 
spacious  rooms  and  fabulous  views,  the 
estate  reportedly  had  an  extensive  gar¬ 
den,  with  many  fountains  and  statues 
sprinkled  among  the  trees  and  flowers. 

The  old  building — but  not  the  statu¬ 
ary — was  still  standing  when  we  moved 
to  our  house  on  21st  Street  in  the  1950s. 
But  about  10  years  later,  the  property 
went  up  for  sale. 

It  was  then  that  my  man  Leo  and  I 
met  Audrey  Rodgers,  a  neighbor  on 
21st  Street  who  was  fighting  to  preserve 
the  fine  old  landmark  building. 

In  her  40s  at  the  time,  Audrey  was  a 
brilliant,  energetic  woman  who  left  an 
indelible  imprint  on  the  hill.  She  was  a 
housewife  with  two  children.  She  also 
was  a  U.C.  graduate  with  degrees  in 
zoology  and  landscape  architecture. 

Audrey  was  amazing  in  other  ways  as 
well.  She  had  an  Irish  terrier  named 
Shaw  (for  George  Bernard  Shaw) 
whose  fur  she  combed  and  saved.  Then 
she  had  it  spun  into  yam,  from  which 
she  knitted  a  beautiful  sweater  for  her 
husband! 

Her  neighbors  were  so  inspired  by 
Audrey’s  passion  and  intelligence  that 
we  gladly  pitched  in  to  save  the 
Scheerer  mansion,  which  had  great  his¬ 
torical  and  architectural  value.  I  remem¬ 


ber  painting  a  watercolor  of  the  building 
to  bolster  Audrey’s  eloquent  appeal 
before  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
Commission.  Sadly,  despite  our  efforts, 
the  Scheerer  house  was  tom  down. 
However,  due  to  Audrey’s  tireless  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  developer,  what  might 
have  been  a  series  of  stuccoed  boxes  in 
the  middle  of  the  400  block  of  Liberty 
Street  was  transformed  into  an  excellent 
example  of  modern  housing. 

The  row  of  wood-shingled,  brick¬ 
faced  houses — each  with  bay  windows, 
decks,  and  garages — was  oriented  to 
take  advantage  of  a  magnificent  view  of 
the  city  and  bay.  Also  incorporated  into 
the  design  was  an  intimate  communal 
square,  a  tiny  park  with  benches  and 
flowers  situated  beneath  two  towering 
evergreens. 

This  lovely  landscaped  spot  is  only 
one  of  the  places  on  the  hill  that  shows 
Audrey’s  “fingerprints.” 

One  year  during  summer  vacation, 
when  her  young  son  Tim  needed  a  chal¬ 
lenging  project,  she  suggested  he  clear 
the  overgrown  patch  of  vines  and  debris 
around  the  stairway  at  20th  and  Sanchez 
streets.  The  spot  was  in  dire  need  of 
attention,  so  Tim  (now  a  doctor  in  Santa 
Barbara)  agreeably  spent  his  vacation 
vigorously  weeding,  hoeing,  shoveling, 
and  planting  the  green  ground  cover 
that  has  survived  to  this  day. 

Audrey  was  the  first  person  to  apply 
for  underground  wiring — and  thus  the 
removal  of  unsightly  telephone  poles — 
on  her  block  of  21st  Street  between  Noe 
and  Sanchez. 

But  her  most  important  legacy  was 
the  creation  of  the  Dolores  Heights 
Special  Use  District,  a  set  of  zoning 
rules  designed  to  protect  the  environ¬ 


ment  and  the  unique  mix  of  Victorian, 
Tudor,  and  modem  dwellings  on  our 
hilltop. 

In  the  late  ’70s,  much  to  our  chagrin, 
the  Planning  Department  suddenly  and 
inexplicably  cut  the  neighborhood’s 
backyard  requirements  in  half.  Audrey 
and  I  knew  what  that  meant:  if  we  didn’t 
act  fast,  Dolores  Heights  would  soon  be 
highrises  and  condos. 

We  met  to  discuss  the  best  strategy, 
and  then  Leo  happened  to  put  his  hands 
on  a  1971  report  prepared  by  Planning 
Director  Paul  Jacobs.  The  report  said 
Dolores  Heights  was  one  of  several 
architecturally  significant  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  the  city  that  should  be  singled 
out  for  preservation. 

Audrey  and  I  formed  a  committee 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  number  of 
local  architects,  drew  up  a  set  of  build¬ 
ing  restrictions  and  boundaries  for  the 
special  use  district.  (It  runs  loosely  from 
19th  to  22nd  and  Church  to  Noe.) 

For  two  years,  we  worked  with  the 
city,  urging  adoption  of  our  plan. 

Audrey  was  the  brains  and  I  was  the 
feet,  running  back  and  forth  between  the 
neighborhood  and  City  Hall. 

Finally  in  1980,  our  special  district 
was  approved  at  a  Board  of  Supervisors 
meeting.  (Ours  was  the  second  one  in 
the  city,  after  Pacific  Heights.)  After  the 
meeting,  I  went  home  to  a  sleepless 
night,  during  which  I  repeatedly  awoke, 
exclaiming  to  myself,  "We  did  it!” 

The  next  day,  still  flush  with  victory, 

I  went  with  my  neighbors  Janet  Pera 
and  Rhea  Kley  down  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Bar  &  Grill.  We  ordered  a  carafe  of 
wine  and  toasted  each  other  with  many 
more  rounds  of  “We  did  it!” 

When  I  got  home,  I  found  a  note  in 


Twenty-first  Street  resident  Audrey  Rodgers  spent  many  long  hours  working  to  save 
landmark  buildings  and  create  a  special  preservation  district  in  the  neighborhood  known  as 
Dolores  Heights.  After  her  death  in  1994,  family  and  friends  placed  a  garden  and  memorial 
bench  at  the  corner  of  Sanchez  and  21st  streets.  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 


my  mailbox,  left  by  Audrey  on  her  way 
to  work,  proclaiming,  “We  did  it!” 

Over  the  years,  one  of  Audrey’s 
goals  was  to  fix  up  the  public 
easement  along  the  west  side  of 
Sanchez  from  Hill  to  21st  Street.  For 
decades,  the  scruffy  embankment  had 
been  a  home  for  weeds  and  litter. 

During  the  ’60s,  the  “hippies”  used 
the  place  as  a  campground  for  their 
vans.  That  would  have  been  acceptable, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  garbage  and 
other  unhygienic  refuse  they  left  behind 
for  the  residents  to  clean  up. 

The  untended  area  also  served  as  a 
lovers’  lane.  One  gray-haired  older  cou¬ 
ple  used  to  visit  the  spot  on  a  regular 
basis  each  week.  They  would  park  their 
house  trailer,  then  go  into  the  enclosed 
living  space  in  back.  After  a  half  an 
hour,  they  would  emerge,  get  into  the 
cab,  and  drive  away.  Over  a  six-month 
period,  the  neighbors  became  friendly 
with  them,  exchanging  greetings  as  they 
came  and  went.  One  day,  however,  a 
resident  who  worked  in  a  doctor’s 
office  thought  she  recognized  the 
woman  as  a  former  patient.  She  could 
not  refrain  from  asking,  “Weren’t  you  a 
patient  of  Dr.  So-and-so?”  Hastily  and 
wordlessly,  the  couple  climbed  into  the 
cab  of  their  vehicle  and  departed.  They 
were  never  seen  again. 

(I  can’t  resist  telling  a  story  about 
another  set  of  visitors  to  our  lookout. 
One  day,  a  resident  I  will  refer  to  as  Mr. 
Nosy  was  walking  his  dog  in  the  area 
when  he  came  upon  two  men  engaged 
in  an  intimate  exchange  in  the  back  of 
their  station  wagon.  Mr.  Nosy  was 
peeking  through  the  window  when  Ms. 
M.H.O.B. — Minds  Her  Own 
Business — came  around  the  comer. 

“For  shame,  Mr.  Nosy!  This  is  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  privacy.”  He  retorted  defen¬ 
sively,  “I  just  wanted  to  see  how  they 
do  it."  and  then  continued  his  walk  with 
his  more  discreet  companion.) 


Nowadays  11996],  the  embankment  is 
sprinkled  with  flowers  and  cardboard 
tombstones,  planted  in  protest  over  the 
housing  development  to  be  built  on  the 
southwest  comer  of  21st  and  Sanchez. 

But  Audrey's  dream  was  to  clean  and 
landscape  the  spot,  just  like  her  son  Tim 
had  done  to  a  similar  plot  20  years 
before.  Unfortunately,  two  months  prior 
to  starting  the  project,  Audrey  went  into 
the  hospital  for  minor  surgery  and  failed 
to  come  out  of  the  anesthesia.  She  died 
on  Aug.  26,  1 994,  at  the  age  of  7 1 . 

Audrey’s  wishes  have  not  been  for¬ 
gotten,  however.  Her  daughter,  Janice 
Rodgers  Braken,  who  lives  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  has  commissioned  a  landscape 
architect  to  design  plantings  for  the 
easement,  and  a  sculptor  who  will  carve 
a  redwood  bench,  to  be  installed  at  the 
corner  of  Sanchez  and  2 1  st  streets. 

The  bench  will  be  a  place  for  weary 
pedestrians  who  have  just  scaled  the 
slope  to  sit  and  appreciate  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  view.  It  will  also  be  a  fitting 
memorial  to  a  remarkable  woman, 
Audrey  Penn  Rodgers,  whose  vision, 
integrity,  and  dedication  have  served 
and  preserved  the  well-loved  neighbor¬ 
hood  called  Dolores  Heights. 
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B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENIRA1 CONTRACTOR 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


4050  ZAth  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 


r  phone  415.282.Z665 
fax  415.282.7668 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than"«eiu  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 

r saYe  today ^ 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for  « 

10%  off  labor,  or  | 

for  insurance  jobs, 

%  off  your  deductible.  1 

_ I 


10% 

OFF 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 


will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


RocketDog  Rescue 

415-642-4786  www.rocketdogrescue.org 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 


www.SelectaAutoBody.com 
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Alvarado  Read-a-thon 


Show  Us  Your  Books.  Students  in  Miss  Estes’  first-grade  class  at  Alvarado  School  showed  off  their  favorite  storybook  covers  for  our  photographer  in  February.The  PTA 
helped  make  books  available  for  all  kids  at  Alvarado  that  month  to  help  spark  interest  in  reading.The  big  kid  in  the  back  row  with  the  funny  hat  is  actually  mom  Lisa  Barry. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


St.  Paul’s  School 

Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly ,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 

A  neighborhood  school  offering 

•  Small  classes  in  K-8; 

•  Low  student  -  teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  a.m.  &  p.m.  extended  care; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities, 
including  study  hall,  language,  music,  dance  & 
sports  league. 

6  vear  WASC  accreditation 


Now  accepting  applications 
for  grades  5  through  8 


Preschool  Grades  K'8 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director  Sr.  Arm  Cronin  BVM,  Principal 
725,  Diamond  Street  665,  Elizabeth  Street 

(415)  282  0141  (415)824  8467 


www.saintphilipschoolcom  info@saintphilipschool.com 


Excellence  in  Education  since  1938 
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HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLES) 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


/>Sc  , 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


FAMILY  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 

FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


align 


iff 

Call  for  Consultation 
4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  415-285-7007 


The  "Room  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2005-06  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


room  to  (4row 

l‘  R  E  S  <:  II  O  O  I. 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 10  •  415-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 

No 

Full  Servit 

CEUCA  SALOh 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  197 

a 

M  bbb 

iw  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

:e  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 

2233  Harrison  St./18th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 


ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94112 

(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2006-07 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 

YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Here’s  the  latest  scoop  on  James  Lick 
Middle  School  and  Alvarado  and 
Fairmount  elementary  schools,  provided 
by  school  parents  and  volunteers. 

ALVARADO 

Students  Hit  the  Books 

There  were  a  lot  of  pages  turning  at  Al¬ 
varado  Elementary  in  the  last  few  days  of 
February,  as  students  raced  toward  the  fin¬ 
ish  line  in  the  school’s  annual  Read-a-thon. 
Under  the  guidance  of  new  principal 
Clementina  Duron,  who  has  made  literacy 
her  focus  this  year,  the  kids  were  bursting 
with  enthusiasm  over  this  wordy  event. 

The  two-week  competition  got  off  to  a 
colorful  start  on  Monday,  Feb.  13,  with 
Literacy  Club  members  dressed  in  color¬ 
ful  hats  announcing  the  Read-a-thon  at 
the  morning  assembly  and  then  visiting 
all  the  classrooms  to  hand  out  reading 
logs  and  pledge  sheets. 

Lily  Barry,  who  headed  up  the  Read- 
a-thon  this  year,  reported  a  very  excited 
parent  calling  her  to  thank  her  for  the 
event.  The  excited  mom  said,  “Until 
tonight,  my  daughter  had  only  read  a  few 
words  at  a  time.  She’s  so  excited  about  the 
Read-a-thon  that  she  took  three  books 
into  her  room  tonight  and  read  the  first 
three  pages  of  a  chapter  book!” 

The  students  were  working  towards  re¬ 
wards  for  beating  last  year’s  total  reading 
time  of  35,62 1  minutes  (that’s  almost  600 
hours).  The  classroom  with  the  most  min¬ 
utes  was  vying  for  a  pri^e  as  well. 


The  Biggest  Event  of  the  Year 

Mark  Saturday,  March  1 8,  on  your  cal¬ 
endar,  because  that’s  when  Alvarado’s 
Not-So-Silent  Auction  will  take  place, 
from  7  to  1 1  p.m.  at  the  Fort  Mason  Con¬ 
ference  Center  in  Landmark  Building  A. 

We’ll  have  both  live  and  silent  auc¬ 
tions,  and  live  music  with  Ralph  Carney’s 
Gaucho  Jazz  Band.  Some  of  the  great 
auction  items  already  donated  include 
meals  at  local  restaurants;  hotel  stays; 
kids’  camps  and  activities;  private  wine- 
tastings  and  tours;  gym  memberships; 
and  family  portraits. 

Tickets  are  $15  in  advance  (purchase 
them  in  the  front  hallway  March  13  to  1 7) 
or  $20  at  the  door.  Donations  are  still  be¬ 
ing  accepted — contact  Mara  by  e-mail  at 
alvarado2 006auction@yahoo .  com . 

Watch  for  Trucks  and  Cars 

^  Construction  is  under  way  at  Al¬ 
varado  funded  by  the  Proposition  A  bond 
measure.  Expect  large  trucks  around  the 
school  in  the  coming  months. 

We  have  a  morning  drop-off  zone  to 
help  alleviate  the  double  parking  on  Dou¬ 
glass  Street  and  around  the  school.  Par¬ 
ents,  please  continue  to  pull  around  the 
corner  of  the  school  onto  22nd  Street  to 
drop  your  children  off  in  the  morning. 
The  benefit  to  everyone  is  increased 
safety! 

^  The  annual  rummage  sale  will  still 
happen  in  mid- April  despite  construction; 
details  to  follow  next  month. 

— Lisa  Barry 

JAMES  LICK 

;Hola!  from  CoSta  Rica 

From  Feb.  1 6  to  25,  a  contingent  of  50 
James  Lick  students  and  their  adult  chap¬ 
erones  were  busy  exploring  the  rain 
forests,  volcanoes,  rivers,  waterfalls,  and 


Live  Oak  School 


Summer  Oaks  2006 


Dates 

Kindergarten  through  Fifth  Crade 
June  19 -August  11  (8  weeks) 
Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 
June  19— July  28  (6  weeks) 

Morning  Session 

9:00  am  - 1 2 :00  noon 

Lunch  Break 

1 2 :00  noon  - 1 2 :30  pm 
Afternoon  Session 
12:30 pm-3:30 pm  (3:00  pm 
for  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade) 
Extended  Care 
8:00  am -9:00  am 
3 :00  pm -6 :00  pm 
Weekly  Cost 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
$150  half  day;  $225  full  day 
Second  through  Eighth  Grades 
$150- $300  per  course 
A  $50  non-refundable  deposit 
reserves  space  each  week. 

Live  Oak  School 

1 555  Mariposa  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  861-8840 
www.liveoaksf.org 


Courses  led  by  skilled  instructors  in  arts, 
academics,  sports,  and  project-based 
learning  immerse  students  in  a  world  of 
summer  learning  and  summer  fun.  Choose 
your  coursesl  Choose  one  to  eight  weeks! 
Choose  half  day  or  full  day! 

Kindergarten  and  First  Crade 

Students  entering  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
explore  weekly  themes  that  support 
imagination  and  invention  in  a  fun  and 
educational  environment.  Themes:  Frogs  and 
Toads,  Super  Kids,  Undersea  Adventure,  and 
Magical  Creatures. 

Second  through  Eighth  Grades 

Students  in  Second  Grade  through  Eighth  Grade 
can  mix  and  match  morning  and  afternoon 
courses  by  the  week  to  create  a  dynamic,  and 
individualized  summer  program. 

Second  through  Fifth  Grades 

Math  Mystery,  Science,  Spanish,  Music,  Drama, 
Dance,  Poetry,  Sports,  Cooking  with  Chemistry, 
Art  and  Crafts,  and  more. 

Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 

Drama,  Dance  Theater,  Spanish,  Learn  to  be  a 
Chef,  Sports,  Art,  Babysitting/CIT,  Math  Review, 
Reading  Workshop,  SSAT  Prep,  and  more. 

Schedule  and  Registration 

Visit  www.liveoaksf.org/summeroaks  after 


James  Lick  students  show  off  their  linocuts,  block  prints  made  by  etching  designs  in  linoleum. 
The  art  will  be  on  display  at  Tully’s  on  24th  Street  this  month.  Photo  by  Alexandra  Redfield  Cohen 


natural  hot  springs  in  Costa  Rica,  truly  a 
paradise  for  anyone  who  loves  the  natu¬ 
ral  world.  In  the  protected  area  of  Tor- 
tuguero,  they  found  themselves  among 
monkeys,  toucans,  parrots,  morpho  but¬ 
terflies,  manatees,  and  sea  turtles.  Near 
the  awe-inspiring  Arenal  Volcano,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  magnificent  rain  forests,  they 
felt  the  ground  shake  from  the  daily  seis¬ 
mic  shifting  of  the  earth  and  occasional 
eruptions  of  steam,  rocks,  and  hot  lava. 
Our  thanks  go  out  to  all  who  made  these 
experiences  possible  by  supporting  our 
International  Travel  Program. 

Linocuts  on  Display  at  Tully’s 

Congratulations  to  15  talented  James 
Lick  artists  whose  striking  black-and- 
white  linocut  prints  are  being  exhibited 
through  March  at  Tully’s  Coffee  shop  on 
24th  Street  (next  to  Bell  Market).  The 
sixth-,  seventh-,  and  eighth-graders  made 
their  prints  through  a  process  called 
linocut,  also  known  as  linoleum  cut.  Stu¬ 
dents  carve  a  design  into  a  block  of 
linoleum,  and  then  roll  ink  over  a  print¬ 
ing  plate  to  create  an  image. 

Special  thanks  to  the  Ruth  Asawa 
Fund,  the  James  Lick  PTSA,  and  the 
James  Lick  Merchant,  Student,  and 
Community  Alliance,  for  making  this 
project  possible.  A  reception  for  the 
young  artists  will  be  held  at  Tully’s  on 
March  3  from  4  to  5  p.m.  Contact  Sandra 
Halladey  at  Parents  for  Public  Schools  of 
San  Francisco  at  468-7077  or  www.ppssf 


.org  for  additional  information. 

The  sixth-grade  students  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  show  were  Elizabeth  Arel¬ 
lano,  Andreas  August,  Emma  Brenner- 
Bryant,  Kristyne  Cardenas,  Emma 
Lanier,  Jennifer  Robles,  and  Julian  Stick- 
ley.  The  seventh-graders  were  Madeleine 
Buck,  Roberto  Garcia,  Isidro  Johnson, 
Audrey  Larkin,  Marvin  Sampedro,  and 
Steven  Tijerino.  Noel  Anderson  and 
Jdnathan  Bosquez  were  the  eighth-grade 
artists  in  the  group. 

Reading  is  FUNIdamental 

On  Feb.  9,  James  Lick  held  the  first  of 
three  monthly  book  giveaways  sponsored 
by  Reading  Is  Fundamental  (RIF),  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  promotes  reading  for  fun  and 
recreation.  Each  language  arts  class  is 
scheduled  to  come  to  the  library  for  10 
minutes  each  month,  and  students  may 
choose  new  paperbacks  from  tables  filled 
with  books.  With  support  from  the  RIF 
Foundation,  SFUSD,  and  the  JamefLick 
parent  organization,  over  1 ,600  new  pa¬ 
perbacks  have  been  provided. 

Focusing  on  the  Family 

Principal  Carmelo  Sgarlato’s  monthly 
breakfast  chat  with  parents  on  Feb.  17 
emphasized  family  communication  and 
connection.  Marriage  and  family  thera¬ 
pist  Harriet  Schatz  was  on  hand  to  discuss 
family  relationships  and  strategies  to  help 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  46 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


r  “FIVE  STARS  to  Director 

Spring  Session  April  6th  -  June  17th  teachers!"  -  GoCItyKids.a 

10  Weeks  of  Musical  Fun! 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location  --  Try  a  free  demo 

415-596-0299 

Visit  the  web  site  or  call  to  get  started!  WWWjnusictOgethersf.com 
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families  work  together,  become  more  re¬ 
silient  (and  more  positive),  and  balance 
the  demands  of  the  workplace  with  the 
challenges  of  raising  young  adolescents. 
Following  her  presentation,  a  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Bay  Fund  advised  parents 
on  ways  to  get  tutoring,  mentoring,  and 
funds  for  their  children’s  education 
through  the  group.  For  more  information 
on  this  and  future  presentations,  contact 
Maria  Camposeco,  James  Lick’s  parent 
liaison,  at  695-5675. 

Vintage  Pirates  Help  Out  Auction 

Our  2006  auction  was  an  enormous 
success,  thanks  to  all  the  parents  and  staff 
who  solicited  donations,  sold  tickets,  and 
volunteered  to  set  up  (and  clean  up),  serve 
food,  deejay  the  event,  and  do  stuff  on 
their  computers.  A  thank-you  also  to  the 
many  Noe  Valley  merchants  who  donated 
items,  especially  the  new  donors. 

Highlights  of  the  auction  included  red- 
and-white  vintage  James  Lick  athletic 
bags  from  the  bygone  era  when  the 
school’s  athletes  were  called  the  Pirates, 
Asawa/Lanier  family  art  donations. 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom’s  donation  of  a 
private  tour  at  City  Hall,  and  Supervisor 
Be  van  Dufty’s  tickets  to  a  2006  49er 
football  game.  But  the  Henderson  kids 
and  their  friends  stole  the  show  with  their 
amazing  acrobatic  skills!  It  truly  takes  an 
entire  community  to  make  this  a  success¬ 
ful  event. 

Keeping  in  Touch 

If  you’d  like  to  get  in  on  the  action,  call 
the  school  at  695-5675,  leave  a  message 


at  436-0349,  or  drop  by  1220  Noe  Street, 
near  Clipper  Street.  Thank  you  for  shar¬ 
ing  your  ideas,  talents,  enthusiasm,  and 
support  for  our  public  schools. 

— Sue  Cat  toe  he 

FAIRMOUNT 

Parents  Turn  Out  for  School  Summit 

More  than  100  parents  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  turned  out  on  Friday,  Feb.  10,  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  progress  report  on  Fairmount  stu¬ 
dents'  learning  gains  over  the  past  year. 
Upon  viewing  data  compiled  by  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  Standardized  Testing  Program, 
parents  were  delighted  to  find  that  all  eth¬ 
nic  and  language  groups  had  made  gains 
over  the  previous  year.  School  Site  Coun¬ 
cil  Chair  Ken  Jones  reported  that  lan¬ 
guage  arts  scores  had  risen  4.7  percent, 
while  mathematics  scores  had  improved 
5.9  percent  schoolwide.  Dongshil  Kim, 
Fairmount's  instructional  reform  facilita¬ 
tor,  provided  an  analysis  that  showed 
Fairmount’s  6  percent  gain  for  all  English 
language  learners  was  the  second  largest 
among  the  school  district's  six  Spanish- 
immersion  elementary  schools. 

A  unique  feature  of  the  meeting  was 
that  it  was  held  in  Spanish  with  English- 
only-speaking  parents  receiving  simulta¬ 
neous  translation  from  a  bilingual  parent 
on  headsets  provided  by  the  SFUSD.  The 
English-speaking  parents  gained  an  ap¬ 
preciation  for  how  the  Spanish-speaking 
parents  usually  obtain  information  at  the 
school’s  translated  meetings. 

Principal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort  attrib¬ 
uted  the  strong  academic  gains  to  a  new 
coordinated  approach  to  the  curriculum. 
The  new  approach  had  teachers  from  all 
grade  levels  forming  teams  and  sharing 
teaching  methods.  They  also  adhered  to 
the  same  language  and  math  standards.  In 
addition,  the  school  this  year  grouped  stu¬ 
dents  by  level,  for  more  intensive  lan¬ 


guage  learning,  as  well  as  supported  two 
on-site  literacy  teachers  to  work  with  small 
groups  of  students  needing  extra  assistance. 

After  the  data  presentation  and  an  in¬ 
spirational  talk  on  parent  involvement  (by 
Noe  Valley,  resident  Ramon  Martines, 
who  works  in  the  district’s  parent  rela¬ 
tions  office),  the  participants  broke  into 
smaller  groups  to  discuss  the  ways  parents 
and  teachers  could  improvte  their  ability 
to-support  student  learning  at  Fairmount. 

The  night  ended  with  an  ice  cream  so¬ 
cial.  Earlier,  the  students  had  enjoyed  pizza 
and  a  movie  while  their  parents  talked. 

A  second  community  summit  will  be 
held  in  March  to  discuss  which  of  the 
ideas  developed  at  the  February  meeting 
to  implement  and  what  budget  priorities 
to  suggest  to  the  School  Site  Council  for 
2006-07. 

Ballroom  Dancing  Coming  to 
Fairmount 

Fairmount,  in  conjunction  with  Brava 
Theater,  is  hosting  a  fundraiser  on  Sun¬ 
day,  April  2,  at  3  p.m.  at  Brava  Theater 
Center  on  2781  24th  Street  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion.  New  Line  Theater  has  agreed  to  let 
the  school  premiere  Antonio  Banderas’ 
new  movie  Take  the  Lead  (see  trailer  at 
wh’w.  theleadmovie.com . ) 

The  money  raised  will  be  used  for  a  pi¬ 
lot  program  in  ballroom  dancing  forthird- 
to  fifth-graders.  Dance  teachers  will 
come  on-site  and  teach  the  classes.  The 
course  will  initially  be  piloted  as  an  after¬ 
school  program,  but  the  school  hopes  to 
also  incorporate  it  into  next  year’s  cur¬ 
riculum. 

Black  History  Month  Showcased 

Student  musical  performances,  includ¬ 
ing  a  performance  by  the  Fairmount  Fal¬ 
cons  Chorus,  highlighted  this  year’s 
Black  History  Month  celebrations  held 
Saturday,  Feb.  25,  in  the  Fairmount  mul¬ 
tipurpose  room.  Student  artwork  inspired 


Great  new  owners 
Great  new  attitude 
Great  new  merchandise 


videos 

books 

toys 

clothes 

Stop  by  to  see  the 
exciting  changes  that 
are  happening. 

Please  call  to 
confirm  buying  hours. 

1 306  Castro  St. 
San  Francisco 
415-641-6192 


by  African-American  history  was  dis¬ 
played,  and  the  chorus  sang  with  spirit 
and-  enthusiasm  under  the  direction  of 
Vernon  Bush,  youth  chorus  director  at 
Glide  Memorial  Church.  Class  projects  at 
school  focused  throughout  the  month  on 
the  achievement  of  African  Americans. 

Students  Hits  the  Slopes 

Fairmount  families  are  joining  together 
for  a  ski  and  snowplay  trip  the  weekend 
of  March  17-19  at  the  Sierra  Club's 
Claire  Tappan  Lodge  near  Lake  Tahoe. 
Fairmount  parent  Laurie  Wigham,  who  is 
organizing  the  trip,  also  is  coordinating  a 
lending  “library"  of  ski  clothes  and  equip¬ 
ment,  for  parents  who  need  to  outfit  their 
kids  with  appropriate  gear  for  skiing  and 
snowplay.  If  you  have  kids’  snow  cloth¬ 
ing  or  equipment,  please  call  the  school 
to  donate  it  to  the  library.  And  heads  up 
for  snowballs! 

Calendar  Notes 

SFUSD  schools  will  be  closed  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  30,  for  a  staff  professional  de¬ 
velopment  day  and  will  also'be  closed  the 
following  day,  Friday,  March  3 1 ,  in  honor 
.of  the  birthday  of  Cesar  Chavez. 

— Tom  Ruiz 

SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 

Clementina  Duron,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675  or  415-436-0349 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 


If  you're  over  60, 

Have  Lunch 
With  Us! 

Meet  all  of  the 
friendly  folks  enjoying 
a  nutritious  meal  at  the 

Noe  Valley 
Senior  Lunch 
Program 

Monday  through  Friday 
12:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  Streets 

415-648-1030 

$1.25  or  by  donation 

Come  join  us  today! 

Sponsored  by 
Project  Open  Hand 

Funded  by 

The  Office  of  Aging,  U.S.D.A. 


At  Children’s  Day  School, we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 


6th  grade  began  fall  2003 
7th  grade  began  fall  2004 
8th  grade  began  fall  2005 


of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


DAY 

SCHOOL 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


Children’s  Fiction 

Cynthia  Rylant’.s  Henry  and  Madge  and 
the  Great  Grandpas ,  illustrated  by  Sugie 
‘Stevenson,  depicts  a  day  of  fun  and  compan¬ 
ionship  for  a  boy  and  his  huge  dog.  Winner 
of  the  Theodor  Seuss  Geisel  Beginning 
Reader  Award.  Ages  5  to  7. 

The  loyal  friendship  between  a  girl  and 
her  horse  is  full  of  good-natured  humor  in 
Cowgirl  Kate  and  Cocoa,  a  Geisel  Honor 
Book  by  Erica  Silverman,  with  paintings  by 
Betsy  Lewin.  Ages  5  to  7. 

^  A  girl  describes  the  special  bond  that 
develops  over  the  years  between  her  family 
and  their  cal  in  Desser  the  Best  Cat  Ever  by 
Maggie  Smith.  Ages  5  to  8. 

g-  In  Princess  Academy  by  Shannon  Hale, 
14-year-old  Miri  and  girls  from  her  quarry 
town  on  Mt.  Eskel  are  sent  to  be  trained  in 
the  cultured  life  of  a  lowlander  and  compete 
for  the  heart  of  the  Prince.  While  facing 
obstacles  ranging  from  a  cruel  tutor  to  fierce 
snowstorms  and  attacks  by  bandits,  Miri 
learns  the  secret  of  communicating  through 
silent  Quarry  Speech,  and  discovers  her  own 
intelligence,  strength,  and  beauty.  A  2006 
Newbery  Honor  Book.  Ages  10  to  14. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

❖  Learn  about  Cesar  Chavez’s  inspirational 
life  in  Cesar:  ;S(,  Se  Puede!  Yes,  We  Can! 
with  poems  by  Carmen  Bernier-Grand  and 
shimmering  art  by  David  Diaz.  A  2006  Pura 
Belpre  Honor  Book  for  narrative  and  illus¬ 
trations.  Ages  8  to  II . 

<{>  Celebrate  Women’s  History  Month  by 
reading  the  brief  profiles  in  Amelia  to  Zora: 
Twenty -Six  Women  Who  Changed  the 
World,  by  Cynthia  Chin-Lee,  illustrated  by 
Megan  Halsey  and  Sean  Addy.  Ages  9  to  12. 

Children's  Librarian  Pam  Ow 
Branch  Manager  Karen  Sundheim 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 


Jyf 


Adult  Fiction 

V'  In  Too  Soon  From  the  Cave,  Too  Far 
From  the  Stars,  a  collection  of  essays  dating 
from  1962  to  2004,  Ray  Bradbury  discusses 
his  achievements  in  science  fiction  and  his 
experiences  living  in  Los  Angeles  and  Paris. 

An  introspective  young  woman  gradually 
learns  to  make  decisions  and  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  her  life,  in  Leaving  Home  by  Anita 
Brookner. 

^  Carl  Shuker’s  debut  novel,  The  Method 
Actors,  is  a  historical  investigation,  love 
story,  and  international  thriller  set  in  tum-of- 
the-century  Tokyo. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  First-wife  Cynthia  Lennon  describes  her 
10-year  relationship  with  John  Lennon  of 
the  Beatles,  in  John. 

g-  In  The  Road  to  Reality:  A  Complete  Guide 
to  the  Laws  of  the  Universe,  Roger  Penrose 
explains  for  the  lay  reader  the  mathematical 
theories  behind  physical  matter,  beginning 
with  the  roots  of  science. 

<e-  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  journalist  Michael 
Hiltzik  examines  The  Plot  Against  Social 
Security:  How  the  Bush  Plan  Is  Endanger¬ 
ing  Our  Financial  Future. 

•  — Karol  Barske 
Noe  Valley  Voice  staff 


Time  for  Stories  and  Lapsits 

^  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
new  site  for  the  Noe  Valley  Library’s  regular 
programs  for  kids.  Preschool  story  time  for 
ages  3  to  5  will  be  offered  at  1 1  a.m.  on 
Tuesday,  March  14,  21,  and  28.  Lapsits  for 
newborns  to  3-year-olds  will  be  held  at 
10:30  a.m.,  also  on  Tuesday,  March  14,  21, 
and  28.  All  the  fun  happens  at  1268  Sanchez 
Street,  on  the  comer  of  Clipper  Street. 

Eureka  Branch  Extends  Hours 

Starting  Saturday,  March  1 1 ,  the  Eureka 
ValieyLibrary  will  be  open  on  Saturdays 
from  10  a.m.  (rather  than  1  p.m.)  to  6  p.m. 


,.r- 


European  chic.  For  today's  urban  lifestyles. 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


g.lfcow.  f*r 


MARIUCC,A|ACON|  BOOKS 

Where  you  will  discover  an  extensive  selection 
of  the  best  in  children’s  literature. 

Books  in  Spanish,  English,  bilingual  titles  and  more. 

Two  drawings  during  March  (15th  &  3 1st), 
for  $250.°°-worth  of  books  of  winner's  choice. 

Come  in  and  make  a  minimum  purchase  of  $10.00  to  qualify. 

The  winners  will  be  notified  via  email. 


Spanish  classes  for  little  ones, 
storytime,  gifts,  and  more  all  in  a 
6,500-square-foot  treasure  trove 
of  fabulous  books  and  space. 
Scoot  on  in  and 
discover  a 
top-notch  resource 
for  all. 


Now  that  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  on  Jersey  Street  has  closed  for  renova¬ 
tion  (until  late  2007),  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be  paying  visits  to  other  branches,  as 
well  as  running  after  the  local  bookmobile,  to  find  adult  book  selections  for  this  25- 
year-old  column  on  new,  and  favorite,  reads.  We’ll  also  be  welcoming  children’s  book  sugges¬ 
tions  from  librarians  Pam  Ow  and  Karen  Sundheim  of  the  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch 
Library.  To  find  out  if  a  book  is  available  for  loan,  call  the  Eureka  Branch  (355-5616)  or  visit 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library's  web  site,  www.sfpl.org.  The  bookmobile  is  scheduled  to  be 
parked  in  front  of  St.  Philip’s  School  at  Elizabeth  and  Diamond  streets,  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  10:30  a.m.  to'  1  p.m.  For  more  information  on  interim  services,  call  557-4353. 


The  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch  Library  is  located  at  3555  16th  Street  (near  Market). 
Hours  are  Mon  12-6,  Tues.  10-9.  Wed.  12-9.  Thurs.  10-6,  Fri.  1-6,  and  Sat.  10-6.  Phone:  415-355-5616. 


Your  Friendly  Local 
Book  Store 

(in  San  Francisco's  Best  Neighborhood) 


Mondays-Fridays:  9  -  5  /  Saturdays:  Noon  -  5 

970  TENNESSEE  51  @  20™ 

(around  the  block  from  MyGym.) 
in  the  Potrero  Hill  /  Dogpatch  district  of  San  Francisco 

(415)  821-1216 


San  Francisco 
4037  24th  St. 
415.641.4407 


SPRING 

into 

READING 


book§eUets 


SHOP 

Noe 

VALLEY 


Berkeley 

Davis 

Sacramento 


nkidesign.com 
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KATAMA 

DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

A  planning  and  land  use  company 
of  former  municipal  planners 
providing  planning  solutions  and 
entitlements  for  residential  and 
commercial  development. 

(415)  341-8890 


Jon  poqo 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 

•  window  repairs  •  light  fixtures 

•  lock  replacement  •  furnituce  assembly 

•  electrical  problems  •  hot  water  heaters 

•  leaky  faucets  &  toilets  •  PET  LOVER 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


ijU. 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


ROBERTS 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman  m 

415-726-0156 
alfix@pacbell.net 
www.fixredesign.com 
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ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 

GUTTERS,^ 

A  San  Francisco 

SIDING};^'  v 

v/'J  K 

service  since 

WINDOWS,  , 

CA  General 
Contractor  Lie. 

#  302079 

DOORS? 

7 i:A-r 

For  a  complete  .> 

inspection 

call:  The 

er.  -Li 

Robert  Gill  Co. 
Toll  free  -24/7 

877-904-2581 

CAS  Construction 
Company 

Uc.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERS0N  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Diinrenii  enur 


Q 


m'MBINi,  SINCE 
www.kriehlplumbiae.roin 


(415)671-1500 


ma  bows 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


FURNmJREMAJO^ 

& 

Antique  Repairs 


Leslie  Wilis  Fumituremaker 
2415  3'd  Street,  Ste.  242 
By  appointment 

(415)  846-3425 

lwillsfumiture@yahoo.com 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 

HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


E  A  Electric 


electric  contracting  Services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  ot 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  *  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


Alt  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  ond  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


If 

- - 

J 

f 

ryr. 

A 


I 


AMES  LOCKSMITH 
&  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 

(415)  282-7919  o 


I 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Titet 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
415-282-5081 


PaRadigm 


Barney  Walsh 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERH0USE  CONSTRUCTION, INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
*  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening.  „ 
Sensitive  approach  to 
orating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  #651703 

Call  Michele  School 
(415)  282-1612 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 
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Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Chez  Touchatt,  MFT,  LCSW 
Psychotherapy 


Specializing  in  Couples 
Relationship  Dynamics 


415.821.6039 

SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 
San  Francisco  •  Noe  Valley  Office 

MFT.  16090  LCSW  13829 


KDI 

katama  development,  inc. 

a  planning  and  land  use 
company  of  former  municipal 
planners  specializing  in  historic 
preservation 

(415)  341-6890 


Rick 
Collins 

Macintosh 
Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune -Ups /Upgrades 

(415) 821-1792 


J 


James  Adams 


Counseling  Supportive  •  Interactive 
Approach  •  Solution- Focused  •  Life  Transitions  • 
Relationships  •  School  /  Work  /  Career 

Evaluations  Learning  Disabilities  and 
Differences  •  Learning  Style  •  ADD/ADHD 

415.336.3388 

Services  for  Adults  •  Adolescents  •  Children 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
Licensed  Educational  Psychologist  2493 
Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  39050 
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ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

PHONE  415.596.7346 
FAX  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


**  DESIGNS  IV  WINDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


Vanessa  Watt,  MFT 

Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

Utilizing  an  interactive  and  supportive 
approach  to  healing 

(415)  821-7517 

Certified  EMDR  Therapist 
Noe  Valley  Office 
MFT  #30986 


_ 


STARLIGHT  #  STAR  BRIGHT 
DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


Arts  Grafika 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
ORIGINAL  FINE  ART  PRINTS 
By  Appointment  Only 

(415)  330-0717 

etchings,  woodcuts, 
lithographs,  etc.  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  present 

Phone  for  our  print  list  or  for  appt. 


PURPLE  IRIS 


f 


Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

Drop  In  Ear  Clinic  11-2  Tues. 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 

Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners -Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469-9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


Susan  Frankel 

Life  Coach 

A1'. 


“Create  the  life  you've  always  dreamed" 

415.282.5242 

susanfrankel@sbcglobal.net 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program  ^  ^ 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  /v  OF  ^ 

1199  Sanchez  Street  !“■  HOMLQf'THY- 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


db  visser 

framing 

handmade  custom  frames 
from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 

deindre  visser  •  4 1 5.647.0370 
www.dbvisser  nct/framing 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVER  - 

TEL:  415-786-4534  •  FAX:  650-355-8370 


taa 


grassroots 

w  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (415)  242-6198 


newresi 

j^lution 

Resolve  disputes  with  a  professional  mediator 

•  Divorce  settlements 

•  Family/visitation  disputes 

•  Property  disputes 

•  Inhentance/estates 

•  Co-parenting 

•  Small  business 

•  Free  consultation 

I  Paul  R  Marlyn,  M.A. 

415.378.7003 

contactQnawrasolutlon.org  | 

www.nowrasolutlon.org  1 

|  ot  Assoontton  for  Conlbct  RmtoMion  i  Sieving  tt»  Bay  Ane  tint*  2000  | 

iLMOST  INSTINT  INTGRIfftS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zmg@mmdspring.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 
415-255-4576 


'They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  Info 
15.285.9129 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http://www.speakeasy.org/  -dmanley 


_ 


New  Leaf  Services 

Organizing  for  adoption? 
Enlarging  your  family? 


Call  or  email  Linda  fora 

no-obligation  consultation. 

415.285.3266 

info@newleafservices.com 


_ 
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CLASS  ADS 


Victorian  Home— One  Year  Rental.  Two  bed¬ 
rooms.  one  bath.  Office.  Double  parlor,  hardwood 
floors.  Two  parking  spaces;  close  to  BART  and 
Muni.  Large  yard,  pets  possible.  $2,000.  Naples 
Street.  415-337-8657. 

Hairdresser/Chair  Rental.  Established  salon  on 
Church  Street  looking  for  professional,  reliable,  and 
skilled  hairdresser.  Walk-ins  available.  Jaboh  Hair 
Studio,  415-642-9229. 

AuPairCare:  Reliable,  affordable  live-in  childcare. 
AuPairCare  provided  families  with  a  dependable, 
personalized  childcare  solution  by  matching  each 
family  with  a  carefully  screened  and  experienced 
au  pair.  A  surprisingly  affordable  option.  Call  415- 
206-9094  or  visit  www.aupaircare.com. 


What  Can  Hypnosis  Do?  Relieve  stress,  calm  anx¬ 
iety,  ease  chronic  pain,  overcome  fears,  improve 
sleep,  control  habits,  help  to  reach  goals,  and  real¬ 
ize  success.  Beverly  Williams.  415-786-6078  or 
415-648-7524. 

Fine  Furniture  Making  and  antique  repair.  Mak¬ 
ing  and  fixing  solid  wood  furniture.  415-846-3425 
or  lwillsfurniture@yahoo.com. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting;  Offering  gentle,  al¬ 
ternative  care  for  your  beloved  pets,  and  peace  of 
mind  when  you  are  away.  Pet  medications  are  my 
specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 

Healdsburg  Classic  Country  Cabin.  Three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  baths,  located  on  the  Russian  River,  only 
two  miles  to  downtown.  TV.  VCR.  dishwasher, 
laundry,  wi-fi.  and  wood  stove.  Two  decks  with  out¬ 
door  furniture  and  barbecue.  Sleeps  six.  Dogs  okay. 
415-447-8841. 

Health  Addicts  Unlimited.  Welcome  to  our  sup¬ 
port  group.  Our  focus  is  taking  a  preventative  ap¬ 
proach  to  staying  physically  and  mentally  fit.  along 
with  social  interaction  and  friendship.  415-51 6-0570. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman's  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing.  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments.  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can't  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/slraighl  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.PersonalChange.org. 

Urban  Garden  Design.  Create  an  oasis  of  beauty 
and  enjoyment  using  California  native  plants  and 
ecologically-sound  landscape  design.  Peigi  Duvall, 
650-704-3926;  visit  wvrw.indigdesign.com. 

Need  a  W  riter  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR.  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40£  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$375.  Seven  nights,  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http:Hhome.earthlink.net/~springmount/. 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  care¬ 
giver,  companion,  driver,  errands,  moving,  packing. 
Detailed  professional  exceeds  your  expectations. 
Ten  years  of  experience.  Mike,  415-495-2312. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  or  $12  for 
workshops.  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  4 1 5-695-7924. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 

Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com;  415- 
643-3333. 

Picture  Framer:  Affordable  framing  and  mat-cut¬ 
ting.  Bernal  Heights.  50  to  70  percent  less  than  any¬ 
one  in  the  city.  Phone  for  price.  Douglas  Elliott.  Mu¬ 
seum  Standard  Framing,  415-550-9248. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people)  retired  Noe  Valley  resident.  Lucy, 
415-282-3676. 

Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina  Garza, 415-269-7507. Over  lOyearsof 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor's  and  master's  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Enjoy  Art?  G  Gallery  Is  Open!  Located  at  148 
Precita  Ave.,  941 10.  415-824-2489.  Gallery  hours 
4  to  6  p.m..  Wednesday  through  Friday;  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  noon  to  5  p.m.  or  by  appointment.  To 
purchase  online:  www.ggallery.biz.  Original  art  and 
prints.  Credit  cards  accepted. 

Vacation  Rental;  A  romantic  getaway  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  River  Valley.  Close  to  premier  w  ineries  and  fine 
dining.  See  us  at  www.springhillcabin.com.  707- 
887-1255;  e-mail  deanomyers@comcast.net. 

Bill's  Errands:  Retired  businessman  can  drive  you 
to  doctor  appointments,  grocery  shopping,  errands. 

1 0  years  experience.  Reliable,  friendly,  outstanding 
references.  $20  per  hour;  two-hour  minimum.  Bill, 
415-826-3613. 


Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
4 15-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5IOS@aol.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Kitchens-Kitchens-Kitchens.  Make  your  kitchen 
a  work  of  art.  Let  an  experienced  installer  give  you 
an  award-winning  experience.  Since  1980.  Lie. 
#403734.  Noel  Commins,  415-239-1353. 


Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Thoughtful,  Practical,  and  Insightful  short-  and 
long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  suc¬ 
cessful  and  satisfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  life 
changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality,  loss.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  couples.  On  24th  Street.  Katrina  Child, 
M.A.,  M.F.T.  www.katrinachild.com:  415-255-3279. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Perfect 
for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77 ;  www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Professional  Housecleaner  Professional:  Looking 
for  an  excellent  cleaner?  It’s  easy — call  me  now! 
Consistent,  systematic;  20  years  impeccable  refer¬ 
ences.  I  don't  cut  comers,  I  clean  them.  One-time, 
regular  weekly,  or  bi-weekly  cleaning.  Offices,  too. 
I  do  it  all.  Call  now  for  a  free  estimate:  510-547- 
2469.  Deana. 


Ignite  Your  Life!  Drop-in  experiential  personal 
growth  workshop.  Learn  practical  ways  to  fully  live 
your  life.  March  25,  April  29,  May  27.  12:00  p.m. 
$30  per  Saturday.  Kathleen  Dunbar,  M.F.T.  415- 
668-5130;  Denise  Martini,  C.H.T.  415-641-9633. 

Gardening  and  Lawn  Services.  Seven  days  a 
week.  Ten  years  of  experience  in  landscaping,  yard 
cleanup,  lawn  and  garden  maintenance.  Performed 
by  myself,  to  really  save  you  money.  Free  estimate. 
Call  Claudio,  4 15-678-9505.  E-mail  claudiojoesouza 
@hotmail.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast — Noe  Valley.  Parents  or  friends 
coming  and  no  room?  Reserve  a  lovely  two-room 
apartment  with  private  entrance  and  bathroom,  fire¬ 
place,  kitchen,  antiques,  cable  TV,  and  wireless  In¬ 
ternet.  Near  24th  Street  and  J-Church.  oliverhouse 
@rcn.com  or  415-695-0700. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  www.mystudybuddy.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  4 1 5- 
586-4577. 

Garden  Consultations:  Want  to  do  it  yourself  but 
don’t  know  how?  With  25-plus  years  experience,  I 
can  answer  questions  and  point  you  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection.  Design  from  scratch,  renovate,  reduce 
maintenance,  learn  organic  techniques,  etc.  I'll  help 
you  make  wise,  economical  choices  which  yield 
beautiful  results.  Call  415-252-0566. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  HTML  coding. 
Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs, 
and  can  work  with  non-technical  individuals.  Ref¬ 
erences.  John,  415-586-2333. 

Experienced  Painter.  Fine  interiors  and  exteriors 
since  1981.  Color  and  design  consultation.  Tidy, 
small  crew;  fabulous  references.  Call  Chris  today  at 
415-724-3173. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Publisher,  Internet  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and 
a  half  hours  for  $45.  cfebcom@sbcglobal  net : 
415-820-1670. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 


Housecleaning.  Reasonable  prices,  professional 
touch.  References  and  experience.  Free  estimate. 
Aurea  Maria,  650-992-9 1 02. 

Professional  Gardener,  native  plant  consultant, 
specializing  in  highly  detailed  ornamental  pruning. 
Strong  sense  of  design.  Experienced  in  irrigation, 
stonework/masonry;  have  references.  Visit  www. 
ceanothusgardens.com.  Call  James  Wilson,  415- 
933-8640. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  or  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Paris  Lovers!  Try  our  lovely  one-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  Ninth  Arrondissement.  Sleeps  four.  Steps 
to  Montmartre  or  opera.  Call  415-282-8912; 
www.clmoscrip4ll4@cs.com. 

Loans4Less.com.  877-981-5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  24  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  This  is  the  year  to  leant  the 
Chopin  and  Joplin  you’ve  always  loved.  Lessons 
given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano,  where  you 
really  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415-826- 
4485;  drollmarv@aol.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming  stu¬ 
dio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choices. 
Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JimDiDL@aol.com\ 
www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentals/ 10961  html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
"A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LGBT.  Carol 
Gould,  L.M.F.T.  #32364.  415-826-5435. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmahan@earthlink.com  or 
648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  M.I.T.  and 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumnus. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  64 1  -5224. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We'll  do  it  just  for 
a  reasonable  price.  Call  us!  Sara  and  Marco,  415- 
310-8838. 

Architect.  New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Free  on-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reasonable 
fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  28  years.  In  Noe 
Valley  for  24  years.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  Hager  De¬ 
sign  Group,  415-285-7409. 

House  to  Rent,  104  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415- 
647-8216.  http:llvrbo.com/21125. 

Need  Help  getting  your  house  in  order?  Cleaning 
and  organizer  service.  Since  1999.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 

Adriana’s  Cleaning  (www.adrianacleaning.com.). 
Apartments,  homes,  offices,  and  much  more!  We  are 
professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  reliable, 
and  efficient.  Excellent  references.  Adriana,  415- 
240-9520. 

Tutoring  in  Your  Home.  Experienced,  enthusias¬ 
tic  instructors  educated  at  top-tier  schools.  All  K 
through  12  . subjects  and  test  prep.  1-866-773-7764; 
nvv@PrepPoint.com. 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


All  shows  8:15  p.m.  at  (he  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd 


All  ages  welcome1  •  Call  415-454-5238  (or  information  •  A  Protect  ol  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


Seniors  over  65  and  children  under  12  get  $2  oft  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 


Sat. 
Mar.  4 


Sat. 
Mar.  11 


Fri./Sat. 

Mar.  24/25 


Fri. 

Apr.  28 


Our  25th  Anniversary 

Jeffrey  Halford  &  The  Healers 


An  Evening  ot  Balinese  Shadow  Theater  performed  by 

Larry  Reed  with  live  Balinese  Gamelan  accompaniment 
Bill  Frisell’s  Ensemble  performs  Probability  Cloud 

Created  with  visual  artist  JIM  WOODRING  7:30  pm  &  9:30  pm  each  night 
SPIRIT  VOICES:  A  cathedral  concert  featuring 

Kitka 


ADVANCE  TICKETS  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 


uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


<  ii  -  J* 

1 


m 


designing  spaces 
for  outdoor  living 


Jude  Hellewell,  CA  Lie. #4186  ■  Laura  White 

Tel  415.643.1840  ■  www.outerspacela.com 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 
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Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  641-8410. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly  scheduled 
general  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  15 
years  experience.  References  available.  Call  David 
at  415-846-758 1 ;  http:llwww.shapeoftheearlh.com. 


CLASS  ADS 


Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877, 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Adriano's  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  buildings,  storage  ar¬ 
eas,  and  much  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your 
garage  or  storage?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free 
estimates.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane. 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris.  415-587-3416. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation. 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  6  p.m..  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment.  10:15 
a.nt.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  1  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert.  566-3389. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco!  .com)!  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  fix-up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside  painting, 
plumbing  problems,  grout  restorations,  carpentry, 
sinks,  fixtures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more. 
Call  Your  Handyman  at  415-845-0346,  or  e-mail 
HHahilas@earthlink.com. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle,  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation,  415-550-0658;  www.shipshape.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I’ve  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable, 
honest  work.  Richard,  day:  422-5025;  evening: 
681-8842. 

Affordable,  Experienced  Therapist.  I  have  18 
years  broad  experience.  Interactive,  intelligent, 
playful,  direct  style.  Adults,  couples,  children,  fam¬ 
ilies,  LGBTQ.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
415-255-6394. 


Shiatsu  Massage:  Try  something  new!  Healing  and 
relaxing  bodywork  here  in  Noe  Valley.  One-hour 
massage:  $60;  90  minutes:  $85.  Call  Tifphanie  at 
4 1 5-205-5336.  Mention  this  ad  and  receive  $  1 0  off 
your  first  session. 

Got  Tests?  The  Testing  Coach  can  help!  Featured 
in  the  S.F.  Chronicle.  Tutoring,  (small  group)  work¬ 
shops.  Learning  styles,  anxiety  reduction,  nutri¬ 
tional  preparation,  and  strategies  for  SAT-1.  ACT, 
GMAT.  GRE,  PSAT,  CBEST,  etc.  Also  speed  read¬ 
ing  and  learning  skills.  Outstanding  results.  Call 
Norman  Prince  at  415-821-6595. 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  do  garages,  basements, 
back  yards,  and  storage,  residential  and  commercial. 
You  need  help?  Call  us!  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 
Free  estimate.  Seven  days! 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  service.  We  use 
non-toxic  products.  Free  estimate.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Jon  Pogo,  Handyman:  Reliable,  punctual,  experi¬ 
enced.  pet  lover.  Electrical  problems,  faucets,  light 
fixtures,  toilets,  rough  and  finish  carpentry.  “As¬ 
sembly  required?"  I'll  do  it.  Call  me!  650-303-8171. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 

I'd  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping.  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  All 
hours,  day  and  night.  $18  per  hour.  Marlene,  415- 
SI  5-9248;  4 1 5-64 1 -5203. 


Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1 175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone.  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
your  exact  needs.  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meals  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.flourgirkhef.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  41 5-2 15-261 7. 

Office  Services:  Data  entry,  bookkeeping.w/p.fil- 
ing,  projects,  etc.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Helene: 
415-346-5984;  cell:  415-515-2237. 


MOIUE  STONE' 


MARKETS 


Tower  Market 

635  Portola  Drive 
(415)  664-1600 


Grand  Central  Market 

2435  California  Street 
(415)  567-4902 


Your  Local  Grocer  for  Fresh  Meat,  Seafood,  Poultry,  Produce,  Deli  &  Catering 


Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private  practice 
in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive.  Specializa¬ 
tions  include  parenting,  child  custody,  bipolar  dis¬ 
order,  alternative  families,  sexual  abuse  issues,  and 
recovery  from  eating  disorders  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency.  Audrey  Adelson,  L.C.S.W.  #lcsl5293. 
415-260-0337. 

One-on-One  Dogwalks!  Individual  walks  that  give 
your  pet  the  attention  they  deserve.  Vacation  care 
for  dogs  and  cats  also.  References  available.  Call 
Lara,  415-621-5214. 

Dr.  Robert  David  Schenck,  Ph.D.  California  li¬ 
censed  clinical  psychologist  (PSY 19981).  New 
York-licensed  clinical  psychologist  (3587).  You 
can  leam  to  be  the  master  of  your  mind.  Psycho¬ 
analyst/psychotherapist.  35-plus  years  experience 
helping  clients  overcome  bad  habits  of  mind.  Why 
not  invest  in  yourself  to  achieve  greater  satisfaction 
and  joy  in  living?  Medicare.  Medi-Cal,  sliding 
scale.  300  Brannan  Street,  Suite  204. 4 1 5-904-8087. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  and  audio,  video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene’s  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy... and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and 
Saturday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done 
on-site.  “Gene's  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a  try,"  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415- 
377-1258. 


Notary  at  Your  Door:  Home  or  office — weekdays, 
nights,  and  weekends.  415-431-2207. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Leam  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Let’s  Unpack  Your  Baggage  Together.  Warm, 
open,  intuitive  psychotherapist  with  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  welcomes  you  to  her  practice.  Focus  on 
mind/body  connection  and  creating  a  safe  place  for 
healing.  It  would  be  an  honor  to  work  with  you. 
Valarie  Eilert,  M.F.T.,  2030  Fillmore  Street,  San 
Francisco.  415-364-3004. 

Q  Painting.  Inc.,  offers  full-spectrum  painting  ser¬ 
vices  ranging  from  low-cost  maintenance  of  rental 
properties  to  high-quality  detail-oriented  jobs. 
Bonded  and  insured,  license  #866791.  Call  Kristof 
at  415-412-1642  or  visit  us  at  www.qpaint.com. 

Somatic  (Body-Oriented)  Counseling.  Have  you 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  yourself  but  still  find  it  hard 
to  do  things  differently?  This  experiential  work, 
based  in  mindfulness,  has  the  potential  to  actualize 
the  changes  you  want!  Call  Denise,  certified  Hako- 
mi  therapist,  415-641-9633. 

Beautiful,  Quiet  Garden  Flat,  fully  furnished, 
every  amenity.  For  short-term  rental,  two  weeks  to 
a  few  months.  Private  entry,  telephone.  Perfect  for 
one  or  two  people,  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com: 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  415-821-4872. 

A.M.J.  Swan  Construction.  Licensed  general  con¬ 
tractor,  25  years  of  experience.  Serving  the  entire 
Bay  Area;  specializing  in  all  aspects  of  home  re¬ 
modeling  (interior  and  exterior),  Victorian  restora¬ 
tion.  and  repairs.  No  job  too  small.  Free  estimates. 
We  look  forward  to  your  business!  A.M.J.  Swan 
Construction,  license  #865741.  Bonded  and  in¬ 
sured.  Phone/fax  510-601-1 167;  e-mail  amjswan@ 
gmail.com. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40(2  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  April 
2006  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  April  1 . 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
March  15,  2006.  The  Class  Ads 
are  printed  in  the  newspaper 
edition  and  then  displayed  for 
one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com . 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

features  news  stories,  photos, 
archives  of  past  issues,  and  the 
current  month's  Class  Ads. 


1 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

Glug  Baby 

Lisa’s  Garden 

Lotus 
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https/A\"W’w«castrocomputerservices.com 


ON-SITT/IN-SHOP 

NETWORKING 

VIRUS  REMOVAL 

MAINTENANCE/UPGRADES 

SECURITY/OPTIMIZATION 

DATA  BACKUP/ RECOVERY 

CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  prpyfliyyj*  Certified 
between  24th  and  Jersey  Street  Professional 


Store  Hours 
Mon-Frl  9:<Ktam-5:30ptn 
Sat-Sun  9:00ani5:00pm 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


ArtExplosion 


Artist  6 

5tArtina  At  $1?X/vKon 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425 17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


1  -877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11:00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


WWW 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  RO.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association 
(DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus.  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library.  45 1  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion 
Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother's  Day. 


MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  laiiranor@yalwo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Richard  May,  206-0231 
E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell.net 
Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 
month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St..  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel.  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goehel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

I  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com  or  go  to  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Tay lor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 


$48.70  +  Cert. &  ET  Fee 


alencia  Smog 

Test  Only  Center 

1633  Valencia  St.  #A  -  SF  -  CA  94110 
Ph.  415.648.8003  •  Fax  415.648.8004 


■  Enhanced  Smog  Inspection 
(Dyno  Smog) 

■  DMV  Renewal  Notice 
(Test  Only  Station) 


-  Gross  Polluters  Certified 

-  Out  of  State  Vehicles 

-  Regular  Smog 

-  Oil  Change  Service 


Mon.  -  Fri.  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Saturday  9  a.m.  -5  p.m. 
Sun.  -  By  Appointment  Only 


San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  6:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 

E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com  (this  is  an  e- 

mail  resource  network  for  parents) 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking 
Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 
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Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality! Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns! Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 


1782  Cmi.rj  n  Si.,  San  Franc  i.xa>  •  415.648.2644  •  www.cus.utu/uxiNSEUNt. 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Back  to  the  Future 
at  Bell 

By  Mazook 

AS  WE  MARCH  from  Fat  Tuesday  to 
April  Fool’s  Day,  the  NVB1  is  still 
unsure  who,  when,  and  whether  some¬ 
body  will  be  taking  over  Bell  Market  on 
24th  Street.  As  you  may  recall,  the  store 
was  among  the  nine  Bell/Cala  stores  in 
San  Francisco  that  the  Ralphs  grocery 
chain,  headquartered  in  Compton,  Calif., 
put  on  the  chopping  block  last  fall. 

Ralphs,  which  is  owned  by  the  super¬ 
market  giant  Kroger  Co.,  is  apparently 
quitting  the  grocery  business  in  Northern 
California,  and  has  been  closing  or  sell¬ 
ing  off  stores  throughout  the  area. 

Meanwhile,  our  neighborhood  leaders 
and  politicians,  along  with  the  mayor's 
office,  have  been  salivating  to  have  a  say 
in  the  future  of  our  local  Bell  (see  last 
month’s  front-page  story  in  the  Voice),  but 
their  efforts  thus  far  have  proved  fruitless, 
and  vegetableless,  too. 

Local  groups,  led  by  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley,  had  planned  for  five  local  grocers 
to  attend  a  community  meeting  on  Feb. 
16  and  make  presentations  about  their 
dreams  to  acquire  Bell’s  spot.  But  only 
one — Mikeytom  Market — showed  up,  so 
Mikeytom  got  the  groups’  endorsement  to 
“make  an  offer”  to  Ralphs. 

However,  when  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
President  Richard  May  informed  Richard 
Hillis  from  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Eco¬ 


nomic  Development  about  the  consensus 
of  the  meeting,  Hillis,  who  was  already 
lobbying  on  behalf  of  the  Noe  Valleons, 
replied  that  the  lettuce  was  wilting. 

“According  to  the  representatives  at 
Kroger/Ralphs,  they  are  not  ‘accepting’ 
new  offers,  and  they  are  negotiating  with 
a  potential  buyer,”  wrote  Hillis  to  May  via 
e-mail.  “That  does  not  mean  that  Mikey¬ 
tom  or  any  other  operator  cannot  submit 
an  unsolicited  offer.” 

Hillis  went  on:  “Unfortunately,  Kroger/ 
Ralphs  will  not  provide  us  with  a  bid 
package  or  any  other  documents  that 
might  help  guide  an  offer,  so  I  may  not  be 
much  help  in  crafting  a  proposal.” 

Clearly,  that  warm  and  cozy  meeting  of 
around  50  friends  and  neighbors  on  Feb. 
1 6  was  not  reflective  of  the  cold,  hard  re¬ 
ality:  Decisions  regarding  Bell’s  future 
are  being  made  elsewhere,  and  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  is  way  far  down  on  the  food  chain. 

In  February,  the  Cala  at  Geary  and 
Fourth  Avenue  was  shut  down  and 
Ralphs’  grocery  workers  in  the  Sacra¬ 
mento  area  were  given  notice  that  their 
stores  would  close  by  April. 

This  caused  major  uneasiness  among 
the  staff  at  our  Bell,  as  workers  from  oth¬ 
er  closed  Ralphs  stores  began  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  24th  Street.  But  when  local  lead¬ 
ers  made  contact  with  the  owners  of  the 
Bell  building,  the  owners  reportedly  said 
no  prospective  buyers  had  contacted  them 
about  taking  over  Ralphs’  lease,  which  is 
set  to  expire  in  three  years. 

Then,  in  mid-month,  several  new  faces 
appeared  in  a  group  of  business  folk  tak¬ 
ing  a  tour  of  the  24th  Street  store.  While 
there  is  still  a  wall  of  silence  surrounding 
Bell’s  fate,  rumors  are  now  rippling 
through  the  neighborhood  that  the  “po¬ 
tential  buyer”  is  that  group  of  investors 
seen  walking  through  the  store.  The  tour 
group  was  headed  by  grocer  Harley  De¬ 
lano,  and  the  rumor  mill  has  it  that  he  and 
his  group  will  be  taking  over  most,  if  not 


^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

*  Broiled  Salmon  IIiiiiiiitiis  *  Delicious  ClIICKEM  Mole* 
*  Wonderful  EMTHIL AIIAS  *  Cochinita  Pibil  PlIHK  V 

*  Cactus  llllllllllllS  *  Fantastic  Grilled  (Jill SMIII i AS  -* 

*  Grilled  Sfafiiiiii  Specials  * 

Great  TAI’IIS  *  Variety  of  VEIJETAKI AM  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  * 

(j/ecA  //?  Out  yO/am - 

OOor  me  Srir&t  Ourne// 

*  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


all,  of  the  Bell/Cala  stores  still  remaining 
in  Northern  California. 

Delano,  who  lives  in  the  East  Bay, 
would  be  no  stranger  to  Noe  Valley  (or 
the  site’s  landlord),  since  he  headed  the 
company  that  purchased  the  business 
from  the  original  Bell  owners  in  1989.  He 
then  merged  Bell  with  Cala  Markets,  and 
10  years  later  sold  the  whole  bunch  to 
Ralphs/Kroger. 

If  this  deal  were  to  go  through,  it  would 
be  a  big  relief  to  our  local  crew,  whose 
fate  has  been  hanging  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  Mikeytom  and  Mollie  Stone.  Many 
of  Bell’s  current  employees  and  their 
union,  UFCW  Local  648,  worked  under 
Delano’s  old  regime. 

Attempts  to  reach  Delano  for  comment 
were  unsuccessful. 

By  April  Fool’s  Day,  we  should  know 
if  we’re  back  to  Sunnyside  Farms  for  a 
while.  What  will  happen  when  Ralphs’ 
current  lease  is  up  in  2009  is  anybody’s 
guess. 

ass 

GREAT  BATTLES  IN  HISTORY:  There 
was  a  tug  of  war  over  the  Noe  Valley 
Archives  at  the  beginning  of  February,  be¬ 
tween  its  primary  donor,  Paul  Kantus,  and 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 

As  you  all  know,  the  Noe  Valley— Sal¬ 
ly  Brunn  Library  on  Jersey  Street  is 
closed  for  remodeling.  Everything  in  it 
had  to  be  moved  out  by  the  last  day  of  op¬ 
eration,  Feb.  1 1 ,  including  our  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  historical  archives, which  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  old  photos  and  artifacts  started 
about  25  years  ago  by  the  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Street  Improvement  Club  and  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 

In  preparation  for  this  day,  Kantus  met 
with  library  staff  last  year  and  informed 
them  that  he  would  be  removing  the  ma¬ 
terials  and  storing  them  at  the  Diamond 
Street  offices  of  local  author  Bill  Yenne 
during  the  library’s  renovation.  Howev¬ 


er,  when  Kantus  arrived  at  the  library  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  2,  to  remove  the  memo¬ 
rabilia,  it  was  gone. 

Kantus  says  he  was  quite  surprised,  so 
he  quickly  got  on  the  phone  to  Yenne. 
Soon  they  determined  that  the  mementos 
had  been  packed  up  and  carted  off  to  the 
Main  Library’s  History  Room.  Both  Kan¬ 
tus  and  Yenne  then  became  very  upset  and 
made  demands  for  an  immediate  meeting 
with  City  Librarian  Luis  Herrera. 

By  the  following  Monday,  Kantus  and 
Yenne  had  rattled  everybody  in  City  Hall 
so  much  that  a  meeting  was  set  up  for 
Wednesday.  But  later  that  Monday,  Her¬ 
rera  called  Kantus  and  told  him  that  all 
the  materials  would  be  returned. 

“He  said  that  he  would  have  the  seven 
boxes  of  materials  delivered  to  me  and 
that  he  was  sorry  about  the  misunder¬ 
standing,”  says  Kantus.  “Herrera  said 
words  to  the  effect  that  he  didn’t  want  a 
revolution  out  in  Noe  Valley.” 

Finally  on  that  Wednesday,  the 
Archives  were  returned  to  Kantus,  in  care 
of  Bill  Yenne ’s  office,  by  two  painters 
from  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
who  said  the  Main  Library  had  asked 
them  to  drop  off  the  boxes  on  their  way 
to  a  painting  job. 

No  hard  feelings  from  Kantus,  though. 
He’s  just  happy  to  have  the  stuff  back  in 
the  neighborhood.  “Two  authors  are  com¬ 
ing  by  next  week  to  look  through  the  ma¬ 
terial,  one  of  whom  is  doing  a  history  of 
the  Irish  in  San  Francisco,”  he  says. 

ass 

THE  LOWDOWN  ON  UPTOWN:  Speak¬ 
ing  of  Mikeytom,  which  we  were,  notices 
are  up  in  the  window  of  the  store’s  for¬ 
mer  location  on  Church  and  Day,  that  an 
application  is  being  made  by  Church  Day 
Solutions  LLC  for  a  beer  and  wine  license 
for  “an  eating  place.”  The  notice  was  post- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

Auto  Repair  center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


State  of  California 


¥ 
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since  1978 

(415)285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only"  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 


BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION  ($56  Value) 
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ed  on  Feb.  22,  which  means  that  after  al¬ 
most  three  years  of  vacancy,  building 
owner  Peter  Kung  has  finally  agreed  to 
take  on  a  new  tenant. 

“We  are  very  pleased  that  the  store  has 
finally  been  rented,”  says  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors  President  Vicki  Rosen.  “When 
I  talked  to  Peter  Kung,  he  seemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  it  was  going  to  be  some  kind 
of  cafe,  so  finally  it  will  be  occupied." 

The  other  big  Upper  Noe  news  is  that 
Verona  Restaurant  at  Church  and  30th  is 
closing  after  a  20-year  run.  Andy  Kap- 
iniaris  and  his  wife  Mimi  are  retiring  and 
turning  over  the  keys  to  Massimiliano 
Conti  and  his  wife  Natalina  Dogan  from 
Sardinia.  They’ll  be  reopening  the  restau¬ 
rant  with  a  new  menu  that  features  per¬ 
sonal  gourmet  pizzas  and,  according  to 
Kapiniaris,  “lots  of  interesting  wines." 

Meanwhile.  Kapiniaris  says  that  he  and 
Mimi  are  going  to  Greece  for  a  much- 
needed  vacation.  “And  when  we  come 
back,  we  are  going  to  spend  a  lot  of  time 
with  our  children.  1  have  very  mixed  feel¬ 
ings  about  leaving  the  neighborhood,  af¬ 
ter  spending  so  much  of  my  time  here,  but 
new  blood  is  good,  and  1  will  come  by  and 
visit.” 

Another  new  restaurant  is  rumored  to 
be  moving  into  the  space  vacated  by  Long 
Island  Restaurant  on  Church  near  29th 
Street.  Word  is  the  menu  will  be  decid¬ 
edly  French. 

&  s  & 

THE  MENU  AT  KOOKEZ  CAFE  will  be 
decidedly  American.  This  new  eatery 
opens  March  1.  filling  the  space  vacated 
in  January  by  Miss  Millie's  Restaurant  at 
24th  and  Castro. 


Kookez  (pronounced  just  like  Famous 
Amos’s)  will  serve  “coast-to-coast  Amer¬ 
ican  cuisine,”  like  Boston  Clam  Chowder, 
Frisco  Bay  Burgers,  Texas  Tri-Tip,  Bay¬ 
ou  Butter-BQ  Dippin’  Shrimp,  Maine 
Seafood  Linguini,  Old-Fashioned  Chick¬ 
en  Pot  Pie,  and  Georgia  BBQ  Baby  Back 
Ribs. 

These  culinary  delights  are  the  creation 
of  Noe  Valley  resident  Lynn  Marie  Pres¬ 
ley,  who  was  a  regular  at  Miss  Millie's. 

“I  come  from  four  generations  of  cafe 
owners  and  chefs,  and  I  wanted  to  create 
a  unique  dining  experience  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,"  says  Presley  (no  relation  to  The 
King).  Dinner  is  served  Wednesday 
through  Saturday  from  5  to  9:30  p.m.,  and 
on  Sunday  from  5  to  9  p.m.  Sunday  is 
family  night,  with  kids’  specials  on  the 
menu.  Kookez  is  also  serving  weekend 
brunch  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Down  at  the  other  end  of  24th  Street, 
Matsuya  sushi  restaurant  has  closed  after 
nearly  30  years  on  24th  Street.  Its  owner, 
Fusai  Ponne,  has  retired.  The  sign  on  the 
front  door  says  that  the  space  “will  reopen 
next  month,"  but  it’s  hard  to  tell  which 
month  that  will  be,  since  the  sign  is  now 
two  months  old. 

Matsuya,  the  first  sushi  palace  (or 
rather,  nook)  in  Noe  Valley,  has  a  devot¬ 
ed  following,  and  many  residents  will 
consider  its  passing  a  real  loss. 
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OF  FROCKS  AND  HAIRS:  Changing 
hands  is  Peek-a-Bootique  at  1 306  Castro, 
which  has  been  a  mainstay  for  kids’  wear 
in  Downtown  Noe  Valley  since  1990. 
Paul  and  Barbara  Morgan  are  passing  the 
tiny  jammies  and  snuglis  to  Linda  Rus¬ 
sell  and  Mike  Stanton,  who  have  remod¬ 
eled  and  reopened  the  store. 

Says  Paul,  “After  15  years,  the  time 
was  right  to  sell.  The  kids  have  all  grown 
up,  so  we  decided  to  move  on  and  relax 
for  a  while.” 

Alicia  Elliott  has  closed  her  Bamboo 


Enroll  anytime  in 
FREE  noncredit  classes 
at  City  College  of  San  Francisco. 

You  can  still  enroll  in  FREE  noncredit  Spring  2006  classes. 

Just  walk  in  and  register  anytime  during  the  semester. 

You  can  select  from  the  following: 

Course  Days  Time  Campus  Location  Room# 


ESL  M-Th  7-9:30  p.m.  1800  Oakdale  Rm410 

ESL  M-Th  9-1 1:30  a.m.  450  Raymond  TBA 

ESL  M-Th  11:30-2  p.m.  450  Raymond  TBA 

ESL  for  Biotech  MW  5-8  p.m.  375  Alabama  TBA 

Vocational  Skills  MW  8-10  p.m.  375  Alabama  TBA 

Vocational  Skills  M-Th  10-12:30  p.m.  375Alabama  Rm  333 

ESL/Restaurant  Workers  TTh  2:30-5  p.m.  88  Fourth  St.  Rm  619 

ESL  by  TV  W  4-7  p.m.  88  Fourth  St.  Rm  623 

Learn  English/Computer  M-F  10-12  p.m.  88  Fourth  St.  Rm  325 

Learn  English/Computer  M-F  12-2  p.m.  88  Fourth  St.  Rm  325 

Learn  English/Computer  M-Th  2-4:30  p.m.  88  Fourth  St.  Rm  325 

Into  to  Computers 
Into  to  Computers 
In  Design 
Begin  Word 
Advanced  PowerPoint 
Typing 

Communication  at  Work 
ESL  Speaking  Begin 
GED  Preparation 
GED  Preparation 
Math  Skills 
Physical  Science 
Typing  Laboratory 
Typing  for  ESL 
Writing  with  a  Computer 

For  more  information,  telephone  (415)  241-2286  or  visit  www.ccsf.edu 
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hair  salon  on  Diamond  near  24th  Street, 
to  spend  more  time  with  her  family.  In  her 
wake  will  come  a  new  group  of  haircut- 
ters,  over  the  waves. 

Here's  wishing  Noe  Valley  barber 
Mike  Skoufas  a  speedy  recovery  from  the 
surgery  he  had  last  month.  Skoufas  start¬ 
ed  cutting  hair  around  here  in  1952,  and 
now  shares  a  shop  with  his  daughter 
Stephanie.  Of  Barbers  and  Bears,  just  up 
24th  Street  from  Castro. 

Stephanie  says  she  will  keep  up  with 
her  dad’s  appointment  calendar  while  he 
is  out,  so  if  you  haven’t  gotten  an  answer 
to  your  Monday  calls  to  Mike,  call 
Stephanie  during  the  rest  of  the  week. 

S  S  S 

BL1NG  IN  THE  NEW:  Making  a  big 
move  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley  is  jewel¬ 
ry  designer  Gilbertina  Guarini.  She’s  ex¬ 
panding  Qoio  from  the  tiny  studio  and  re¬ 
tail  store  below  Artsake,  across  from  Bell, 
to  a  much  larger  space  up  the  street,  clos¬ 
er  to  Castro.  The  new  store  will  occupy 
the  site  of  Cottage  Industry  (with  the  rick¬ 
shaw  out  front),  which  was  once  upon  a 
time  the  home  of  our  old  post  office. 

She  and  her  husband,  Bruno  Guarini, 
bought  the  place  last  month,  and  marked 
everything  50  percent  off.  “It  will  take  us 
a  few  months  to  liquidate  all  the  stock 
from  that  business,  so  there  are  some  good 
bargains,"  Gilbertina  says.  “Then  we  will 
be  remodeling  the  store  exclusively  to 
display  my  jewelry.  All  of  my  work  is 
original  and  one-of-a-kind."  The  new 
Qoio  will  have  a  garden  in  the  back,  with 
trees,  fountains,  stone  buddhas,  and 
places  to  sit.  “It’s  going  to  be  beautiful.  If 
a  woman  is  looking  at  the  jewelry  in  front, 
perhaps  her  husband  will  like  to  go  have 
tea  in  the  garden,”  says  Gilbertina. 

Almost  10  years  ago,  the  Guarinis 
opened  an  import  shop  on  Columbus  Av¬ 
enue  in  North  Beach,  “where  we  have 
done  quite  well,”  says  Bruno.  “Over  there 
my  wife  started  making  jewelry,  and  we 


found  that  it  became  very  popular  with 
our  customers,  so  she  decided  to  open  her 
own  studio  in  Noe  Valley.  She  has  found 
a  growing  clientele  for  her  works,  so  we 
are  expanding.” 

Bruno  says  everything  in  Cottage  In¬ 
dustry  is  up  for  sale  except  the  rickshaw. 
“I  originally  imported  that  piece  for  them 
[Cottage  Industry]  when  they  started,  and 
it  is  one  piece  I  want  to  keep.” 

The  couple  say  they  are  very  excited 
about  being  able  to  work  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  where  they  are  raising  their  two 
daughters,  Natalie,  7,  and  Kirsten,  10. 

“I  love  Noe  Valley,”  says  Gilbertina. 
“We  will  still  maintain  the  studio,  which 
has  an  apartment  and  a  back  yard,  and  our 
kids  will  be  going  to  school  close  by  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School.  They  can 
walk  over  to  the  store  after  school.” 

Qoio,  in  case  you  wondered,  is  the 
Mayan  god  of  the  moon. 

a  s  s 

THAT’S  THIRTY  for  March.  It  was  25 
years  ago  that  I  wrote  my  first  Rumors 
column,  in  the  March  1981  edition  of  the 
Voice.  That  makes  me  somewhat  archival. 
The  back  issues  of  the  Voice  have  been 
taken  downtown  to  the  Main  Library  for 
safekeeping,  so  if  you  want  to  read  that 
first  column,  or  the  first  Voice  in  1977, 
you  can  hopefully  find  it  in  the  History 
Room  at  the  Main  Branch. 

Back  in  ’81,  life  in  Noe  Valley  was  so 
simple.  One  of  my  first  items  was  a  list  of 
comments  dropped  in  the  suggestion  box 
at  Herb’s  Fine  Foods  (e.g.,  “More  jus  on 
the  Roast  Beef  au  Jus”).  Another  was  the 
question:  Why  is  the  Noe  Valley  Market 
in  Eureka  Valley? 

Well,  Herb’s,  the  Noe  Valley  Market, 
and  Rumors  Behind  the  News  are  still  in 
the  same  places  they  were  25  years  ago. 
Are  we  all  going  back  to  the  future,  or  for¬ 
ward  to  the  past? 
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SF  SEWER  SYSTEM 

MASTER  PUN  I'ROIECT 


Attend  a  workshop  and  give  us  your  feedback  on  our  plan  to  fix  it 


Thursday,  March  23rd 

6:00pm-8:30pm 
Sunset  Recreation  Center 
28th  Avenue  &  Lawton  Street 


Saturday,  March  25th  Tuesday,  March  28th 

1 0:00am- 1 2:30pm  6:00pm-8:30pm 

Southeast  Community  Facility  Bill  Graham  Civic  Auditorium 
1800  Oakdale  Avenue  99  Grove  Street 

Alex  Pitcher  Conference  Room 


Get  info,  give  input  at  sfsewers.org 

. — -  - — —  . 


San  Francisco  Pubuc  Utilities  Commission:  your  Water,  Wastewater  and  Municipal  power  agency 
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DIRECTIONS:  From  Hwy  280, 
take  Highway  1  towards  Pacifica. 
Exit  Manor/  Palmetto  Ave.  and  go 
right  on  Palmetto.  Take  your  next 
left  on  Esplanade  Ave. 
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Q/ m  a  %  y  a  i  / i  ty  .  . 


•  Studio,  1  bedroom  &  2  bedroom  •  Spa  with  a  view 

•  Corporate  housing  available  •  Small  pets  welcome 
•  15  minutes  to  downtown  S.F.  •  Great  access  to 

freeway  and  BART*  Beach  access  •  Fabulous  ocean 
views  •  Underground  gated  parking*  Personal  washer  & 
dryers*  •  24  hr.  fitness  center 

*ln  select  units 

binder  Sieve  (Ownership! '! 

Toll  free  866-834-7032 
Local  650-472-1044 
landsendapartments@fftrinity.com 

Office  Hours:  M-F  9am-6pm,  Sat  J  0am-6pm,  Sun  1 2noon-6pm 

1 00  Esplanade  Avenue 
Pacifica ,  CA  94044 


exit 

Minor  Dr. 
Palmetto  Ave 


Property 


Consultants 
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CARA  AND  I  WENT  to  my  granddads  and 
tried  to  get  Mrs.  Jam,  his  landlady,  to  let 
us  into  his  apartment.  It  was  afternoon, 
June  1999.  A  ghostly  bit  of  warmth  managed  to 
find  its  way  through  the  early  summer  fog. 

We  stood  just  on  the  inside  of  the  smell  zone. 
Mrs.  Jams  couch  had  the  remains  of  her  shwilly 
life  stuffed  inside  the  crevices,  and  the  place  reeked 
like  a  rotting  pier.  I  kept  my  arm  around  Cara. 

“Can’t  do  it.”  Mrs.  Jam  shook  a  little.  Wore  a 
blue  nightgown  and  a  big  plaid  jacket. 

Last  month  I  had  watched  Jeopardy  with  Mrs. 
Jam,  curled  up  on  her  couch.  Helped  her  fix  her 
antenna.  And  now  she  was  squeezing  me  out. 

I  tried  to  get  through  to  her.  “We  aren’t  gonna 
bite.  You  want  something  from  the  store?” 

“Your  grandfather  said  he’s  not  letting  you  stay 
with  him  anymore.”  Mrs.  Jam’s  bird-claw  hands 
crumpled  a  Kleenex  from  her  big  plaid  pocket. 

She  turned  around  and  looked  through  a  pile  on 
her  table.  Her  hands  shook  back  and  forth,  grasp¬ 
ing  at  an  envelope  with  my  name. 

I  stepped  over  and  reached  for  it.  “So  what 
now?”  I  grabbed  the  note  and  stuffed  it  in  my 
jacket  pocket.  My  granddad  was  probably  going  to 
meetings  and  getting  clean  again. 

Mrs.  Jam  didn’t  answer.  She  looked  outside.  “Is 
your  friend  sick?” 

Cara  had  wandered  away  and  was  bent  over  on 
the  stairs,  spitting  on  one  of  her  knees  and  rub¬ 
bing  it.  She  had  this  thing  where  she  rubbed  her 
legs  over  and  over. 

“You  girls  shouldn’t  even  be  on  my  property.” 

I  walked  down  the  stairs  to  my  granddad’s  in¬ 
law  apartment  and  tried  to  get  the  window  open, 
which  was  stupid  because  there  were  bars  on  it.  So 
I  went  to  his  front  door  and  kicked  it  hard.  Bam! 

“Let’s  go.  I’m  hungry.”  Cara  squinted  down  at 
me  from  the  stairs,  her  long  brown  hair  falling 
over  her  face.  Behind  her  I  could  see  the  fog- 
smeared  hill.  A  little  smile  curled  on  her  mouth 
as  if  she  heard  a  good  song  playing.  “Come  on, 
Gir-r-r-1.” 

I  crumpled  the  envelope  with  my  granddads 
handwriting  and  threw  it  on  the  sidewalk.  Mrs. 
Jam  poked  her  head  out  the  door. 

“I  need  to  get  my  stuff  sometime,”  I  yelled.  “I’ll 
be  back.  You’ll  have  to  let  me  in.”  I  had  some 
clothes  in  there  and  Flopsy,  my  old  raggedy  sleep¬ 
ing  companion. 

Cara  took  my  hand  and  blinked  like  a  cat. 

We  walked  down  the  hill.  She  always  knew  how  to 
chill.  Cara  never  believed  in  giving  in  when  bad 
things  happened.  She  just  scrawled  another  mark 
on  one  of  her  legs.  The  wavering  star  on  her  ankle, 
the  Taurus  sign  on  her  calf,  the  snaking  branches 
wrapped  around  her  thigh.  Every  time  something 
bad  happened,  she  made  a  tattoo.  “They  make  me 
safe  again,”  Cara  would  say.  She  rubbed  them  all 
the  time. 

After  my  first  arrest  for  being  Beyond  Parental 
Control,  it  was  Cara  who  came  all  the  way  back  to 
Redding  to  hang  with  me.  By  then,  I  was  crashing 
in  the  semi-carpeted  chicken  coop  outside  the  big 
house,  way  outside  of  my  dad’s  latest  girlfriend, 
Marianne,  and  her  kids,  and  the  kitchen,  and  the 
big  happy  family  my  dad  was  trying  to  make.  (My 
Clorox-smelling  dad.  Mistah  White  Socks,  Cara 
called  him.)  Enough  of  that.  Enough  of  trying  to 
be  some  funkabilly  punk  corpse,  with  my  eyes 
locked  up,  in  a  town  on  the  way-too-far  edge  of 
the  Trinity  Mountains.  Easygoing  Cara  came  to 
rescue  me,  helped  me  open  my  eyes  and  see  again. 
Got  a  ride  in  the  back  of  a  pickup — over  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  at  midnight,  heads  up  out  of 
the  blankets.  Be-you-tee-full,  as  my  granddad 
would  say. 


Crashing  America 

❖  BY  KATIA  NOYES  ^ 

This  month’s  Last  Page 
features  an  excerpt  from 
Crashing  America,  a  novel 
by  Laidley  Street  author 
Katia  Noyes.  The  book,  pub¬ 
lished  last  fall  by  Alyson 
Books,  is  a  finalist  for  the 
Northern  California  Book 
Award for  Fiction  and  has 
been  named  a  Book  Sense  No¬ 
table.  The  novel  chronicles  the  adventures  of  Girl,  a 
17-year-old  street  punk  who  decides  to  run  away 
from  her  turbulent  life  in  San  Francisco  and  seek 
out  “a  sense  of  home"  in  the  American  heartland. 
During  her  travels,  she  stumbles  across  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  characters,  from  Christian  punk  rockers  to 
landlocked  farmers.  “Unlike  the  usual  story  about  a 
young  person  coming  to  California,  the  book  is 
about  a  vagabond's  pilgrimage  to  the  middle  of  the 
country,  "says  Noyes.  Noyes  will  discuss  her  own  ad¬ 
ventures,  before  and  after  Crashing  America,  at  a 
wine  and  cheese  reception  at  Cover  to  Cover,  1307 
Castro  Street,  on  March  31,  at  7 p.m. 


As  we  walked  down  the  hill,  Cara  rambled  on. 
“You  smell  her  breath?”  She  blinked  at  me  again 
and  held  my  hand  tight.  “You  kookamonga. 
Shwilly  old  Bird  Beak  told  you  this  was  going  to 
happen.  So  did  your  granddad.  Remember,  Girl. 
Gir-r-r-rl.  You  don’t  listen  to  what  people  say.  You 
get  so  mad.  Way  too  ma-a-ad.” 

“Yeah,  sure.” 

“Here’s  my  theory  about  our  new  home.  Do 
you  want  to  hear  it?”  Cara  sucked  on  a  long  brown 
strand  of  hair.  She  always  had  theories.  “Every¬ 
thing  in  the  city  is  connected  to  our  underground 
place,  all  the  pipes  and  Muni  stations.  It’s  a 
labyrinth.  We  need  to  explore  it  further.” 

I  waited  as  Cara  bent  over  her  sandal  in  the 
middle  of  the  street.  Her  eyes  went  far  away,  in 
one  of  those  exotic  mute  looks  that  guys  liked. 

“Really?”  I  said.  “Tell  me  more.”  She  liked  to 
talk  about  our  special  place  in  the  Castro  Street 
Station,  a  nook  we’d  found  down  in  the  tunnel. 
Cara  found  it  cozy,  but  I  hated  hearing  the  trains 
running  through  the  night. 

We  meandered  down  to  the  corner  store  on 
Mission,  and  Cara  chattered  on  about  her  dreamy 
labyrinths.  I  couldn’t  listen.  All  I  could  think 
about  was  how  much  I  was  going  to  miss  my 
granddad’s  hot  shower  and  soft  blankets. 

With  the  last  of  my  spare  change,  I  bought  us  a 
bag  of  trail  mix  at  the  corner  store.  We  were  both 
sleepy  from  partying  all  night  with  Angus  and  his 
new  guy. 

We  climbed  back  up  Coso  Street  to  sneak 
under  the  crawl  space  of  the  Winfield  house. 

With  driftwood-colored  shingles  and  wide  dirty 
windows,  the  house  perched  on  cement-pillar  stilts 
and  looked  ready  to  collapse.  Rocks  and  weeds 
gathered  under  its  hollow  foundation,  a  crawl 
space  where  we  had  slept  a  couple  times  in  the 
dark.  Now  it  was  light  and  people  might  see  us 
sneak  underneath  and  call  the  skunkers,  but  I 
didn’t  care.  We  wouldn’t  get  arrested — they’d  just 
tell  us  to  move  on. 

Cara  and  I  snuggled  up  by  the  stilts  and  we 
talked  serious.  What  were  we  going  to  do? 

I  suggested  we  head  right  to  Nebraska. 


“All  we  need  is  some  money.”  I  looked  at  the 
weeds  around  us.  “I  want  to  see  the  cornfields.” 

Cara  twisted  her  hair  around  a  finger.  “You  and 
your  cornfields!” 

“Yeah.”  I  tapped  Cara’s  ankle  star  a  couple  times 
for  luck.  “Let’s  leave  soon.  Anywhere.” 

After  losing  my  granddad’s  place  for  good,  I 
knew  it  was  time  to  get  on  the  road  and  leave  San 
Francisco  for  real,  or  I  would  implode.  Had  to  do 
something  with  my  last  months’  living  on  the 
mudball  planet. 

I  let  Cara  hold  me  tight,  as  if  she  could  keep  me 
close  forever.  “Gi-r-r-rl.  Gi-r-r-rl,”  she  chanted. 

I  REMEMBERED  LAST  YEAR  when  I  showed  Cara 
the  Winfield  house  the  first  time.  We  stood 
arm  in  arm,  and  I  told  her  all  about  it. 

“My  mom  had  me  the  all-organic  method,  right 
on  the  couch,  right  there  in  the  living  room.”  I 
pointed  over  the  high  deck  to  the  big  dirty  win¬ 
dows.  Never  showed  anyone  my  birthplace  before. 

I  usually  even  avoided  walking  by.  “My  first  look 
at  the  world.” 

I  didn’t  tell  Cara  how  I  cringed  when  I  saw  the 
house,  how  I  wanted  to  go  up  to  the  door,  break  it 
down  with  a  battering  ram,  kick  the  people  who 
lived  there  out.  Make  it  mine.  I  didn’t  tell  her  be¬ 
cause  she’d  make  fun  of  me,  make  fun  of  how 
much  my  eyes  locked  up  when  I  got  mad. 

I  described  the  view  from  inside,  how  great  it 
was  to  look  down  from  the  deck  at  the  color  and 
flurry  of  Mission  Street,  over  at  the  pearly  sky¬ 
scraping  buildings  of  downtown,  and  way  over  to 
the  westward  mounds  ofTwin  Peaks.  The  truth 
was  that  I  only  wished  I  could  remember  being 
inside. 

“So... yeah.”  Cara  sucked  on  her  pretty  brown 
hair  and  blinked.  “You  really  lived  there?” 

“It’s  kinda  nice  knowing  you  came  from  some 
place.” 

“Gi-r-rl...look.”  Just  then  more  sunlight  broke 
through  the  morning  fog. 

The  beyouteefull  mockery  of  light  touched 
everything— our  faces,  the  hill,  the  chrome  on  the 
cars.  Fresh.  Oh,  yeah.  So  Saaan  Fraaancisco.  You 
could  call  it  a  god  tease,  a  sea-smelling  drift  of  visi¬ 
ble  gold.  Up  above  us,  the  house  had  looked  al¬ 
most  wet  from  the  sun.  Even  the  weeds  glistened 
underneath  its  high  deck.  The  big,  dirty  windows 
faced  us,  making  glint,  glint,  glint.  And  we  drank 
in  the  smell  of  the  Pacific,  a  salty  whiff,  flying  all 
the  way  across  town. 

Yes.  The  sunlight  was  holy,  even  when  I  wasn’t 
up  to  being  part  of  it.  <§> 


About  the  Author 

Katia  Noyes,  47,  is  a  Bay  Area 
native  who  has  worked  as  a  go-go 
dancer,  roofer,  math  tutor,  journal¬ 
ist,  and  volunteer  counselor  for 
runaway  youth.  She  shares  her 
Upper  Noe/Glen  Park  home  with 
a  cat  named  Wolf.  When  hanging 
out  in  Noe  Valley,  she  likes  “wan¬ 
dering  down  the  streetcar  tracks  to 
Dolores  Park,  taking  friends  for 
libations  at  Bliss  Bar  and  Lovejoy’sTea  Room,  and  stroller- 
dodging  on  Saturday  mornings.”  In  addition  to  Crashing 
America,  she  has  written  a  book  for  young  adults  called 
Snooky.  “It’s  a  fantasy  about  two  girls  who  learn  how  to 
fly.”  Currently,  Noyes  is  working  on  a  novel  set  in  1999 
Belgrade  in  the  midst  of  the  Bosnian  war.  “There  are  four 
main  characters,  all  of  whom  are  idealistic  people  with 
vision  who  are  taking  risks  with  their  lives,”  she  says. 

You  can  meet  Noyes  on  March  31  at  Cover  to  Cover 
bookstore  (see  above).  Meanwhile,  check  out  her 
blog/writer’s  diary  at  www.crashingamerica.com. 

— Olivia  Boler 
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